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Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	4
	3
	6
	9
	6
	4
	1

	Local educational agency:

Palo Alto Unified School District      
	Phone contact and recipient of approval/denial notice:

Ginni Davis, Assistant Superintendent
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

vdavis@pausd.org

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

25 Churchill Avenue                     Palo Alto                              CA                     94306
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

(650 ) 329-3709  x 

Fax number: (650) 326 - 7463

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:  7/1/09      To:  6/30/10
            7/1/2010         6/30/2011
	Local board approval date: (Required)

2/24/09
	Date of Public Hearing: (Required)

2/10/09

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section:  EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional

materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.



	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions

Curriculum Area:  English/Language Arts    Grade Levels:  K-8    Alternative Date for Compliance   2010-11



	3. Collective bargaining unit information.  
       Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  √ Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining units) consulted on date(s):  Teachers’ Union     1/9/09      

      Name of bargaining unit and name of representative(s) consulted: 

      Palo Alto Educators Association      Triona Gogarty, PAEA President 

      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral   √ Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

      Comments (if appropriate):  
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	4. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived.  

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	5. Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason:

An additional year prior to an English/Language Arts adoption will allow our teachers time to more fully implement the science and math adoptions of 2008 and 2009.  Also, this will improve our ability to thoroughly involve all stakeholders in adopting new ELA materials.
Also complete Attachment A 



	Is this waiver associated with an “apportionment related" audit penalty? (per EC 41344)   √  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Coordinated Compliance Review finding on this issue?    √  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CCR finding)                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

>       
	Title:

Assistant Superintendent – 

Educational Services
	Date:

     

	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

> 
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

> 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver

I. Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

Palo Alto Unified School District bases its curriculum standards on those detailed in the state’s ELA frameworks. These standards have been consistently aligned to the state frameworks. Teachers are given a new copy of the standards each year; in addition, an abbreviated form of the standards is distributed to parents on back-to-school night and with each report card.

Reading, Grades K-5:

The reading workshop model (guided reading, independent reading, and literature discussion) has been the foundation of our reading program for the last 15 years, supported by on-going and regular assessment of student reading.  Formal assessment of all students’ reading, using the DRA2 (Developmental Reading Assessment) is given to all elementary students twice a year (fall and spring), with an additional assessment administered for students falling at and below the benchmark in the fall.  Consistent leadership in literacy since the early 1990s has focused on a balanced, comprehensive literacy program with instruction provided in flexible groupings.  Students reading below the benchmark have the support of reading specialists, before or after school reading academies, and a 4-week literacy summer school program.  A current focus in Palo Alto’s literacy instruction has been a focus on nonfiction reading and writing, aligning with the newly adopted science materials and bolstered by leveled science book sets for each elementary grade level.

Reading, Grades 6-8

Closely aligned with the California State Standards for English/Language Arts, the PAUSD middle school reading program focuses on building the skills and practices employed by proficient readers.  Students read a balanced, multi-genre selection of literature, both fiction and nonfiction, chosen for literary merit, developmental suitability, diversity, and depth of content.  The novels, short stories, poetry, nonfiction books, and articles read in middle school help to prepare students for the increasingly complex material in Palo Alto’s high schools.

Teachers scaffold instruction to lead students into, through, and beyond the literary texts, demonstrating that reading is a recursive, meaning-making process.  They differentiate instruction to support struggling readers and challenge those who are proficient.  In addition, reading intervention classes are provided for students reading below grade level.

Along with state standardized testing, teachers use multiple measures to assess students’ understanding of the text. Reading intervention teachers administer the DRA2 three times a year to inform instruction and measure student progress.

Writing, Grades K-5:

Palo Alto spent many years focused on writing instruction.  We have developed: a K-10 writing matrix aligned with state standards and based on the writing process, writing traits and strategies, and types of writing; a core writing scope and sequence K-5 covering the writing process, the writer’s craft, writing genres, grammar knowledge and conventions; a separate scope and sequence of grammatical concepts and conventions, a teacher resource, The Craft of Writing: The Grammar and Conventions Connection Grades 1-8; writing resource binders for each grade level, and writing rubrics for K/1 and 2-5.

