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California Modified Assessment (CMA) Participation Criteria


At the September State Board of Education (SBE) meeting the suggested participation criteria was brought before the Board for information. The California Department of Education (CDE) included the following timeline to gather feedback on the criteria:

September

21
Presentation at the Special Education Advisory Commission

October


             4
Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) Meeting 

  9
Presentation at the North/South Information Meeting (Sacramento)

16
Presentation at the North/South Information Meeting (Ontario)

19
Presentation at the Special Education Advisory Commission

25
Los Angeles Area Focus Group (LAUSD) 

29
Mock IEP Team Meeting
November

  1
Merced Area Focus Group (MCOE) 
Special Education Advisory Commission and Technical Advisory Group
The September version of the criteria was presented to the Special Education Advisory Commission on two separate occasions and the Technical Advisory Group. The edits they proposed included:

· Inclusion of language that would define how a student who previously took California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) would be allowed to participate in the administration of the CMA

· Inclusion of CAPA in the Definition of Terms section

· Clarification that the CMA student is not eligible to take CAPA

· Move previous participation section to number one

All suggestions were accepted by department staff and incorporated into the version presented for adoption.

Special Education Local Plan Area and North / South Information Meetings
The September version of the criteria was distributed at the SELPA Directors meeting and at the North/South Information Meetings; comments were received, faxed, or e-mailed to department staff. The edits proposed included:

· Inclusion of language that would define how a student who previously took CAPA would be allowed to participate in the administration of the CMA

· Move Previous Participation section to number 1
· Inclusion of language that would clarify that a student who previously took the CST may have taken the CST with modifications

· Inclusion of modified academic achievement standards in the Definition of Terms section

Suggestions were incorporated into the version presented for adoption.

Los Angeles Area Focus Groups
The Los Angeles Area Focus Groups were convened on October 25 and hosted by the Los Angeles Unified School District. Department staff gathered insight for the development of additional edits to a version of the participation criteria that had compiled all the edits to date. The edits proposed included:

· Inclusion of language that would define how a student who previously took CAPA would be allowed to participate in the administration of the CMA

· Inclusion of CAPA in the Definition of Terms section

· Clarification that the CMA student is not eligible to take CAPA

· Move Previous Participation section to number 1
Suggestions were incorporated into the version presented for adoption.

Mock Individualized Education Program (IEP)
Sacramento City Unified School District graciously hosted three mock IEP teams whereby department staff were able to observe the IEP teams developing the IEP plans based on the suggested CMA Participation Criteria (a version that included all the edits to date), California Modified Assessment Test Variations and Accommodations for the 2008 Administration, IEP Team Checklist Student Participation in the California Standards Test, California Modified Assessment, or the California Alternate Performance Assessment Guidelines for IEP Team Decision Making, Explanation of the CMA Participation Criteria. Department staff received no edits to the participation criteria, but did receive good information regarding additional supplementary documents that would assist the IEP teams in their decision making. 

Merced Area Focus Group
The Merced County Office of Education hosted a focus group on November 1; the department received no additional edits. Department staff did receive insightful information on potential supplementary documents that would be of help to the IEP teams.
Attachments
Attachment 1: California Modified Assessment Participation Criteria — November 2007 (version for adoption) (2 Pages)
Attachment 2:
California Modified Assessment Participation Criteria — November 2007 (strike-out and underline version of the September SBE Item showing all edits from beginning to adoption) (4 Pages)
Attachment 3:
Additional Decision Making Considerations for the California Modified Assessment (1 Page)
Attachment 4:
California Modified Assessment Definition of Terms (2 Pages)
Attachment 5:
DRAFT SAMPLE Questions to Aid in the IEP Team’s Decision Making (3 Pages)
Attachment 6:
SAMPLES CST Items and CMA Items (4 Pages)

California Modified Assessment
Participation Criteria

These criteria for guiding individualized education program (IEP) teams in making decisions about which students with disabilities should participate in the California Modified Assessment (CMA) are based, in part, on Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
Part 200—Title I—Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged.

1. Previous Participation

CST

The student shall have taken the California Standards Test (CST) in a previous year and scored Below Basic or Far Below Basic in the subject area being assessed by the CMA and may have taken the CST with modifications.

CAPA

Previous participation in the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) shall not preclude a student from participation in the CMA.

