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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT 
Standardized Testing and Reporting: Update, including, but not limited to, Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Communication Plan for Released Test Questions

The current STAR contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) requires using STAR released test questions to communicate to parents, educators, and the public about the achievement represented by the STAR performance levels for advanced, proficient, and basic. To address this task, ETS has been meeting with CDE and SBE staff to design a draft grade 3 sample brochure that shows what skills and knowledge students must have to demonstrate achievement at each performance level. These drafts will next be reviewed with the CDE and SBE staff and SBE testing liaisons.
ETS has also been working with CDE and SBE staff to review exemplary released test questions to illustrate each performance level. They have begun working on a Web site design for parents, teachers, and the public that will allow them to access information about the STAR Program, the released test questions, and the correlating performance levels.
ETS is planning to share the draft grade 3 brochure with teacher and parent focus groups in early February to solicit feedback on what kinds of information and how much information, both groups find useful. In late January, Assessment Review Panels will meet with ETS and CDE staff to review exemplary released test questions. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


School Districts Affected by Southern California Fires
The recent and numerous fires in Southern California lead to many schools closing. Approximately 25 school districts contacted ETS regarding concerns about their testing window. As a result, ETS examined the impact on school district testing windows and found in most cases, the testing window would not change. In a few cases, the testing window changed by one day and the school districts elected not to alter their testing window. ETS assisted those school districts requesting that their testing window be recalculated.
Test Order Management
The window to order test materials was extended by one week to December 7. This additional time was provided to school districts to aide them in determining which students would take the California Modified Assessment (CMA) prior to ordering the appropriate tests materials.
Pre-Test Workshops
Pre-Test Workshops are being conducted by ETS around the state during January and February. The purpose of the Pre-Test Workshop is to train district STAR coordinators in the administration of the STAR Program tests and update them regarding any changes.  
Pre-Identification Workshops
Pre-ID Workshops were conducted by ETS at locations across the state in December.
The purpose of the Pre-ID Workshop is to inform district representatives regarding the process to submit data to obtain STAR Pre-ID materials for students.  

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the CSTs, STS, CAPA, and CMA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.

