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	REFERENCES:  Authority: California Education Code (EC) Section 52863.


	Purpose: To waive provisions of EC 52852.


	HISTORICAL NOTES

	None.


Statutory Provisions:
EC Section 52852 reads as follows:
A schoolsite council shall be established at each school which participates in school-based program coordination. The council shall be composed of the principal and representatives of:  teachers selected by teachers at the school; other school personnel selected by other school personnel at the school; parents of pupils attending the school selected by such parents; and, in secondary schools, pupils selected by pupils attending the school.
At the elementary level the council shall be constituted to ensure parity between (a) the principal, classroom teachers and other school personnel; and (b) parents or other community members selected by parents.
At the secondary level the council shall be constituted to ensure parity between (a) the principal, classroom teachers and other school personnel; and (b) equal numbers of parents, or other community members selected by parents, and pupils. 

At both the elementary and secondary levels, classroom teachers shall comprise the majority of persons represented under category (a).
Background: 
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Using the above statutory requirements an Elementary Schoolsite Council would have to consist of at least 10 people: 1 principal, 3 teachers and 1 other school employee (5 total) and 5 parents or other community members. This is very difficult number to achieve if the total number of students and teachers in the school is small.
Using the above statutory requirements a Secondary Schoolsite Council would have to consist of at least 12 people: 1 principal, 4 teachers and 1 other school employee (6 total) and 3 parents or other community members as well as 3 students (6 total). Again, this is very difficult number to achieve if the total number of students and teachers is small.
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Many of these waivers have been granted by the State Board of Education (SBE) in the past without a Waiver Policy. All of these waivers must be renewed every two years to ensure that the situation remains the same (per EC 52863.)
Waiver Evaluation Guidelines

California Department of Education staff places waiver requests consistent with the following evaluation guidelines on the SBE’s Consent Calendar.
Elementary

· For a very small school with 1 - 60 students: 1 principal, 1 teacher, 2 parents or committee members elected by parents. Total 4
· For a small school with 61 – 120: 1 principal, 2 teachers, 3 parents or community members. Total 6
Secondary
· For a very small school with 1 – 60 students: 1 principal, 1 teacher, 1 student, and 1 parent. Total 4

· For a small school with 61 – 120 students: 1 principal, 2 teachers, 1 student, and 2 parents. Total 6  

Schools with greater than 120 student population may also submit a waiver; however, these will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis for recommended number and composition, and will not go to the consent calendar. Not meeting a Waiver Policy is not a reason to deny a waiver. As a condition of any waiver approval, the agreed upon composition and number of school site council members will be specified for that school(s).
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