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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

U.S. Department of Education (ED) Peer Review of Standards and Assessment: Update of Peer Review Results, including but not limited to action taken by the State Board of Education (SBE) in July 2008 related to mathematics in grade 8.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Mathematics and English-Language Arts

The ED conducts a peer review of each state’s standards and assessment system. In July 2006, the CDE provided the SBE with information regarding California’s initial peer review. The ED identified outstanding concerns with California’s Academic Achievement Standards (finding 2.0) and its Full Assessment System (finding 3.0).

The CDE submitted sufficient evidence to satisfy finding 2.0-Academic Achievement Standards. Specifically, the ED found that the performance level descriptors submitted in October 2007 fully met the peer review requirements. However, the peer review found California to be out of compliance with finding 3.0-Full Assessment System. Specifically, the ED indicated that the General Mathematics (GM) test was aligned to below-grade level content standards. 
On February 6, 2008, a letter from the ED to SBE and CDE included two suggestions for compliance: 1) California could phase in, over a period of no more than three years, 
a requirement that all students in grade eight take Algebra I; or 2) eliminate the GM test and develop a new test aligned with the Algebra I content standards.
The SBE took action at the March 2008 SBE meeting to authorize the development of a new mathematics test aligned to Algebra I content standards, replacing the GM test. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


The CDE developed a blueprint for the new assessment and presented it to the SBE for approval at the June 2008 SBE meeting. The SBE discussed and then tabled this item until the July 2008 SBE meeting.

At the July 2008 meeting, the SBE directed SBE and CDE staff to work with the ED to develop a compliance agreement whereby the Algebra 1 end-of-course exam becomes the sole test of record for federal accountability purposes under the No Child Left Behind Act for eighth grade mathematics, with a reasonable transition period for the State to build capacity across the system. The Board intended that the required federal hearing take place in the late summer or early fall and that the agreement be ready for SBE review at its September 2008 board meeting. 
 
The SBE motion further instructed SBE and CDE staff to pursue a waiver to allow scores from students who score proficient or above on the Algebra 1 end-of-course exam during seventh grade to be “banked” and included for federal accountability purposes the following year. The SBE also directed SBE and CDE staff to assemble a workgroup to develop priorities for longer term discussions with the ED related to NCLB.
Science

In a letter to chief state schools officers dated February 28, 2008, the ED announced the peer review process for science assessments. At the March 2008 meeting, the SBE heard from CDE staff regarding this process. On April 18, 2008, the CDE and SBE submitted to the ED California’s core science assessment information.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Math

Prior to its July 2008 meeting, both the SBE and the CDE had expressed their strong desire to receive a timeline waiver from the ED as an alternative to entering into a compliance agreement (see letter from Chairman Mitchell and Superintendent O’Connell, April 10, 2008). However, at that time, the ED was unwilling to grant a timeline waiver. Subsequent to the July meeting, in a phone conference between representatives of the SBE, the CDE, and the ED, the ED agreed to enter into negotiations for a timeline waiver instead of a compliance agreement. Accordingly, the SBE and CDE staff have begun those discussions with ED.
Science

In a letter dated July 21, 2008, the ED acknowledged that California appears to have

met the basic requirements for administering science assessments for 2007-08. The ED requested additional evidence showing that either: 1) all students were included in the 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


science assessments; or 2) the California Alternative Performance Assessment includes science results. The 2008-09 science assessment peer reviews are scheduled for late October and early November 2008, and late March 2009.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Costs are not yet determined but could be significant.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Any updates regarding this item may be provided as an Item Addendum.
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