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Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	4 
	2
	6 
	9
	1
	9
	5

	Local educational agency:

 Goleta Union School District           
	Phone contact and recipient of approval/denial notice:

Daniel Cooperman, Ph.D.     
	Contact person’s e-mail address: 

dcooperman

@goleta.k12.ca.us

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

401 North Fairview Avenue           Goleta                              CA                       93117
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

(805) 681-1200, extension 203

Fax number: (805) 692-0857

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

            Math:

From:  07/01/2009          To: 08/01/2010  

            English-Language Arts:

From:  07/01/2010          To: 06/30/2011
	Local board approval date: (Required)

February 11, 2009
	Date of Public Hearing: (Required)

February 11, 2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section:  EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional

materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.



	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions

Curriculum Area:  Mathematics  Grade Levels: K-6   Alternative Date for Compliance:  August 1, 2010

Curriculum Area:  English-Language Arts  Grade Levels: K-6   Alternative Date for Compliance:  August 1, 2011

	3. Collective bargaining unit information.  
       Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   x Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining units) consulted on date(s):  February 9, 2009     

      Name of bargaining unit and name of representative(s) consulted: 

      Oranne Lee                DJ Perry

      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral   x  Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

      Comments (if appropriate): 
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	4. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived.  

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason: 
Mathematics: 

We request a postponement of one year for two reasons:

1. A postponement would permit the district to save approximately $50,000 for other general fund priorities that include classroom teachers, class size reduction, and certificated support staff to assist under-achieving students.  Each of these program components is jeopardized within the context of the current state fiscal emergency. 

2. The district’s Strategic Plan concentrates professional development upon the dual goals of differentiated instruction and support for current textbook adoptions.  A delay of one year would enable professional development to focus upon differentiated instructional strategies and allow an additional year for teachers to increase familiarity with this year’s adoption of the Full Option Science System (FOSS).  These in-service goals have proven to be ambitious; additional time would allow us to consolidate gains made in support of our standards-based instructional program.

With state board approval, we will continue to use our current state-adopted, standards-aligned textbook program until August of 2010.  While ongoing improvement remains an urgent priority, the existing program has attained reasonable success:  Nearly six of every ten students district-wide scores at the Proficient or the Advanced level on the California Standards Test (CST) in Mathematics. 

English Language-Arts:  

This postponement is requested because if the mathematics waiver were approved, the district would face dual adoption of mathematics and English-Language Arts in a single school year:  2010-2011.  The prospect of two major adoptions in a single school year is infeasible economically and unsound instructionally.  For those reasons, a corresponding delay of one year is requested for the implementation of new English-Language Arts textbooks.  

If state board approval were granted for this request, the current state-adopted, standards-aligned textbook program would remain in use until August 2011. While ongoing improvement remains an urgent priority, the existing program has attained reasonable success:  57% of children district-wide score at the Proficient or the Advanced level on the California Standards Test (CST) in English-Language Arts.

Also complete Attachment A 

	Is this waiver associated with an “apportionment related" audit penalty? (per EC 41344)   x  No       Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Coordinated Compliance Review finding on this issue?    x  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CCR finding)                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

>       
	Title:

Assistant Superintendent, Instructional Services     
	Date:

February 11, 2009

	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

> 
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

> 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver

I. Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

Goleta Union School District has adopted and uses state-approved, standards-aligned textbooks for English-Language Arts, Mathematics, History and Social Science, and Science.  These textbooks were recommended through collaborative committee process.  Committee members include teachers, administrators, curriculum specialists, parents, and school board representatives.  Community and teacher input is solicited.  Adoption recommendations are transmitted to the Board of Trustees.  The recommendations are discussed and considered at public meetings of the Board and approved by majority vote of the Board.  Once adopted, materials are purchased and district-wide in-service is provided to all teachers. Follow-up trainings are offered during the year and summer trainings are offered to new teachers and to teachers that have changed grade level assignments.  Classroom observations by principals and district office administrators guide effective program implementation. Teachers collaborate to improve use of adopted materials through district-wide grade level meetings and site-based grade level release time meetings each month.  The curriculum adoption process is codified in Board Policy and Administrative Regulations. 

