cib-cfir-jan08item07

Page 2 of 2

	California Department of Education

SBE-003 (REV 05/2005)

cib-cfir-jan08item07
	ITEM # 5 

	[image: image1.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

2005 History-Social Science Adoption: Revision of References to Guru Nanak in Oxford University Press's An Age of Voyages, 1350-1600.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) accept Oxford University Press’ request to delete all references to “Devi,” “Shri,” and “Ji” when mentioning Guru Nanak in the next reprint of its 
state-adopted textbook, An Age of Voyages, 1350-1600. These words appear three times in the textbook on pages 9, 93 and 188.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


March 8, 2007: The SBE took action to approve the request from Oxford University Press to remove the picture of Guru Nanak from page 95 of An Age of Voyages, 

1350-1600, in all future printings of the book. In addition, the SBE directed the publisher to alter the image in the already printed text by covering the image with a pasteover and recommended that the publisher place on the pasteover appropriate text (or an appropriate image) developed by SBE staff and CDE staff in consultation with the publisher.
July 11, 2007: The SBE received a report from CDE staff that the publisher had agreed to take the following actions in response to the SBE action on March 8, 2007:

· Reprint all future editions of the textbook without the picture of Guru Nanak.

· Freeze all existing stock of the textbook that include the picture of Guru Nanak and replace with the revised version.

· Replace all copies of the textbook that have already been sold with new editions that have the picture of Guru Nanak removed. 
· Have its distributor, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, deliver the new textbooks to the 16 school districts that purchased the textbook that included the picture of Guru Nanak. Delivery was to take place prior to the beginning of the 2007-08 school year. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


At the July 2007 SBE meeting members of the Sikh community raised an issue of concern with the Oxford Textbook: the references to Guru Nanak as “Shri Guru Nanak Devi Ji.” They felt that the use of the terms was inappropriate, especially the term “Devi,” which they claimed was a feminine reference. 

Oxford University Press stated that while their use of these terms was not incorrect, they relied on differences between formal devotional and vernacular uses of Sanskrit terminology over time. Their primary author did not feel that any of the terms was historically inaccurate. One of their outside reviewers, however, agreed that the use of “Devi” is incorrect and should be dropped, and as a result Oxford has agreed to drop the use of the ancillary terms “Shri,” “Devi,” and “Ji” in future printings of the book. The references on pages 9, 93, and 188 of the book will be changed to refer simply to “Guru Nanak.”

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The publisher will make the changes described in this item in its next printing. There are no costs for the state to take this action. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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