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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination: Update, including, but not limited to, summer and fall administrations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


CDE has previously provided SBE with periodic information and updates related to the estimated number of students meeting the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirement.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Recent Exam Administrations

Recent CAHSEE administrations of the 2007‑08 school year were held on July 24-25, 2007, October 2-3, 2007, November 6-7, 2007, and December 1 and 8, 2007. The July administration was available to all eligible Grade 12 and adult students and the October, November, and December administrations were available to all eligible Grade 11, 12, and adult students.

Individual student score reports from the October administration were sent to school districts in the middle of November. Results from the November exam administration were sent in late December 2007. Results from the December administration will be made available to school districts at the end of January 2008. 

The CAHSEE was administered on February 5-6, 2008, and the remaining 2007-08 CAHSEE administrations will be held on March 11-12, 2008, and May 6-7, 2008.

CAHSEE Results through December 2007
The Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) conducts the independent evaluation of the CAHSEE. Presented in Tables 1 and 2 below are HumRRO’s 
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preliminary analyses of the July through December 2007 administration results. 
Table 1 displays the estimated passing rates for students in the Classes of 2006, 2007, and 2008. The display includes results through the December 2007 CAHSEE administration. 
Table 1

Estimated Percentage of Students in the Classes of 2006, 2007, and 2008
 Meeting the CAHSEE Requirement through December 2007 

By Subgroup

	Subgroups
	Class of 20061 
	Class of 2007 1
	Class of 20081 
	Class of 2008 with Special Education Students Included

	All Students
	92.2%
	93.8%
	92.2%
	88.6%

	Females
	92.6%
	94.1%
	92.4%
	89.9%

	Males
	91.6%
	93.4%
	92.0%
	87.4%

	Native American
	--2
	--2
	92.6%
	87.8%

	Asian
	96.0%
	96.6%
	95.3%
	94.3%

	Hispanic
	87.1%
	89.4%
	87.3%
	83.0%

	African American
	85.3%
	89.2%
	85.7%
	78.5%

	White, non-Hispanic
	97.7%
	98.5%
	97.8%
	95.4%

	English Learner
	78.2%
	78.7%
	71.9%
	66.0%

	Economically Disadvantaged
	87.1%
	89.1%
	87.1%
	82.1%

	Special Education
	48.7%
	49.2%
	50.2%
	50.2%


1
For purposes of comparison, students identified as receiving special education services were excluded from all subgroups in these columns except in the last row labeled “Special Education.” 

2
Not available.
Findings
· Students in the Classes of 2006 and 2007 continue to take and pass the CAHSEE and increase their passing rate.

· Students in special education and English learners exhibit a lower passing pass rate than all other groups.

· The inclusion of the subgroup of special education students for the Class of 2008 resulted in a 3.6 point decline in the rate for “All Students.”
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Table 2 displays a point-in-time comparison of the percent of students for each class meeting the CAHSEE requirement by the end of the fall administrations in their respective senior years. Please note that the Class of 2006 did not have a December administration, so the fall administrations reflect two test opportunities for the Class of 2006 compared to three opportunities for the Classes of 2007 and 2008.
Table 2

Estimated Cumulative Percentage of Students1 in the Classes of 2006, 2007, and 2008 Meeting the CAHSEE Requirement through Fall Administrations of Their Senior Year
 By Subgroup

	Subgroups
	Class of 2006 through November 2005
	Class of 2007 through December 2006
	Class of 2008 through December 2007

	All Students
	88.8%
	90.7%
	92.2%

	Females
	89.3%
	91.2%
	92.4%

	Males
	88.4%
	90.1%
	92.0%

	Native American
	--2
	--2
	92.6%

	Asian
	93.7%
	95.0%
	95.3%

	Hispanic
	81.8%
	84.6%
	87.3%

	African American
	79.8%
	85.2%
	85.7%

	White, non-Hispanic
	96.3%
	96.8%
	97.8%

	English Learner
	69.1%
	70.4%
	71.9%

	Economically Disadvantaged
	81.5%
	84.1%
	87.1%

	Special Education
	--3
	--3
	50.2%


1
For purposes of comparability, students identified as receiving special education services were excluded from all subgroups except for the Class of 2008, in the last row labeled “Special Education.” 

2
Not available.

3
CAHSEE exemption was available to students with disabilities for the Classes of 2006 and 2007.
Findings
· Each subsequent class is increasing its passing rate for each subgroup.
· Increases in percentage points range from 1.41 (English Learner subgroup) to 2.93 (White subgroup).
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· English learners and students receiving special education services continue to lag behind the other subgroups.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities indicted above are included in current contracts. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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