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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
july 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Grenada Elementary School District to waive a portion of California Education Code Section 35330(d) to authorize expenditure of school district funds for students to travel to Oregon, to experience the Ashland Shakespeare Festival and Wildlife Images. 
Waiver Number: 64-3-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
Education Code (EC) Section 33051(b) will apply and the district will not be required to reapply annually if information contained on the request remains current.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved all similar waivers in the past.
This district meets the criteria for the SBE Streamlined Waiver Policy (available at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/documents/sbestreamlined.doc), achieving an Academic Performance Index (API) score of 800 or above in the current scoring cycle. Therefore this waiver has been scheduled for the consent calendar. Grenada Elementary School District has a 2008 API of 824. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 35330(d) states “…no expenses of pupils participating in a field trip or excursion to any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country authorized by this section shall be paid with school district funds.”  

Grenada Elementary School District (ESD) requests a waiver of EC Section 35330(d) to allow their students to attend theater productions at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival (OSF) and go to Wildlife Images in Ashland, Oregon. The OSF is a world-class theater and provides students with an incredible learning opportunity that is in very close proximity. Grenada ESD is located in the very northern part of California, approximately 50 miles south of Ashland. Due to the educational nature of these trips, the district pays the expenses. 
Grenada (ESD) is hours away from any cultural or urban center within the state of 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


California so this trip gives these students a unique educational opportunity. Limiting district-funded trips to within California would eliminate many opportunities for these 
students who need to experience a wider world culture than they currently receive in Siskiyou County. This type of trip is both educationally and culturally enlightening for these rurally isolated students and will provide Grenada students with an educational experience in a way that would not be available to them otherwise.

The department recommends approval of this waiver request. EC Section 33051(b) will apply to this annual field trip for Grenada students traveling out of state to Oregon as long as the conditions of the waiver remain the same. 

Demographic Information: Grenada (ESD) has a student population of 132 and is located in the town of Grenada in rural Siskiyou County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2011
Local board approval date(s): April 16, 2009
Public hearing held on date(s): April 16, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): March 11, 2009
California State Employees Association, CSEA Grenada Teachers Association, GTA

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Jenny O’Gorman, GTA

Sandy Silva, CSEA 
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Council consulted: February 10, 2009

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval or denial.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (Original waiver is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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