 Even though we request a postponement for Mathematics materials purchase, our adoption committee has continued to meet and will make a recommendation for a new district adoption at the Board of Trustees meeting in March.  Only the purchase of adopted materials will be delayed if this waiver is approved. 

The committee process for adoption of English-Language Arts materials will be held during the 2010-2011 school year. 

A copy of current district adoptions of standards-aligned instructional materials is attached.  

2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

The Goleta Union School District has sufficient textbooks and instructional materials for each student.  The Board of Trustees has made a strong commitment to this priority and supplements state categorical funds for textbooks with general fund money to assure that every child and classroom is properly equipped.  Annual public hearings are held to certify that sufficient materials are available.  County education office on-site reviews have verified district compliance with this important regulation.  

A copy of the Board of Trustees resolution to certify sufficiency of instructional materials is attached.  The meeting and public hearing at which this resolution was approved was held at the start of the 2008-2009 school year.  

3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.)

Here is the timeline and plan for scheduled adoptions, with alternative dates, for the Goleta Union School District:  

Curriculum Area
Adoption Date 
Alternative
Approx. 
IMFRP 






Date

Cost

Funds*

Mathematics

July 1, 2009
July 1, 2010
$230,000
$245,000

English-Language 

Arts


July 1, 2010
July 1, 2011
$430,000
$245,000

History-Social

Science


July 1, 2012
---

$240,000
$245,000

Science


July 1, 2013
---

$240,000
$245,000

*Approximately $50,000 are needed annually to supplement IMFRP funds to pay ongoing costs for consumable textbooks and new or replacement books.  Since these costs are under-funded, the district supplements IMFRP with approximately $50,000 from the general fund.  A larger general fund allocation will be needed in the year of the English-Language Arts adoption. 


If this waiver request is approved, the district will be able to postpone and carryover unspent IMFRP funds to the 2009-2010 school year. This augmentation will mitigate general fund costs to support materials adoption in 2009-2010 as well as during the current school year.
II. Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 

Standardized test results document that student achievement has improved in English-Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.  The outcomes suggest that instructional materials in current use support implementation of a standards-aligned curriculum.  STAR outcomes provide evidence to support this conclusion in two ways:  The district-wide Academic Performance Index (API) and aggregate and subgroup data for performance on the California Standards Test (CST) in English-Language Arts and Mathematics.

The district’s API offers a summative overview of the achievement pattern in ELA and Mathematics. From 2005 until the present, the district’s API has risen and met growth targets annually.   The table below documents this achievement trend.

District-wide Academic Performance Index

2005-2008

Goleta Union School District




Year


API

Growth

Goal Met?

2005


791

+18

Yes
2006


803

+12

Yes
2007


814

+10

Yes
2008


811

+1

Yes
These results not only demonstrate steady growth, they also indicate that Goleta Union School District has met the state-wide API target of 800, and has maintained that level for three consecutive years.  This record supports the generalization that district curriculum materials align with state content standards, and that students benefit from this program.

A second measure that documents effective instruction is found within the percentage of students that meet state targets for proficiency on the CST.  The table that follows provides clear evidence of the pattern of increased achievement among all students and for numerically significant student sub-groups:

Percentage of Students that Score Proficient or Advanced

California Standards Test—English-Language Arts and Mathematics

2003-2008

Goleta Union School District

Year

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
% Change Since 2003

ELA

51.9
47.9
53.7
55.1
57.3
57.4

+5.5

Asian

70.2
70.5
77.5
80.9
81.0
83.3

+13.1

Latino
22.5
21.3
30.4
31.3
34.0
35.5

+13.0

White

69.4
67.9
70.6
74.1
77.7
77.5

+8.1

SED

21.7
20.2
28.6
28.5
29.9
30.7

+9.0

EL

24.3
20.7
28.3
31.4
30.8
34.6

+10.3

Spec.

