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Required by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB), Title I, Part A 
This letter is to formalize a work agreement between the Title I Policy and Accountability Office of the California Department of Education (CDE), and the California Comprehensive Center (CA CC) at West Ed. The CC AC will develop a formal timeline and a detailed work description for collaborative work with the CA CC in the following areas:
1. An SES Provider Pilot Evaluation and Statewide Evaluation

· A 2007-08 pilot evaluation conducted in one or more districts will allow CDE to explore the implementation challenges confronted by an external entity attempting to gather and analyze data on SES implementation, provide assessment of different methodological approaches, and further consider the degree of confidence that could be placed in the subsequent results. Analyses across districts would provide an important test of how CDE might best conduct statewide analyses in the future. The CA CC will contact other states that do not have student identifiers (ID, MD, NJ) to learn how they are approaching the evaluation of SES providers. The CC AC will also contact other states that do not have a vertically aligned state test (ID, MD, ME, NH, OK) to learn how they are approaching the evaluation of SES providers. A report of findings of the pilot evaluation will include an analysis and 
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discussion of implications for further development of a statewide SES provider evaluation system. 
2. An SES Web Site to Increase Communication Within the State about SES

· The creation of an SES Web site will improve statewide SES communication through a Web site that would include various ways for district staff to interact and share information (e.g., webinars, message board). In addition, such a site would allow the CDE to provide ongoing updates of SES rules and regulations, modifications to existing tools and forms, and direction on emerging issues. Ongoing communication through a website also provides less formal or structured avenues to keep stakeholders informed, without having to convene large groups around the state. Finally, it is possible that the SES Task Force (described in #3 below) could assist with the creation and upkeep of content for the site, making it current and meaningful to the intended users.
3. An SES Task Force to Facilitate State and District Communication Regarding the Implementation of SES

· The SES Task Force would meet periodically to share ideas, advise the state on SES implementation issues, identify and address 

needs or questions from the field, discuss content for the proposed SES website, discuss ways to further improve communication about SES-related topics, and provide input to the state on 

proposed policy changes.
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