Indian Diggings Elementary School District

Page 3 of 3

	California Department of Education

SBE-005 Specific (REV 01/05/07)
	ITEM #W-7 

	[image: image1.png]






CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Indian Diggings Elementary School District under the authority of Education Code (EC) 46206 to waive EC Section 46202(c) for failing to have 180 instructional days in the year. In 2006-07 the school was short one school day at Indian Diggings Elementary School.
Waiver Number: 10-9-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the district maintains increased instructional days at 181 days, beginning in 2007-08 and continuing through 2008-09 and report the increases in their yearly audits. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar requests with conditions. EC Section 46206 authorizes waivers to be granted for fiscal penalties because of a shortfall in instructional time. A waiver may be granted upon the condition that the school or schools in which the minutes, days, or both, were lost, maintain minutes and days of instruction equal to those lost in addition to the amount for twice the number of years that it failed to maintain the required minimum length of time for the minimum number of instructional days for the school year following the year.  

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In 2006-07, an audit of the annual instructional days revealed that the district failed to maintain the number of instructional days at 180. This happened because a draft calendar (with only 179 days listed) was distributed to teachers and families instead of the correct calendar approved by the Board.
The Indian Diggings Elementary School is a very small school with a current totals of 27 students. They currently provide well over the minimum number of minutes, particularly at the 1-3 grade levels, as the whole school (except kindergarten) follows the same bell schedule as required for grade 4 through 8. Adding the additional day will increase these minutes further, as follows.
Days and minutes provided under this waiver for the next twoyears.

	Grade Level
	Minimum Requirements
	Actual Provided

under Waiver
	Excess Minutes
	Total Days in

2007-08 and 2008-09

	Kindergarten


	36,000
	36,200
	200
	181

	Grade 1-3


	50,400
	54,960
	4,460
	181

	Grade 4-8


	54,000
	54,960
	960
	181


In addition all of the affected grade levels and the affected students will receive the extra days and time. The 2006 base Academic Performance API was 762, which grew to 802 in the 2007, and although the APIs based on small numbers of students are less reliable, the school seems to be providing a good academic setting.
The department recommends approval of this waiver on the condition that the district maintains increased instructional days at the at the Indian Diggings Elementary School for all grades K through 8 to 181 days per year for a period of two years beginning in 2007-08 and continuing through 2008-09 and report the increases in their yearly audits. 

Authority for the Waiver: EC Section 42606
Period of request: August 14, 2006 to May 25, 2007 
Local board approval date(s): September 13, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s) and name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): This single school district has no bargaining unit.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The penalty for failing to maintain the instructional days at 180 is $1,158.47. The district wishes to waive the full penalty amount.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Specific Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for 
                        web viewing. A hard copy is available in the SBE office or the Waiver 
                        Office.)

Attachment 2: Audit Findings for Fiscal Year 2006-07 School Year (1 page) (This 
                       attachment is not available for web  viewing. A hard copy is available in 
                       the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 3: 2007-08 School Calendar with 181 days (1 page) (This attachment is not                        available for web viewing. A hard copy is available in the SBE Office or                          the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 4: Bell Schedule (1 page) (This attachment is not available for web viewing.                        A hard copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 5: Parent Notice of extra day (1 page) (This attachment is not available for                          web viewing. A hard copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver                             Office.)

Attachment 6: Verification of plans for 2008-09 school year (1 page) (This attachment is                         not available for web viewing. A hard copy is available in the SBE Office                         or the Waiver Office.)
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