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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT 
Standardized Testing and Reporting: Update, including, but not limited to, Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Communication Plan for Released Test Questions

The current Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) requires using STAR released test questions to communicate to parents, educators, and the public about the achievement represented by the STAR performance levels for advanced, proficient, and basic. To address this task, ETS has been meeting with CDE and SBE staff to design draft grade three sample brochures that show what skills and knowledge students must have to demonstrate achievement at each performance level. To solicit feedback regarding the draft brochures, ETS is planning to hold parent and teacher focus groups in late February.

In addition, ETS conducted a review of exemplary released test questions with the Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) in January for each of the four subject areas. 
ETS has also begun working on a Web site design for parents, teachers, and the public that will allow them to access information about the STAR Program, the released test questions, and the corresponding performance levels.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


2008 Pre-Test Workshops
Educational Testing Service (ETS) conducted eleven pre-test workshops as well as a webcast for district and county STAR coordinators throughout the state during January and February. Additionally, Harcourt Assessment, Inc. (Harcourt) conducted a pre-test workshop in Southern California for the Aprenda 3. The purpose of the workshop is to prepare STAR coordinators to train all STAR test site (school) coordinators. To assist STAR coordinators, ETS updated two videos: one to be used for training test site coordinators and the other for training test examiners and proctors. The site coordinator video includes information about test security, preparation for test administration, completing required forms, and packaging and returning all scorable and non-scorable materials for shipping. The test examiner video provides information regarding test administration requirements and procedures before, during, and after testing and emphasizes everyone’s responsibility for test security.  
2008 Grade Four and Seven Writing Standards Tests

The Grade Four and Seven Writing Standards Tests are being administered March 4 and April 29 this year. Make-up days are the day following each administration. The teacher guides for the California Writing Standards Tests (CSTs in writing) in grades four and seven are available on the Program Resources Web page at www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. These guides contain questions and answers about the CSTs in writing, the scoring rubrics, and responses illustrating student writing at each score point. Teachers’ commentaries are included to explain why each student’s response received the score it did, and how the holistic score relates to the criteria on the scoring rubric.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the California Standards Tests (CSTs), Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS), California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), and California Modified Assessment (CMA).

	ATTACHMENT(S)
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