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	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test: Update, including, but not limited to, the effect of the southern California wildfires and high winds on test administration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In January 2007, the SBE received an update regarding changes to the CELDT scale and the impact of new performance level cut scores. In July 2007, the SBE received an update on the CELDT Form F 2006-07 Annual Assessment summary results. In November 2007, the SBE received information regarding Senate Bill 80 and the plan for including kindergarten through grade 1 (K-1) early literacy testing as well as the number of students tested for initial identification (II) purposes by grade and performance levels.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The CDE recognizes the need for flexibility during times of disaster such as the October 2007 wildfires and high winds in southern California. Therefore, the CDE examined the deadlines to complete CELDT Annual Assessment (AA) testing and to schedule pickup of test materials, and then extended the testing and return deadlines for nineteen charter schools and thirty-four school districts that had been affected. Additionally, CTB/McGraw-Hill (CTB), the CELDT test contractor, extended the final date for receipt of testing materials during the AA window for these particular districts.

In accordance with Education Code (EC) Section 60810, the California English Language Development TEST (CELDT) is designed to measure English learners’ English language proficiency. CELDT is not an achievement test. Therefore, CDE and the CELDT Contractor, CTB/McGraw Hill, work collaboratively to ensure that:
· During all phases of the development of the CELDT the focus is on testing language acquisition.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· Item writers are trained to NOT write items (i.e., test questions) that test math and science content.

· Subject matter experts are trained during the content review to identify items that could possibly be assessing math and science content, so we can delete those items. 

· All items are field tested before they become operational (i.e., scored and reported).

· Items that are field tested and survive to be placed on operational test forms have good psychometric properties (i.e. students’ performance results fall within appropriate levels of item difficulty statistics and acceptable item-total correlations).

· Subject matter experts carefully analyze the alignment of all items to the English Language Development (ELD) standards. None of the standards is written for instruction and assessment of content. 
· Schools and districts are constantly providing feedback to CDE CELDT staff on the quality of the items. Concerns about items testing math and science content have not been brought to CDE’s attention.

· Items do test for grade-appropriate classroom language that relates to math, science, and other content areas. These items contain common words that are fundamental to following math or science lessons. For example, it would be appropriate to test a students' knowledge of the word "multiply" in context, but not to expect the student to have to multiply numbers to answer a question. 

· Performance level descriptors are the same for students across the grade spans (i.e. K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12), but the performance level cut scores are not. With the new common scale established in July 2006, the performance level cut scores take into consideration what is expected of students at each grade level. So, if the student is asked a question that seems too difficult for that grade level, it is accounted for by the grade-specific, performance level cut scores. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the current CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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