· The student shall have taken the CAPA Level 2–5 in two previous years and received a performance level of either Proficient or Advanced
Note:
The student shall not be allowed to take both the CAPA and CMA; students shall take the CMA in the subject areas being assessed or the CST in the subject areas being assessed

2. Progress Based On Multiple Measures and Objective Evidence
The student’s disability has precluded the student from achieving grade-level proficiency, as demonstrated by such objective evidence as the student’s performance on the CST and other assessments that can validly document academic achievement within the year covered by the student’s IEP plan. The determination of the student’s progress must be based on multiple measurements, over a period of time that are valid for the subjects being assessed. 
· The student will not receive a proficient score on the CST (even with provision of accommodations) based on evidence from multiple, valid, and objective measures of student progress (or lack of progress)

3. Response To Appropriate Instruction
The student’s progress to date in response to appropriate grade- level instruction, including special education and related services designed to address the student’s individual needs, is such that, even if significant growth occurs, the IEP team is reasonably certain that the student will not achieve grade-level proficiency within the year covered by the student’s IEP plan. 
· The student who is assessed with the CMA has access to the curriculum, including instruction and materials for the grade in which the student is enrolled
· The student’s IEP plan includes grade-level California content standards-based goals and support in the classroom for a subject or subjects assessed by the CMA. 

· The student has received special education and related services to support access to and progress in the general curriculum in which the student is enrolled
· The IEP team has determined that the student will not achieve grade-level proficiency even with instructional intervention
4. High School Diploma
The student who takes alternate assessments based on modified academic achievement standards is not precluded from attempting to complete requirements, as defined by the State, for a regular high school diploma. 
Note:
Students must continue to meet the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirements in order to receive a diploma from a California public high school.
5. Parents Are Informed

Parents of the students selected to be assessed with the CMA are informed that their child’s achievement will be measured based on modified achievement standards.
Note:
The test, while based on grade level content, is less rigorous than the CST.
California Modified Assessment (CMA)

Participation Criteria

These criteria for guiding individualized education program (IEP) teams in making decisions about which students with disabilities should participate in the California Modified Assessment (CMA) are based, in part, on Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
Part 200—Title I—Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged.

1. Previous Participation

CST

The student shall have taken the California Standards Test (CST) in a previous year and scored Below Basic or Far Below Basic in the subject area being assessed by the CMA and may have taken the CST with modifications.
CAPA
Previous participation in the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) shall not preclude a student from participation in the CMA.

· The student shall have taken the CAPA Level 2–5 in two previous years and received a performance level of either Proficient or Advanced
Note:
The student shall not be allowed to take both the CAPA and CMA; students shall take the CMA in the subject areas being assessed or the CST in the subject areas being assessed

2. Progress Based On Multiple Measures and Objective Evidence
The student’s disability has precluded the student from achieving grade-level proficiency, as demonstrated by such objective evidence as the student’s performance on the California Standards Test (CST) and other assessments that can validly document academic achievement within the year covered by the student’s IEP plan. 
The determination of the student’s progress must be based on multiple measurements, over a period of time, that are valid for the subjects being assessed. 
· The student shall have taken the CST in a previous year and scored Below Basic or Far Below Basic in the subject area being assessed by the CMA and may have taken the CST with modifications.

· The student will not receive a proficient score on the The student shall demonstrate that he/ or she cannot attain proficiency on the CST (even with the provision of accommodations) based on evidence from documented multiple, valid, and objective measures of student’s progress (or lack of progress)
3. Response To Appropriate Instruction
The student’s progress to date in response to appropriate grade-level instruction, including special education and related services designed to address the student’s individual needs, is such that, even if significant growth occurs, the IEP team is reasonably certain that the student will not achieve grade-level proficiency within the year covered by the student’s IEP plan. 
· The student who is assessed with the CMA has access to the curriculum, including instruction and materials for the grade in which the student is enrolled
· The student’s IEP plan includes grade-level California content standards-based goals and support in the classroom for a subject or subjects assessed by the CMA. Those goals are based on the California content standards for the grade in which the student is enrolled
· The student has received special education and related services to support access to and progress in the general curriculum in which the student is enrolled
· The IEP team has determined that the student will not achieve grade-level proficiency even with instructional intervention

4. High School Diploma
The student who takes alternate assessments based on modified academic achievement standards is not precluded from attempting to complete requirements, as defined by the State, for a regular high school diploma. 
Note:
Students must continue to meet the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirements in order to receive a diploma from a California public high school.
5. Parents Are Informed

Parents of the students selected to be assessed with the CMA are informed that their child’s achievement will be measured based on modified achievement standards.

