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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) Program Update: Including, but not limited to, Intensive Instruction Funding and Student Study Guides
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The Budget Act for 2005-06 authorized twenty (20) million dollars for the purpose of providing intensive instruction and services for students in the Class of 2006 who are required to pass the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) and have not yet passed one or both parts of the examination. Assembly Bill (AB) 128 set out the provisions for the CDE to allocate six hundred dollars ($600) per eligible student to local educational agencies (LEAs) in order to provide these services. Ultimately, grants were awarded to nearly 350 districts, county offices of education and charter schools on behalf of 33,333 students.

In 2006, Assembly Bill (AB) 1811 authorized sixty-nine million five hundred and ninety-nine thousand dollars ($69,599,000) for the purpose of providing intensive instruction and services for students in the Classes of 2007 and 2008 who are required to pass the CAHSEE and have not yet passed one or both parts of the examination. Education Code (EC) Section 37254 and AB 1811 set out the provisions for the CDE to allocate up to five hundred dollars ($500) to LEAs per eligible student in the Class of 2007 as a first priority, then for eligible students in the class of 2008.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Intensive Instruction Funding

In 2007 Senate Bill (SB) 77 authorized seventy-two million seven hundred fifty-two thousand dollars ($72.752 million) for the purpose of providing intensive instruction and services for students in the Classes of 2008 and 2009 who are required to pass the 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


CAHSEE and have not yet passed one or both parts of the examination. Education Code (EC) Section 37254 and SB 77 set out the provisions for the CDE to allocate up to five hundred dollars ($520) per eligible student in the Class of 2008 to LEAs in order to provide these services. LEAs submitted applications in order to ensure funding for all eligible students in the Class of 2008. After allocations were made to LEAs on behalf of eligible students in the Class of 2008, the remaining funds were distributed on behalf of eligible students in the Class of 2009.
In September 2007, the CDE prepared and executed a Web-based application to gather the necessary data from school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools. The use of a Web-based application was an expeditious way to collect data from LEAs and ultimately apportion funds to LEAs by early October 2007 in accordance with EC Section 37254. CAHSEE testing coordinators, district and county superintendents, and charter school administrators were alerted to this apportionment through several communications including letters, e-mails, and telephone calls, throughout September. 
As a condition of receiving these funds, each school district, county and charter school provided written assurance to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) that it shall accomplish all of the following:

· Ensure that each eligible pupil receives an appropriate diagnostic assessment to identify that pupil’s areas of need.

· Ensure that each pupil receives intensive instruction and services based on the results of the diagnostic assessment, and prior results on the CAHSEE.

· Ensure that all pupils, who have not passed one or both parts of the CAHSEE by the end of grade 12, or parents or legal guardians if the pupil is under the age of 18, are notified in writing at the last known address before the end of each school term of the availability of the services in sufficient time to register for or avail themselves of those services each term for two consecutive academic years thereafter and are notified of the right of a pupil to file a complaint regarding those services. In addition, the notice (compliance with Education Code Section 48985) shall be posted in the school office and district office and on the Internet Web site of the school district, if applicable. 

· Ensure that all pupils who have not passed one or both parts of the CAHSEE by the end of grade 12 have the opportunity to receive intensive instruction and services as needed based on the results of the diagnostic assessment and prior results on the CAHSEE , as specified in the second item above, for up to two consecutive academic years after completion of grade 12 or until the pupil has passed both parts of the CAHSEE, whichever comes first. A school district shall employ strategies for intensive instruction and services that are most likely to 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


result in these pupils passing the parts of the CAHSEE that they have not yet passed.

· Ensure that all English learners who have not passed one or both parts of the CAHSEE by the end of grade 12 have the opportunity to receive intensive instruction and services including, but not limited to 1) individual or small group instruction, 2) hiring of additional teachers, 3) purchasing, scoring, and reviewing diagnostic assessments, 4) counseling, 5) designing instruction to meet specific needs of eligible pupils, 6) appropriate teacher training to meet the needs of eligible pupils, 7) instruction in English language arts or mathematics, or both, that eligible pupils need to pass those parts of the CAHSEE not yet passed, and 8) the provision of instruction and services by a public or nonpublic entity, as determined by the local educational agency. In addition, ensure to include services to improve English proficiency as needed based on the results of the diagnostic assessment and prior results on the CAHSEE, as specified in the second item above, to pass those parts of the CAHSEE not yet passed, for up to two consecutive academic years after completion of grade 12 or until the pupil has passed both parts of the CAHSEE, whichever comes first. A school district shall employ strategies for intensive instruction and services that are most likely to result in these pupils passing the parts of the CAHSEE that they have not yet passed.

· Demonstrate that funds will be used to supplement and not supplant existing services.

· Provide to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in a manner and by a date certain determined by the Superintendent, the number of eligible pupils at each high school in the school district.

· Submit an annual report to the Superintendent and the appropriate county superintendent of schools, in a manner determined by the Superintendent that describes the manner and frequency in which eligible pupils were notified of the intensive instruction and services provided, the number of pupils serviced for each type of service provided, and the number of pupils in the school district who successfully pass the CAHSEE by each type of service provided.
Information regarding the number of districts, county offices of education, and charter schools that applied for funding, as well as the total number of eligible students, is provided in Attachment 1.

Student Study Guides

Since 2003, funding has been allocated in the state budget for the printing and shipping of CAHSEE study guides for all grade ten students. Annually, CDE prints and distributes the CAHSEE study guides (i.e., English-language arts and mathematics) to all LEAs.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


In August 2007, CDE shipped study guides for all grade ten students, as well as a ten percent overage of guides, to all LEAs. The study guides are also available on the CDE
Web site. Grade ten students will have their first opportunity to take the CAHSEE in February 2007.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The intensive instruction services grants are funded under the Budget Act of 2007-08 in item number 6110-204-001 and found in California EC Section 37254. The study guides were funded under the Budget Act of 2005-06 in item number 6110-113-0890.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Schedule of Estimated Entitlements for the California High School Exit Examination Intensive Instruction and Services Program, Fiscal Year 2007-08 (18 Pages)
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