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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
September 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Elk Grove Unified School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 52084(a), the Grade Nine Class Size Reduction Program (Morgan-Hart), to receive funding for a full year, double period of English 9/English Intervention and a full year, double period of Algebra I/Algebra Intervention for targeted 
low-performing students (four courses total).
Waiver Number: 16-6-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the total funding to the district will not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district; all classes will be held to the 20:1 ratio average (with no more than 22 in any one class) and EC 33051(c) will apply. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has previously discussed Grade Nine Class Size Reduction issues. Many waivers have been approved to increase the number of classes being offered under the program, with conditions that the other statutory requirements of the program be maintained.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


This is a request to waive EC Section 52084(a) of the Grade 9 Class Size Reduction (CSR) statutes that limit the maximum number of classes in the program to “one or two” in grade nine. 

The 2007 California Standards Test (CST) results for this district indicate that while significant numbers of students have demonstrated academic success, there are still many students who require additional academic support, as evidenced by the following:

· 26% the district’s incoming ninth grade students scored Below Basic or Far Below Basic in English Language Arts

· 21% the district’s incoming 10th grade students scored Below Basic or Far Below levels in English Language Arts

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· 28% the LEA’s 8th grade students scored Below Basic or Far Below Basic on the General Math 8th grade CST

· 38% of the students that take Algebra 1 scored Below Basic (BB) or Far Below Basic (FBB)

In order to support all students in reaching Elk Grove’s academic expectations and ensure that all schools must meet the requirements of the federal Adequate Yearly Progress, the district is requesting a general waiver to the ninth grade Class Size Reduction (CSR) program. If this waiver is granted, students with the greatest academic need would be concurrently enrolled in their regular English 9 and Algebra l courses as well as in an intervention support class. The regular English 9 and Algebra l courses would be taught at grade level and be standards-based. The concurrent intervention support class would extend the learning opportunities for those students in these subjects by allowing the student to have more time and additional instructional support to master the rigorous grade level standards. Both classes would adhere to the required CSR 20 to 1 ratio.

The California Department of Education recommends that this waiver be approved for the 2008-09 school year on the conditions that the total funding to the district will not exceed two times the ninth grade enrollment of the district, and all classes will be held to the 20:1 ratio average (with no more than 22 in any one class).

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050
Period of request: September 12, 2008 to September 11, 2010 
Local board approval date(s): June 10, 2008
Public hearing held on date(s): June 10, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): April 3, 2008
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Elk Grove Education Association/Carl Woodbury
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

Posted at Elk Grove USD Education Center, and on Elk Grove USD website
Advisory committee(s) consulted: The following school site councils reviewed and approved this waiver request: Elk Grove High School; Florin High School; Franklin High School; Laguna Creek High School; Monterey Trail High School; Pleasant Grove High School; Sheldon High School; and Valley High School 
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Elk Grove High School 04/23/08; Florin High School 05/05/08; Franklin High School 05/12/08; Laguna Creek High School 05/15/08; Monterey Trail High School 05/12/08; Pleasant Grove High School 05/14/08; Sheldon High School 04/18/08; Valley High School 05/07/08   
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages). This attachment is not available for 
  web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE office or the Waiver


  Office.
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