Note:
The test, while based on grade level content, is less rigorous than the CST.
Additional Decision Making Considerations for CMA 

1. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based on the amount of time the student is receiving special education services.

2. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based on excessive or extended absences.
3. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based on language, culture, or economic differences.

4. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based solely on the student’s disability (i.e., deafness/blindness, visual, auditory and or motor disabilities) but rather the student’s inability to appropriately demonstrate their his or her knowledge on the California content standards through the CST.
5. The decision to use the CMA is an IEP team decision based on student needs.
Definition of Terms
CAPA is designed to assess those students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the CST or the CMA even with accommodations and/or modifications. The CDE developed CAPA to comply with the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. CAPA links directly to the California academic content standards at each grade level and accurately reflects the portions of the content standards from Kindergarten through high school that are accessible to students with significant cognitive disabilities. CAPA is given in grade spans (Levels I – V).
CMA is designed to assess those students whose disabilities preclude them from achieving grade-level proficiency on an assessment of the California content standards with or without accommodations. The assessment has been modified to provide additional access to adequately assess the student’s knowledge of the California content standards. The CDE developed CMA to comply with the flexibility offered through the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
CST in English-language arts, mathematics, science, and history-social science are administered only to students in California public schools. Except for a writing component that is administered as part of the grade four and seven English-language arts tests, all questions are multiple-choice. These tests were developed specifically to assess students' knowledge of the California content standards.
California content standards were adopted by the State Board of Education and specify what all California children are expected to know and be able to do in each grade or course.
Goals are those written by the IEP team, while not inclusive, for reading, writing, and mathematics and may include support for those areas in additional courses or study. 

Grade-level proficiency is the student’s knowledge and mastery of the California Content Standards for the subjects being assessed. This determination should be made by reviewing the content standards for the given grade level and should not be confused with STAR Performance Levels as reported on the STAR student report

Objective evidence is the most recent data available for the student’s performance on the California Standards Test (CST), CAPA, or CMA and locally used assessments and/or assignments, whether used for placement, diagnosis or to track student progress throughout the year.
Multiple Measures are various assessments and/or instruments, including STAR program assessments, as well as locally used assessments and/or assignments, whether used for placement, diagnosis or to track student progress throughout the year.
Valid refers to the degree to which evidence and theory support the intended purpose of the test and the interpretation of test scores for the subjects being assessed.
California Modified Assessment
Additional Decision Making Considerations for CMA 

1. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based on the amount of time the student is receiving special education services.

2. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based on excessive or extended absences.

3. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based on language, culture, or economic differences.

4. The decision to participate in the CMA is not based solely on the student’s disability (i.e., deafness/blindness, visual, auditory and or motor disabilities) but rather the student’s inability to appropriately demonstrate his or her knowledge on the California content standards through the CST.

5. The decision to use the CMA is an IEP team decision based on student needs.

California Modified Assessment
Definition of Terms

CAPA is designed to assess those students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the CST or the CMA even with accommodations and/or modifications. The CDE developed CAPA to comply with the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. CAPA links directly to the California academic content standards at each grade level and accurately reflects the portions of the content standards from Kindergarten through high school that are accessible to students with significant cognitive disabilities. CAPA is given in grade spans (Levels I – V).
CMA is designed to assess those students whose disabilities preclude them from achieving grade-level proficiency on an assessment of the California content standards with or without accommodations. The assessment has been modified to provide additional access to adequately assess the student’s knowledge of the California content standards. The CDE developed CMA to comply with the flexibility offered through the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

CST in English-language arts, mathematics, science, and history-social science are administered only to students in California public schools. Except for a writing component that is administered as part of the grade four and seven English-language arts tests, all questions are multiple-choice. These tests were developed specifically to assess students' knowledge of the California content standards.
California content standards were adopted by the State Board of Education and specify what all California children are expected to know and be able to do in each grade or course.
Goals are those written by the IEP team, while not inclusive, for reading, writing, and mathematics and may include support for those areas in additional courses or study. 

Grade-level proficiency is the student’s knowledge and mastery of the California Content Standards for the subjects being assessed. This determination should be made by reviewing the content standards for the given grade level and should not be confused with STAR Performance Levels as reported on the STAR student report

Objective evidence is the most recent data available for the student’s performance on the California Standards Test (CST), CAPA, or CMA and locally used assessments and/or assignments, whether used for placement, diagnosis or to track student progress throughout the year.

