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	SUBJECT

Environmental Effect of the Proposed Unification of the Hamilton Union High School District and the Hamilton Union Elementary School District in Glenn County.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) find that the proposed unification of the Hamilton Union High School District and the Hamilton Union Elementary School District is not a project under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as defined in California Code of Regulations, Title 14 (14 CCR) Section 15378(b)(5).

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE has not heard this issue previously.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The SBE is the lead agency for all aspects of school district unifications, including reviewing potential impacts on the environment in accordance with CEQA. The CDE has completed its analysis of the proposed unification and finds that the unification will not result in any movement of students or staff from one school site to another and will not require construction of new facilities or modifications of existing facilities. The item on the current agenda titled “Proposed Unification of the Hamilton Union High School District and the Hamilton Union Elementary School District in Glenn County” contains this CDE analysis.
14 CCR Section 15378(b)(5) states that “Organizational or administrative activities of governments that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment” are not projects under CEQA. The proposed unification is a consolidation of a high school district and an elementary school district. If the unification is approved by voters, existing school sites in the districts will continue to serve the same student populations. No students will be required to change schools and no new classrooms will be required to serve the current students. The proposed unification will not directly or indirectly result in the movement of students or staff from any school site to another; nor will it directly or indirectly result in the construction or modification of school facilities. Thus, the CDE has determined that the proposed unification will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment.  
If the SBE determines that the proposed unification is not a CEQA project, then no further action is required under CEQA (Attachment 1). 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no fiscal effect to determining that the proposed unification is not a project under CEQA.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 
CEQA Process Flow Chart (1 page). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the SBE Office.)
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