Writing, Grades 6-10

PAUSD places an equal focus on writing instruction.  We have developed a K-10 writing matrix, aligned with state standards and based on the writing process, writing traits and strategies, and types of writing. The writing matrix includes a scope and sequence of grammatical concepts and conventions.

In addition to state standardized testing, Palo Alto students in grades 4–10 take the ERB WrAP, which assesses their compositions based on an analytic trait rubric.  In their classrooms, teachers evaluate student writing using similar 6 trait rubrics.

2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

PAUSD has sufficient textbooks and basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.  See attached EC 60119 Resolution.

3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.)

March 2010 – March 2011   ELA K-8 committees align curriculum, work with publishers, pilot new materials.

March 2011 – Board discussion / recommendations

April 2011 – Board approval of new materials

May 2011 – purchase materials

June 2011 – begin in-service trainings for teachers

PAUSD is adopting math textbooks for grades K-12 during 2008-09.  The estimated cost for 11,329 students will be $801,872.   (The cost for a K-8 social studies adoption in 2006-07 was $566,000.)   In 2008-09 the District expects to receive approximately $65 per student in IMFRP funds for a total of $634,424.
II. Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 

See attached charts for Palo Alto Unified School District

1) Grade Level Summaries: California Standards Tests, English Language Arts

2) Standards Based Scores, 2005-2008: Educational Records Bureau (ERB)

3) STAR Test Results, 2005-2008, District Summary / California Standards Tests in English/Language Arts

III Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)

The ambitious timeline for adoptions in the heavily academic content areas of science, math, social studies, and now English/Language Arts within 4 consecutive years has created strong anxiety for our teachers in their ability to use new materials introduced every year to teach most effectively with their students.  An additional year to align instruction with the new science and math programs will increase teachers’ expertise.  Secondly, the opportunity to allow more time to work with teachers, parents, and principals will be invaluable in adopting new ELA materials that best support our curriculum and our need for differentiated instruction for our range of student needs.  We have been working on nonfiction reading and writing in both Social Studies and Science.  Teachers need time to process all the new materials in order to implement them effectively.  And third, the current uncertainty of fiscal resources coupled with the high costs of each content adoption lead to high concerns over the ability of the district to purchase the new program(s) in spring of 2010.  

An additional year will help to alleviate the above concerns.

	
	
	
	
	Palo Alto Unified School District
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 Grade Level Summaries: California Standards Tests, English Language Arts
	
	
	
	

	Matched scores, same students, spring 2007 to spring 2008, by 2007-08 grade level
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total

	
	
	Test
	Far Below
	Below
	Basic
	Proficient
	Advanced
	Students

	
	Grade 3
	2007
	1%
	4%
	12%
	31%
	51%
	701

	
	
	2008
	2%
	4%
	16%
	34%
	43%
	

	
	Grade 4
	2007
	1%
	6%
	17%
	35%
	41%
	777

	
	
	2008
	0%
	2%
	9%
	17%
	73%
	

	
	Grade 5
	2007
	1%
	2%
	9%
	20%
	69%
	737

	
	
	2008
	1%
	2%
	11%
	28%
	58%
	

	
	Elementary School Summary
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	2007
	1%
	4%
	13%
	29%
	53%
	2,215

	
	
	2008
	1%
	3%
	12%
	26%
	58%
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grade 6
	2007
	2%
	2%
	8%
	24%
	64%
	718

	
	
	2008
	1%
	2%
	10%
	24%
	63%
	

	
	Grade 7
	2007
	1%
	3%
	10%
	29%
	57%
	740

	
	
	2008
	1%
	2%
	10%
	24%
	63%
	

	
	Grade 8
	2007
	1%
	4%
	9%
	29%
	58%
	803

	
	
	2008
	2%
	4%
	12%
	23%
	59%
	

	
	Middle School Summary
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	2007
	1%
	3%
	9%
	27%
	60%
	2,261

