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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination: Update including, but not limited to, 2007-08 Human Resources Research Organization Independent Evaluation Report, Independent Evaluation Study Request for Proposal, and Intensive Instruction and Services Funding.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


California Education Code (EC) Section 60855 requires that the CDE contract for an independent evaluation of the previous year’s CAHSEE testing activities. The CAHSEE independent evaluator, Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO), has, since 2000, prepared annual reports on the CAHSEE that have been provided to the SBE. All reports are on the CDE’s CAHSEE Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/evaluations.asp.
At the July 10, 2008, SBE meeting, an update regarding the settlement of the Kidd (Chapman) v. California Department of Education (CDE) lawsuit was provided to the SBE.  The item can be viewed on the SBE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/documents/jul08item19.doc.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Human Resources Research Organization Evaluation Report
Dr. Lauress Wise, Principal Investigator for the CAHSEE independent evaluator, HumRRO, submitted the 2007-08 Independent Evaluation Report to the CDE in October. The report contains findings and recommendations as well as an analysis of the results from the 2007-08 test administrations. The final report will be sent to SBE members and will be posted on the Internet at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/evaluations.asp in early November. PowerPoint slides from HumRRO’s presentation are provided as an attachment.
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
CAHSEE Independent Evaluation Study Request for Proposal (RFP)
As a result of the Kidd (Chapman) settlement agreement, the CDE is required to contract with an external consultant to conduct a study on grade twelve students who (1) have taken the CAHSEE with modifications and/or accommodations specified in their respective individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plans; (2) have not passed the CAHSEE; and (3) who have satisfied or will satisfy all other requirements for graduation from high school. The CDE issued an RFP on August 21, 2008. A verbal update on the status of the RFP will be provided.
Intensive Instruction and Services Funding
The Budget Act for 2008-09 authorizes over seventy-four million dollars ($74 million) for the purpose of providing intensive instruction and services for eligible grade eleven and grade twelve students who are required to pass the CAHSEE and have not passed one or both parts of the exam. EC Section 37254 and the 2008-09 Budget Act set forth the provisions for the CDE to allocate up to five hundred and thirty-one dollars ($531) per eligible grade twelve student to schools to provide these services. After allocations have been made to local educational agencies (LEAs) on behalf of eligible grade twelve students, the remaining funds will be allocated on the basis of eligible grade eleven students. 

In September of this year, LEAs were given the opportunity to apply for these intensive instruction funds, which were awarded in October of this year. EC Section 37254 indicates that intensive instruction and services may include, but are not limited to, all of the following:

· Individual or small-group instruction
· The hiring of additional teachers

· The purchasing, scoring, and reviewing of diagnostic assessments

· Counseling

· The designing of instruction to meet specific needs of eligible pupils

· Appropriate teacher training to meet the needs of eligible pupils

· Instruction in English–language arts or mathematics, or both, that eligible pupils need to pass those parts of the CAHSEE not yet passed

· Instruction and services by a public or nonpublic entity, as determined by the LEA
FISCAL ANALYSIS
Costs associated with the HumRRO report and the CAHSEE Independent Evaluation Study RFP are included in current contracts. Costs associated with the intensive instruction and services funding is included in the Budget Act for 2008-09.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 2008 CAHSEE Evaluation Report PowerPoint (20 pages)
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