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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
September 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Federal Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Fort Bragg Unified School District for a waiver of Section 131(d)(1) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-270).
Waiver Number: Fed-14-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent



	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Section 131(d)(1) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-270) requires local educational agencies (LEAs) whose allocations are less than $15,000 to enter into a consortium with other LEAs for the purpose of meeting the $15,000 minimum grant requirement. Section 131(d)(2) of the Perkins Act permits states to waive the consortium agreement based on factors set out in State Board of Education (SBE) waiver policy as follows:

The LEA is:

· A district or agency in a rural, sparsely populated area (as defined by National Center for Education Statistics [NCES] Locale Codes 33, 41, 42, and 43), or

· A public charter school operating secondary vocational and technical education programs (as evidenced by a SBE-issued charter number), and
The LEA:

· Demonstrates that it is unable to enter into a consortium for purposes of providing activities under this section (as evidenced by a description from the LEA or California Department of Education (CDE) of efforts to enter into a consortium).
Many waivers of this type have been approved by the SBE. The SBE approved a revision to SBE Waiver Policy 01-01, Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act: Consortium Requirement for Minimum Allocation on November 9, 2006. This waiver meets these criteria.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Fort Bragg Unified School District (Fort Bragg USD) is located in Mendocino County in the town of Fort Bragg. Mendocino County is on the north coast of California, north of the San Francisco Bay Area and west of the Central Valley. The county is noted for its distinctive Pacific Ocean coastline, redwood forests, wine production, and remote access.
As of 2006, the population was 88,109 or 23 people per square mile. By comparison to Sacramento County which has 2,200 people per square mile, Mendocino County is sparsely populated. The county encompasses a total area of 3,878 square miles. The county seat is Ukiah which is 57 miles from Fort Bragg. The closest town to Fort Bragg is Willits, located 35 miles away. The district serves 1,927 students at nine schools, including two high schools.

NCES has designated schools in Fort Bragg with the Locale Codes 33, 41, 42, or 43 to mean rural sparsely populated areas. The distance between towns, coupled with the small population, makes forming a consortium difficult. CDE staff has verified that the district meets the criteria of the SBE policy.

The California Department of Education recommends approval.
Demographic Information: Fort Bragg Unified School District has a student population of 1,927 and is located in Fort Bragg in Mendocino County.
Authority for Waiver: PL 109-270 Section 131(d)(2)
Period of request: July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2011
Local board approval date(s): May 8, 2008
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval will enable Fort Bragg USD to receive $14,837 in annual Perkins funds without having to participate in a consortium. The waiver has no significant effect on the distribution of Perkins funds statewide.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Consent Item: Backup material, waiver request forms and supporting documents are  not available for Web viewing but are available for inspection in the Waiver Office. 
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