	
	
	2008
	1%
	3%
	10%
	23%
	62%
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     ERB WrAP Standards-based Scores, 2005-2008
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Standards-based
	Overall
	Organization
	Support
	Sentence
	Word
	Mechanics
	Total

	Scores
	 
	Development
	
	
	Structure
	Choice
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 4
	Fall 2005
	4.3
	4.5
	4.3
	3.8
	4.2
	3.9
	25.0

	
	Fall 2006
	4.4
	4.6
	4.5
	3.8
	4.4
	4.0
	25.7

	
	Fall 2007
	4.3
	4.5
	4.4
	3.8
	4.5
	4.0
	25.5

	
	Fall 2008
	4.4
	4.5
	4.4
	3.9
	4.5
	4.1
	25.8

	#########
	#########
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 5
	Fall 2005
	3.5
	3.8
	3.6
	3.6
	3.8
	3.7
	22.0

	
	Fall 2006
	3.5
	4.0
	3.8
	3.7
	4.1
	3.8
	22.9

	
	Fall 2007
	3.7
	3.9
	3.7
	3.6
	4.0
	3.8
	22.7

	
	Fall 2008
	4.0
	4.2
	3.9
	3.8
	4.1
	3.9
	23.9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 6
	Fall 2005
	3.8
	4.0
	3.8
	3.8
	4.0
	3.9
	23.3

	
	Fall 2006
	3.7
	4.0
	3.8
	3.8
	4.1
	3.9
	23.3

	
	Fall 2007
	3.8
	4.0
	3.7
	3.8
	4.1
	3.9
	23.3

	
	Fall 2008
	4.1
	4.2
	4.0
	3.9
	4.2
	4.0
	24.4

	#########
	#########
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 7
	Fall 2005
	3.6
	3.9
	3.5
	3.6
	3.8
	3.8
	22.2

	
	Fall 2006
	3.7
	4.0
	3.6
	3.7
	3.9
	3.8
	22.7

	
	Fall 2007
	3.5
	3.7
	3.4
	3.6
	3.8
	3.7
	21.7

	
	Fall 2008
	3.7
	3.9
	3.5
	3.7
	3.9
	3.9
	22.6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 8
	Fall 2005
	4.1
	4.2
	3.9
	3.9
	4.1
	4.1
	24.3

	
	Fall 2006
	3.9
	4.1
	3.7
	3.8
	4.0
	3.9
	23.4

	
	Fall 2007
	3.7
	3.9
	3.5
	3.7
	4.0
	3.9
	22.7

	
	Fall 2008
	3.9
	4.2
	3.7
	3.9
	4.1
	4.1
	23.9

	#########
	#########
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 10
	Fall 2005
	3.9
	4.1
	3.8
	3.7
	4.0
	4.1
	23.6

	
	Fall 2006
	4.2
	4.4
	4.1
	4.0
	4.2
	4.2
	25.1

	
	Fall 2007
	4.2
	4.4
	4.1
	4.2
	4.3
	4.3
	25.5

	
	Fall 2008
	3.8
	4.1
	3.8
	3.9
	4.0
	4.0
	23.6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NOTE: (1) With respect to standards-based scores, grades 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 and 9-10 take the 
	

	
	same test and are scored against the higher grade's standards.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Palo Alto Unified School District
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	STAR Test Results, 2005-2008, District Summary
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	California Standards Tests in English/Langauge Arts
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Percentage of Students Meeting AYP (scoring Proficient or Advanced)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	2004-05
	2005-06
	2006-07
	2007-08
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grade 2
	
	73%
	81%
	80%
	77%
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grade 3
	
	73%
	73%
	76%
	75%
	

	
	
	
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	Grade 4
	
	86%
	87%
	87%
	87%
	

	
	
	
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	Grade 5
	
	86%
	86%
	87%
	85%
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grade 6
	
	79%
	83%
	85%
	85%
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grade 7
	
	82%
	82%
	86%
	86%
	

	
	
	
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	Grade 8
	
	81%
	84%
	82%
	81%
	











