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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by New Haven Unified School District for a waiver of Education Code (EC) Section 48661(a) to permit the collocation of a non-public school for students with disabilities, Spectrum Center and a mid-year kindergarten class on the same site (Cabello Student Support Center) as a community day school (CDS).
Waiver Number: 15-9-2007 and 16-9-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the waiver be approved for one year, allowing for re-evaluation before renewal is considered.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved several requests to allow the collocation of a CDS with other schools when the CDS (or the other schools as in this case) could not be located separately and the district has been able to ensure appropriate separation of students between the two schools.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The New Haven Unified School District (USD) requests a waiver of EC Section 48661(a) which states that a CDS shall not be situated on the same site as a various other schools.

The Cabello Student Support Center is an extensive location that currently houses several education programs, including the New Haven Community Day School, New Haven Adult School classes, the New Haven Unified Home School, district special education pre-school classes, and Kidango State Pre-School classes.

The district is now requesting a waiver to allow two additions to the activities at this site. The first would allow the Spectrum Center, a non-public school for students with disabilities to also be housed at the center. The second request is to allow the district to add a Mid-Year Kindergarten class (as an academic option for students who miss the December 2 cutoff) at the preschool portion of the center. In each case, these programs would be operated completely separately from the community day school, with the separation maintained by fencing, different arrival and departure times and paths, as well as constant supervision. 
Spectrum has operated at the district’s Bernard White Middle School for several years. However, the closure of that campus has forced the program to relocate. The New Haven USD has an interest in the Spectrum program remaining in the district as it primarily serves students from that district. The district believes that there is appropriate space available at the Cabello site, distinctly separate from the CDS and other site programs.
The preschools are already located at the Cabello site without any interactions with the CDS students. Therefore, since the kindergarten class would be located in the preschool area, the district expects the kindergarteners to also be served without any interactions with CDS students.

The local board voted unanimously to approve the waiver request. Letters of support were submitted by the presidents of the New Haven Teachers Association (NHTA), New Haven Administrators Association (NHAA) and the local chapter of the California School Employees Association (CSEA). The waiver request was also reviewed by the Cabello Student Support Center Advisory Committee which had no objections.
The district also held four large Community Forums to discuss plans for the Cabello Center. At first, parents raised concerns about collocating the preschool with the CDS. However, the most critical issue for parents was a higher fence to protect their 
pre-schoolers from the public at large. This issue was addressed with the addition of higher fencing and locked gates. The parents applauded the district at the next parent meeting for being immediately responsive to their concerns, and for having separate entrances and exits so that even the families of the different schools would not co-mingle. The parents had no other concerns about the campus of the CDS.
While the district believes that the measures described above will provide a high level of safety and success, the district requests, and the department recommends, approval of the waiver for one year, allowing for re-evaluation before renewal is considered.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 9/1/07 – 6/30/08
Local board approval date(s): 8/21/07
Public hearing held on date(s): 8/21/07
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): NHAA 7/24/07; NHTA 8/31/07; CSEA 8/31/07
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Tracie Noriega, Co-President NHAA; Raquel Leon, President CSEA; Charmaine Kawaguchi, President NHTA
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: 
Cabello Student Support Center Advisory Committee
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 8/20/07
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no fiscal impact.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Requests and Map (5 pages) (This attachment is not
                       available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office
                       or the Waiver Office.)
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