Modified academic achievement standards are used to measure the students achievement on the California Modified Assessment; are aligned to the California content standards, but less difficult than the grade-level academic achievement standards; and are developed through a validated standard setting process.

Multiple Measures are various assessments and/or instruments, including STAR program assessments, as well as locally used assessments and/or assignments, whether used for placement, diagnosis or to track student progress throughout the year.
Valid refers to the degree to which evidence and theory support the intended purpose of the test and the interpretation of test scores for the subjects being assessed.
Questions to Aid in the 
IEP Team’s Decision Making

A student’s IEP team should discuss the following questions when determining how the student can best participate in the STAR Program assessments (the CSTs, the CMA, or the CAPA).

Question 1:
To what extent does the student access the general curriculum and grade level instruction in each subject area? How much progress has the student made in the general education curriculum? If the student received more or more intensive instruction on grade-level, would the student be able to achieve grade level within the school year in one or more subjects?

a. Will the student’s disability keep the student from achieving grade-level proficiency (e.g., . . .)?

b. Is the student’s progress to date in response to appropriate instruction so that, even if the student makes significant academic growth, the IEP team reasonably certain that the student will not achieve grade-level proficiency within the year covered by the IEP?

Question 2:
What does assessment data show in regard to the student’s progress in the general education curriculum? Can this be demonstrated through objective evidence and other multiple measures?

a. Is there valid, objective evidence available that can document the student’s academic achievement (e.g., valid multiple measures that include such assessments as the student’s performance on the CSTs, district benchmark assessments, and or assessments for identification)?

b. Have the valid multiple measures been demonstrated and documented over time?

c. Do the valid multiple measures cover the same year (time period) as the IEP?

Question 3:
What special education and related services have been included in the student’s IEP? To what extent do these services support access to grade-level standards in the grade level curriculum? Are the services delivered as written? Could the IEP team plan more or more intensive special education and related services that would enable the student to achieve grade level proficiency within the year? 

a. Does the student’s IEP include support in the classroom and goals for the subjects (i.e., content areas) that would be assessed by the CAPA or CMA?

b. Are the student’s goals for the content areas based on the California content standards for the grade in which the student is enrolled?

Question 4:
What instructional accommodations or modifications have been provided based on student needs? Has the student been provided appropriate accommodations, based on student needs, for instruction and assessment? Have the accommodations been effective in helping the student access the general curriculum? Should other accommodations be considered?

a. Is the student being provided additional instructional support or special education services in order to gain access to the curriculum?

b. Is the student being provided additional instructional support or special education services in order to gain access to the curriculum?

c. Is the student receiving instruction for the grade in which he or she is enrolled?

d. Can the student successfully gain access to the statewide assessment (specifically the CSTs) with accommodations or modifications?

Question 5:
What progress has the student made toward IEP goals and how has that progress been demonstrated? Is the student making progress toward IEP goals? Are the student’s IEP goals based on grade level academic content standards? Why or why not?

a. Does the student demonstrate behaviors (adaptive or cognitive) that require substantial adjustments to be made to the general curriculum?

(Note: A student may participate in many of the same activities as his or her non-disabled peers; however, his or her learning objectives and expected outcomes may focus on the functional applications of the general curriculum.)

Question 6:
Is the student continuing to meet the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirements in order to receive a diploma from a California public high school? If not, what are the current barriers to receiving a diploma?

Question 7:
Has the parent been informed that their child will participate in an assessment measured by modified academic achievement standards? The test, while based on grade level content, is less rigorous than the CST.
How Will the Student with an 
IEP Participate in the STAR Program?

Student’s who have an individualized education program (IEP) plan may participate in the STAR program, by taking either the California Standards Tests (CST) with or without accommodations or modifications, the California Modified Assessment (CMA) with or without accommodation, or the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) if the IEP team determines that the student meets the participation criteria. 

The student’s participation on the CAPA or the CMA must be reviewed annually; participation shall not exceed the year covered by the student’s IEP plan.

The CMA Participation Criteria can be found on the California Department of Education (CDE) Website at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp and the CAPA Participation Criteria can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/capa.asp
Eligibility for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) or the California Modified Assessment (CMA) is based on a student’s individualized education program (IEP) plan that reflects an emphasis on curricular instruction of the California content standards based.

Comments from participants at the North/South Meetings, SELPA Directors meeting, Special Ed. Commission, SBE, Technical Advisory Group, WestEd, Special Ed. Division, Mock IEP, Los Angeles and Merced Area Focus Groups are reflected below in underlined and strikeout.
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