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This document was sent via email.
August 15, 2007

Dear State and Federal Categorical Program Director and Charter School Director,

I am writing to notify you that the California Department of Education (CDE) is implementing a new process in meeting Title I, Part A comparability requirements and that local educational agencies (LEAs) will be responsible for calculating their own comparability reports beginning with the 2007-08 school year. 
Background

Section 1120A(c) of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 states that LEAs may receive Title I, Part A funds only if State and local funds will be used in schools served under this part to provide services that, taken as a whole, are comparable to services in schools that are not receiving Title I, Part A funds. More details on the comparability requirements can be found in the May 2006 Non-Regulatory Guidance on Title I Fiscal Issues published by the U.S. Department of Education (ED). This document can be found on ED’s Web site at http://www.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/fiscalguid.pdf.
In school years 2004-05 and 2005-06, the CDE used student and teacher data collected from all schools in the fall of each year through the California Basic Educational Data System (CBEDS) to produce Title I Comparability Reports. The reports compared the student/instructional staff ratio in Title I and non-Title schools for every LEA required to demonstrate comparability. In order to reduce the reporting burden on LEAs, the CDE intended to calculate this report each year. 
In 2006-07, the CDE collected student enrollment data from every LEA based on a new system. In preparation for the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), each LEA was required to send individual files updating each student's unique Statewide Student Identifier (SSID). From these files, the CDE produced official data reports. Unfortunately, by the time these files were collected and analyzed, it was too late to run comparability reports according to ED.
Comparability Calculations for 2007-08

Although the CDE may eventually use CALPADS for comparability calculations in the future, we believe it is prudent to require LEAs to calculate their own comparability reports for the time being and submit them to the CDE. The CDE is in the process of finalizing forms, worksheets, and instructions for your use to calculate comparability. The worksheets and forms will include two options for determining comparability: A) the student/instructional staff ratio; and 2) the student/instructional staff salary ratio. The worksheets and forms will be formatted so that they will give LEAs immediate feedback on whether or not the Title I school is comparable. If it is not, LEAs must make immediate fiscal and/or staffing adjustments and re-enter the data to meet compliance. These new comparability worksheets and instructions will be provided at the workshops referenced on the following page.
Timelines for 2007-08 Comparability Reports
October 24, 2007 
This is the due date for LEAs to submit comparability calculations to the CDE by return e-mail to compar@cde.ca.gov. LEAs with only one school per grade span and schools with an enrollment of less than 100 students are exempt from this requirement. 
November 16, 2007

This is the due date for LEAs that could not meet compliance by October 24, 2007, and need additional time to make adjustments. 

The CDE will review submitted comparability reports. For those that are deemed still not meeting the comparability requirements, the Title I Policy and Accountability Office will require the LEA to resolve the non-compliance by no later than the end of the first semester of the same school year. The CDE will provide one-on-one technical assistance to ensure all LEAs meet comparability.
In addition, the CDE will annually conduct a random sampling of compliant LEA submissions to verify data submitted. 

Technical Assistance Workshops
The CDE will conduct five workshops on comparability compliance for LEA fiscal staff responsible for ensuring comparability compliance. Fiscal staff needs to attend only one of the workshops. The first two workshops will take place after the Categorical Program Directors’ meetings on August 21, 2007, and September 18, 2007. Fiscal staff attending the afternoon session is not obliged to attend the morning session of the Categorical Program Directors’ meeting. The last three workshops are scheduled for the same date and place of the Categorical Program Monitoring Statewide Meetings. See details below.
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 21, 2007

Employment Development Department
722 Capitol Mall, Auditorium

Sacramento, CA 95814
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 18, 2007
Employment Development Department
722 Capitol Mall, Auditorium
Sacramento, CA 95814
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 20, 2007

Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport

1333 Bayshore Highway

Burlingame, CA 94010

2:30-4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 2, 2007
Town and Country Resort and Convention Center

500 Hotel Circle North

San Diego, CA 92108

2:30-4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 3, 2007

Wilshire Grand

930 Wilshire Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90017

To register for one of the above CDE workshops, please contact Mary Payne, Title I Policy and Accountability Office, at (916) 319-0853 or send an e-mail to compar@cde.ca.gov. 
In addition to the above workshops, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and receive additional information about comparability at a session to be presented by Kristen Tosh Cowan of the law firm of Brustein & Manasevit at the October 17, 2007, California Association of Administrators of State and Federal Education Programs Fall Institute in Long Beach. Conference and registration information is available at http://www.caasfepconference.com/.
If you have any questions regarding Title I, Part A accountability, please send an e-mail to compar@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Héctor Rico, Interim Director

School and District Accountability Division

