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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Surprise Valley Joint Unified School District for a waiver of portions of Education Code (EC) sections 48660 and 48916.1(d) to permit a community day school to serve students in grades 5-6 with students in grades 7-12.
Waiver Number: 14-9-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the waiver be approved for one year, allowing for re-evaluation before renewal is considered.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved prior requests to allow very small school districts to serve a few students in a single community day school with an expanded grade span.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Surprise Valley Joint Unified School District (JUSD) requests a waiver of portions of EC sections 48660 and 48916.1(d) that provide for the maximum authorized grade span to be served in a community day school (CDS).

Current law was formulated to provide flexibility in establishing the grade spans for CDSs, allowing for students in grades 7-12 to be served together, or up to K-8 for some districts. The district is seeking this waiver in order to be able to serve students in grades 5-12 in the same CDS.
Surprise Valley JUSD is an extremely small district (district enrollment of 168) anticipates a maximum enrollment at any time of only 5 students, even with the extended allowable grade span. The district is geographically isolated, severely limiting other placement options for expelled and other at-risk students. The nearest county program is in Alturas, which is 38 miles away and separated by a mountain pass that is subject to icy conditions most of the winter. The nearest neighboring district with a community day school is also in Alturas. Given the low numbers of anticipated enrollment, the district does not believe that it would be feasible to operate two community day schools (even with small school funding waivers), or even to maintain two classes with two teachers. At some time of the year either of those schools might have no enrollment if no students in the more limited grade span needed to be placed in a CDS. 
The local board voted unanimously to approve the waiver request. It is also supported by the Surprise Valley Teachers Association and the School Site Council.
While the District believes that the measures described above will provide a high level of safety and success, the district requests, and the department recommends, approval of the waiver for one year, allowing for re-evaluation before renewal is considered.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 7/1/07 – 6/30/08
Local board approval date(s): 4/12/07
Public hearing held on date(s): 4/12/07
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 4/16/07  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Randy Quick, Surprise Valley Teachers Association
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: 
School Site Council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 4/16/07
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no fiscal impact.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (This attachment is not available for
                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver
                       Office.)
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