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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Update including, but not limited to, Report of 2008 Results, and California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) and California Modified Assessment (CMA) Standard Setting.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) direct SBE and CDE staff to conduct regional public hearings via a Webcast on proposed performance levels (cut scores) for the revised CAPA and the CMA (grades three, four, and five) to be brought forward to the SBE in November for adoption.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE has adopted performance levels (cut scores) for the English-language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, and social science California Standards Tests (CSTs). The most recent performance levels adopted by the SBE were for the science tests for grades eight and ten, developed to meet the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). The SBE adopted these cut scores in March 2006.
California Education Code Section 60641(b) specifies that the CDE shall make the STAR Program results available on the Internet by August 15 of each year. The SBE receives a summary of STAR Program results annually.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


CAPA and CMA Performance Standard Setting

As with previous standard settings, a group of educators and community members will be convened to recommend performance levels (cut scores) for the revised CAPA and CMA tests. The performance standard-setting process is used to determine the depth and breadth of the content standards a student must have to demonstrate competency at each performance standard or level. The CAPA performance standard-setting group will meet September 16–18, 2008. The CMA performance standard-setting group will meet September 24–26, 2008. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)




Recently, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) informed the CDE that in order to be granted flexibility regarding the use of the CMA and CAPA in adequate yearly progress (AYP), the CDE would need to recalculate the AYP using the CMA and CAPA performance levels by early November. If California is not granted this flexibility, schools and local educational agencies (LEAs) with large numbers of students with disabilities will not make AYP. In the past, the CDE has brought proposed performance standards to the SBE prior to holding the regional public hearings. These regional public hearings are required by Education Code Section 60605. If the same process is used for the CAPA and CMA performance standards, January would be earliest SBE-approved cut scores could be established. This would not meet the November timeline requested by the ED. 

In order to meet this AYP timeline of early November, the CDE is recommending that the SBE direct CDE and SBE staff to conduct regional public hearings on the proposed performance levels prior to the November SBE Meeting. This schedule will allow the CDE to bring the proposed performance levels and public comments from these hearings to the SBE at its November meeting for discussion and adoption at that meeting. Approval of this recommended action would allow the cut scores to be approved in time for the calculation of AYP in early November while also meeting the requirements of Education Code Section 60605. An October Information Item will be provided to the SBE regarding the cut scores as proposed by the standard-setting panels.
STAR Program CMA Field Test

As of July 23, 2008, 85 school districts have agreed to participate in the CMA field tests in the 2009 test administration. Writing tests will be administered for grades four and seven, mathematics for grades six and seven, and English-language arts for grades six, seven, and eight.
STAR Program 2008 Results

The CSTs are the core of California’s assessment and accountability systems for schools and districts. CST, CAPA, and CMA results are the major components used to calculate schools’ and subgroups’ Academic Performance Indexes (APIs). These results are also used to determine whether elementary and middle schools make AYP toward helping students become proficient on the state’s academic content standards as required by NCLB. The grade ten CAPA results are used in conjunction with the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) results to meet this requirement for high schools.

The 2008 results for schools, school districts, counties, and state programs were released on the Internet at http://star.cde.ca.gov on Thursday, August 14, and included test results for more than 4.7 million students (Attachment 1). This release of test results does not include the results for approximately 30,000 students in five LEAs that obtained approved SBE waivers to operate nonstandard school years. These five LEAs complete testing in August, and their results will be posted on or about September 17. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The five LEAs are Bay Area School, Fresno Unified, Long Beach Unified, Stone Corral Elementary, and Travis Unified. 
Districts have the option of correcting inaccurate student demographic data that were submitted. The data correction process should be completed by the end of October, and final 2008 results will be posted on the Internet during December.

Aprenda 3 test result reports for 2008 were provided to school districts beginning August 1. Approximately 11,167 students in 374 school districts were administered the Aprenda 3. This was the last administration of the Aprenda 3 examination. As of the 2009 administration of the STAR tests, all eligible Spanish-speaking English learners in grades two through eleven will be assessed using the STS exam.

Post-test workshops for district STAR coordinators are scheduled to be held during August and September to present information on the interpretation and use of the test results. Workshops will be held in Sacramento, Los Angeles, Kern, Santa Clara, and San Diego; videoconferencing will be provided to Santa Barbara, San Joaquin, Riverside, and Monterey. Workshops will be webcast, with host sites in Trinity, Tuolumne, Humboldt, and Ventura. The purpose of the workshops is to assist school districts in interpreting and using STAR data.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the CSTs, STS, CAPA, and CMA.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 2008 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program Summary of       Results (16 Pages)
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