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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test (CELDT): Program Update, including, but not limited to, public release of 2007-08 Annual Assessment summary results
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In August 2007, the Governor signed Senate Bill 80 that included the addition of an early literacy assessment of English learners in Kindergarten and grade one (K-1). Prior to the passage of this urgency legislation, California was not authorized to test English learners in K-1 on reading and writing, and CELDT was designed to only assess K-1 students in listening and speaking. However, Title III of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires that all English learners in grades K-12 are tested in the domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Commencing with the 2009-10 school year, California will be able to comply with federal accountability by testing K-1 English learners in all four domains.  

In November 2007, the SBE received information regarding the plan for including K-1 early literacy assessment as well as the number of students tested for initial identification (II) purposes in 2006-07 by grade and performance levels. In January 2008, the SBE received information regarding the effect of the southern California wildfires and high winds on CELDT testing at the end of October that affected the return of  annual assessment answer documents by the close of the assessment window (October 31). The Board also received a description of the item and test development processes used to ensure that all test questions on the CELDT are aligned to the English language development standards approved by the SBE in 1999. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The annual assessment (AA) window for the 2007-08 Edition of the CELDT was from July 1 to October 31, 2007. During the AA window, CTB/McGraw-Hill (CTB), the CELDT test contractor, scored a total of 1,602,430 answer documents representing 1,328,902 students tested for AA, 268,587 tested for initial identification (II), and 4,718 with test purpose unknown. School districts were provided with individual student performance- 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


level reports. During the month of February, CTB provided school districts with an opportunity to correct or update demographic information for each student tested during the annual assessment window, including Test Purpose (i.e., AA or II). CDE will receive electronic files in April. As a result, CDE plans to publicly release AA summary results in May 2008. The AA results are used by CDE’s Language Policy and Leadership Office to calculate Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs 1 and 2, not 3) for Title III accountability reporting purposes.
CDE is working with CTB on the development and field testing of early literacy assessment tools that are developmentally and age appropriate and that will minimize the burden on these young students in accordance with Education Code Section 60810 as amended by SB 80. CDE expects that K-1 early literacy assessment field testing will take place in the 2008-09 school year. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the current CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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