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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2008 AGENDA 

	SUBJECT

Public Charter Schools Grant Program: Approve the List of Recommended Dissemination Grant Awardees.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the attached list of recommended dissemination grant awardees for the Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP).

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Through the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, grants are awarded to states to support the expansion of charter schools and the dissemination of best practices that can significantly improve academic achievement. Through sub-grants, state educational agencies make funds available to charter schools to share best practices with other charter and non-charter schools. The CDE distributes these funds on a competitive basis through the Request for Application (RFA) process. During the 2004-2007 grant cycle, the SBE approved the distribution of approximately $4.2 million to 17 California charter schools to disseminate best practices throughout the state.

In July 2008, the SBE approved a new RFA for the PCSGP that included greater flexibility for charter schools to disseminate best practices of statewide impact on academic achievement and on reducing achievement gaps in California’s kindergarten through grade twelve educational system. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The PCSGP is authorized by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title V, Part B. In July 2007, California was awarded $101 million in grant funds for 2007-2010 for the PCSGP. Up to ten percent of this award is available to successful charter schools for activities related to the dissemination of best practices used in their schools. This award, which will fund seven two-year dissemination grant awards totaling $5,931,000, will be disbursed in annual allocations. All remaining local assistance funds will be 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


allocated to new charter schools to assist with costs associated with starting a new charter school. 

Under this agenda item, the CDE requests that the SBE approve the award of seven dissemination grants to applicants listed in Attachment 1. Highlights of the seven recommended grant projects include the following:  

· Eagle Peak Montessori School, in conjunction with the Charter School Development Center, will disseminate critical governance best practices to California’s public school leaders. Activities include charter board development, development of comprehensive bylaws and minutes, and development of data-driven academic and fiscal reports.
· University High Charter School, working with California State University, Fresno, and California Polytechnic State University, will disseminate Modeling Science Instruction, a project designed to create systemic change in the way students learn the sciences through intensive, hands-on, professional development.
· Animo Leadership Charter High School will disseminate its school leadership and accountability model, focusing on leading and managing change, improving instructional quality and learning, building seamless accountability systems, developing collaborative relationships, and creating a culture aligned with the school’s vision, mission, and values. Tripod Surveys, developed by Dr. Ron Ferguson, Director of the Achievement Gap Initiative at Harvard University, will be used to evaluate the impact Amino’s training program has had on the culture within each of the beneficiary schools.
· Environmental Charter High School, which has a mission to provide a rigorous student-centered college preparatory curriculum focused on solving environmental issues, will disseminate four school-wide environmental education instructional modules that have served as the cornerstones of its environmental program.
· Huntington Park College-Ready Academy High School, collaborating with Cambridge Education and Los Angeles Unified School District, will disseminate the school’s process of self-evaluation, effective lesson observations with data-based feedback for improvement, and targeted strategic planning.
· High Tech Middle will develop graduate level programs for middle school teachers, which will be disseminated through the High Tech High Graduate School of Education (HTHGSE). The grant will provide funding for 100 middle school teachers to obtain their teaching credential through HTHGSE.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· King Chavez Athletics Academy will disseminate its best practices in governance, leadership, and school culture that transformed it from a Year 5 Program Improvement school into a highly successful conversion school with an Academic Performance Index of 739, a 181 point increase in three years.  
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


PCSGP funds will be released in accordance with the process and time lines specified in California’s federal PCSGP grant.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: List of Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) Dissemination Grant Applicants Recommended for Approval (1 Page)
	List of Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) Dissemination Grant Applicants Recommended for Approval



	The seven dissemination grant applicants listed below are recommended for approval under the federal PCSGP, federal fiscal year 2008 allocation of $26,010,356 and federal fiscal year 2009 estimated allocation of $48,000,000.  There will be no additional dissemination grants awarded during the 2007-2010 grant project period.


	 
	Dissemination Grant Applicants
	 

	County
	School Name
	Maximum Grant Award

	Contra Costa
	Eagle Peak Montessori School
	$635,000

	Fresno
	University High Charter School
	$425,000

	Los Angeles
	Animo Leadership Charter High School
	$1,200,000

	Los Angeles
	Environmental Charter High School
	$215,000

	Los Angeles
	Huntington Park College-Ready Academy High School
	$1,100,000

	San Diego
	High Tech Middle 
	$1,856,000

	San Diego
	King Chavez Athletics Academy
	$500,000

	
	
	

	 
	Total: 
	$5,931,000
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