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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Petition Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Emery Unified School District under California Education Code sections 60421(d) and 60200(g) to purchase specified non-adopted instructional materials (It’s about Time, Project Based Life Science, 7th grade) using Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program monies.
Waiver Number: 4-9-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

The California Department of Education recommends approval from September 1, 2008, through September 1, 2010. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This is the first petition request to purchase non-adopted instructional materials from Emery Unified School District (USD). Language in California Education Code (EC) Section 60421(d) specifically authorizes the SBE to grant petitions for the purchase of non-adopted materials with IMFRP funds.

The SBE adopted the sixth and eighth grade science programs by It’s About Time on November 9, 2006, as part of the 2006 Science Primary Adoption. The seventh grade program was not submitted for adoption, therefore petition is needed to approve the use of the materials, as well as the purchase of any needed replacements using IMFRP funds.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Emery USD is petitioning to count the non-adopted seventh grade program from It’s About Time against the requirement in the IMFRP that students be provided with materials from a new SBE adoption list by the start of the fall term no more than 24 months after SBE action on that adoption. The district was provided the materials free by the publisher as part of a field trial, and is using them along with the state-adopted sixth and eighth grade materials from It’s About Time. 
Emery USD’s student assessment score results in science are well below the state average, but show considerable recent improvement. The percentage of students who scored at “Proficient” or higher on the 2008 California Standards Test in science doubled from 15 percent in 2007 to 30 percent in 2008, compared to 52 percent 
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
statewide. The percentage of students in the “Far Below Basic” category fell from 22 percent to 2 percent during the same period.

Allowing the district to use the seventh grade program from It’s About Time would create a more integrated middle school science curriculum that is more likely to result in continued improvement in student achievement than requiring them to implement a seventh grade program from a different publisher.
The district has submitted a standards map that shows alignment of the It’s About Time seventh grade program with the content standards in science which were reviewed by the department staff in this petition request.  
The department recommends approval of this program from September 1, 2008, through September 1, 2010. 
Demographic Information: Emery USD has a student population of 802 (403 in kindergarten through grade eight) and is located in the urban fringe of a large city in Alameda County. 

Authority for Petition: EC Section 60421(d) and 60200(g)

Period of request: September 1, 2008, to September 1, 2010
Local board approval date(s): September 3, 2008
Public hearing held on date(s): August 20, 2008
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The instructional materials covered by this petition request were provided free by the publisher. The district has stated that if the petition is rejected, it will have to purchase a separate SBE-adopted science program for seventh grade, along with supporting materials and professional development. The district states that these costs would constitute a “considerable percentage” of its IMFRP allotment of approximately $55,000. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Petition Waiver Request (4 pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.).

Revised:  10/21/2008 9:33 AM
Revised:  10/21/2008 9:33 AM

