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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Exam: Presentation of the Special Populations Report by Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) receive the Special Populations Report for information and take any action deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


California Education Code (EC) Section 60855 requires that the CDE contract for a multiyear evaluation report on the CAHSEE. The CDE also requires an annual report of the previous year's testing activities. The Budget Act of 2006-07 allocated an additional one hundred thousand dollars to study special populations, specifically English language learners and students with special needs.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


HumRRO studied what successful schools are doing to address the needs of their EL learners, and their students with special needs. Working within their fiscal parameters, HumRRO was able to select six schools with notably high pass rates in comparison to schools with similar demographic characteristics. 

The study involved two-person teams who went to the sites to conduct interviews of administrators, teachers (English Language Development, special education, CAHSEE remediation, and general education), and counselors. The study team sought to investigate CAHSEE preparation and intervention practices provided for EL/ELD and special education students. 
Schools set aside time for preparation of the CAHSEE, using explicit targeted interventions based on the students CST scores. Additionally, these schools used the students’ CST scores to inform their instruction for students who were basic, below basic and far below basic in English-language arts. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


These schools also found that, through targeting their interventions towards the use of academic vocabulary, the students would do better on the CAHSEE. 
Another important characteristic common to these schools was the emphasis on vertical articulation, the collaboration between grade levels with a common subject from elementary grades to high school. 
The report outline of the CAHSEE Special Populations Study includes:

· Introduction


· Study Design


· Results
There is also an Executive Summary and appendices with Glossary, CAHSEE Special Population Study sample selection procedures and Protocols. The report will be posted at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/index.asp.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The costs of the Special Populations Study came from an allocation in the Budget Act of 2007-07.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


The presentation slides and report from HumRRO will be provided as an Item Addendum.
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