Needs

18.6
17.2
23.5
23.6
27.1
29.1

+10.5

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Math

50.3
50.0
56.6
59.7
59.4
58.9

+8.6

Asian

80.3
77.2
84.1
84.3
81.7
87.2

+6.9

Latino
28.1
25.5
36.2
38.6
39.6
37.7

+9.6

White

67.4
67.3
70.8
76.9
76.6
78.1

+10.7

SED

27.5
24.8
33.7
36.0
35.9
32.6

+5.1

EL

31.9
26.8
38.2
39.2
38.7
38.7

+6.8

Spec.

Needs

19.3
18.2
24.4
25.4
27.6
30.3

+11.0

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ELA = English-Language Arts

SED = Socio-Economically Disadvantaged

EL = English Learners

Spec. Needs = Students with Special Needs

The preceding table shows that the percentage of students that score Proficient or Advanced on the CST in ELA and Mathematics is growing.  Furthermore, some progress is being made to narrow the achievement gap.  This progress is evident in ELA for English Learners, Latino students, Students with Special Needs, and Students from Low-Income Families.  In Mathematics, students in each sub-group have improved overall achievement, with growth attained by Latino Students and Students with Special Needs that exceeds district averages. Furthermore, district percentages generally exceed the percentage of students state-wide that score at this high level. 

It is clear that student performance is improving through the current instructional program and its standards-based materials.  Given the six-year pattern, it is unlikely that students would be harmed by a short-term delay in the adoption cycle for Mathematics and English-Language Arts.  In fact, there is potential for greater loss due to reduction in highly qualified staff, increased class size, and fragmented professional development.  Each of these conditions could emerge unless some mitigation for budget reductions can be identified.  The requested waiver in Mathematics and English-Language Arts, if approved, would provide one avenue for this relief.  

III Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)

The request for an alternative date of compliance is needed to support district efforts to reduce the budget while protecting core instruction and maintain a measured pace to effectively implement professional development regarding adopted materials and differentiated instruction. 

If granted, the waiver will allow the district to re-direct general funds for instructional materials to other critical purposes.  A delay of one-year to adopt Mathematics and English-Language Arts materials can be sustained.  The pattern of student achievement with current materials supports this point.  Meanwhile, the additional year will enable teachers to attend workshops and increase proficiency in use of the new science adoption, and allow the district to maintain its drive to support and increase effective differentiated instruction through its professional development program.  

If this request is denied, the exigency to purchase new mathematics textbooks and to provide training would undermine efforts to preserve teaching positions for highly qualified staff, reduce class size, and maintain a balanced professional development program.  

The request to delay the English-Language Arts adoption is connected to the request to delay acquisition of Mathematics materials for one year.  If the delay for Mathematics were approved without a corresponding postponement for English-Language Arts, the district would be required to purchase and implement two core adoptions in a single school year.

The district’s commitment to adhere to state adoption guidelines is visible in this year’s adoption process for Mathematics.  Moreover, our commitment to improved student achievement is ongoing, even as test scores continue to rise.  We look forward to continued improvement and change to our instructional program.  While we welcome the adoption of new materials for Mathematics and English-Language Arts, the request for alternative compliance dates reflects the need to balance this priority with competing immediate needs to support the instructional program.   

District Major Textbook Adoptions

The district uses the following Board-adopted textbooks as major instructional materials:

	SUBJECT
	TITLE
	PUBLISHER
	DATE OF ADOPTION

	Health
	Primary Health (K-3)
District-Developed Instructional Units (4-6)
	Wright Group
Goleta Union School District
	1995

1995

	History/Social Science
	Harcourt School Publishers Reflections (K-6)
	Harcourt School Publishers 
	2007



	Mathematics
	Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Math (K-6)
	Macmillan/McGraw-Hill School Division 

	2009



	Reading/ Language Arts
	Open Court Reading  (K-3)

Legacy of Reading (4-6)

Core Literature Selections
	SRA/McGraw-Hill 

Houghton-Mifflin

Publishers vary
	2002

2002

1993

	Science
	Full Option Science Systems (K-5)
Holt California Science: Earth Science (6)
	Delta Education

Holt, Rinehart and Winston
	2008

2008


The district provides sufficient textbooks and other instructional materials to support school programs.

8/8/08










