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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Update Including, but not Limited to, California Reports for Teachers, Demographic Data Corrections, Ordering and Pre-identification Workshops, Certification of Apportionment Information Reports, Norm-referenced Test, and Statewide Pupil Assessment Review Panel.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The California Reports for Teachers, demographic data corrections, and pre-identification (Pre-ID) workshops are included in the current contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) that the SBE approved in March 2006.
The SBE approved the current apportionment amounts in January 2008.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


California Reports for Teachers

California Reports for Teachers are to be shipped to district Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) coordinators during October of this year (see Attachment 1). The reports provide teachers with a summary of results for their previous year’s class(es) on the California Standards Tests (CSTs) for English–language arts and mathematics. Reports for individual teachers are to be given only to the teachers to whom they are addressed. 
Demographic Data Corrections

School districts have the opportunity to correct student demographic data for the spring 2008 STAR tests. Information about the process and charges for data corrections are included in the 2008 STAR Post-Test Guide which has been provided to districts. District STAR coordinators are to indicate their intent to file data corrections by submitting the data 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


correction request form to ETS, the STAR test contractor, by October 10, 2008. Actual corrections are to be entered by October 31. 

Ordering and Pre-Identification Workshops

ETS is conducting workshops on ordering and pre-identification (pre-ID) in October, November, and December in locations throughout the state to assist district STAR coordinators with order placement for STAR materials. To support district STAR coordinators, workshops will be held to ensure that correct pre-ID of STAR test materials procedures are followed. 

Certification of 2008 Apportionment Information Reports

District superintendents and charter school administrators whose schools tested independently of the district are to receive STAR 2008 Apportionment Information Reports in late October 2008. All information on the reports is taken directly from the district’s or charter school’s Student Data File, which is compiled from answer documents submitted for scoring. The district and test site STAR coordinators are responsible for inventory control and returning all test materials at the completion of testing to the contractor within the required time period per California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Education, Division 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter 3.75. The report includes counts of students tested with the CSTs, California Modified Assessment (CMA), California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS), Aprenda 3, and students exempted by parent or guardian request or for whom only demographic information was submitted. 
To be eligible for apportionment payment for the STAR Program, school districts and charter schools that tested independently of their district must certify the accuracy of the Apportionment Information Report for examinations administered during the calendar year. Certified reports must be postmarked by December 31, 2008. 

Norm-referenced Test

The enacted 2008-09 Budget Act eliminated $2.5 million in funding for the norm-referenced test (NRT) that is administered in grades three and seven as part of the STAR Program. As a result, the designated NRT (currently the CAT/6 Survey) will not be administered in spring 2009. Pursuant to enactment of Assembly Bill 519, the NRT will be eliminated from subsequent administrations of the STAR Program.

Statewide Pupil Assessment Review Panel

The Statewide Pupil Assessment Review Panel (SPAR) is instituted by statute to review test items for conformance with Education Code Section 60614. Panel members review test items for the purpose of ensuring that examinees do not receive questions regarding 
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personal beliefs or practices. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction appointed Sylvia Flores to the SPAR. Sylvia is a bilingual (Spanish-speaking) parent with a child in grade ten at Carson High School. She is the president of the Parent Teacher Student Association 10th District in Los Angeles. Ms. Flores will be joining Brian E. Conley of the Rancho Santiago Community College District and Robin T. Fisher of RT Fisher Educational Enterprises, Inc. on the SPAR.
The next SPAR meeting is October 15, 2008, during which the panel will review approximately 875 STAR items.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the CSTs, CMA, STS, and CAPA. The funding for the 2008 STAR apportionments was included in the 2007-08 annual appropriation for the STAR Program. A total of $12.6 million has been approved and is available to fund the 2008 STAR apportionments.
	ATTACHMENT(S)
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