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	SUBJECT

U.S. Department of Education Peer Review of Standards and Assessment: Update of Peer Review Results
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) is recommending the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the recommendation to develop a grade eight mathematics test aligned to Algebra I standards using the attached development plan. In addition, the CDE is recommending the SBE approve the joint response letter to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on behalf of the CDE, SBE, and the Office of the Secretary of Education (OSE).

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The ED conducts a peer review of each state’s standards and assessment system. In July 2006, the CDE provided the SBE with information regarding California’s initial peer review. The ED identified outstanding concerns in a June 2006 memo (Attachment 1).
In response to the original peer review concerns, the CDE provided the following recommendations to the SBE at subsequent meetings:

· At its September 2006 meeting, the SBE officially adopted achievement standards for the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).

· In May 2007, the CDE recommended the approval of proposed performance level descriptors (PLDs) produced by Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) as well as a sample communication documents that incorporated the proposed PLDs with exemplars. 
· In May 2007, SBE staff recommended the approval of an alternate set of PLDs and the SBE approved the SBE staff recommendation.

· In May 2007, the CDE also submitted a SBE item addendum containing the alignment study findings and the CDE's plan for addressing the recommendations provided in the alignment report.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)
In response to the additional California evidence submitted, ED indicated it continued to have concerns with California's standards and assessment system as noted in a letter dated June 29, 2007. The letter documented outstanding concerns in the following areas:

2.0
Academic Achievement Standards Findings:
1. PLDs that differentiate among three levels of proficiency for science in grades five, eight, and ten.

2. Documentation of the involvement of diverse stakeholders in the development process for the PLDs in English-language arts, mathematics, and science.

3. PLDs in English-language arts, mathematics, and science that include a description of the competencies for grade-level academic achievement standards or grade-level expectations required at each grade or, in the case of science, each grade span.

3.0
Full Assessment System Finding:
1. Clarification regarding the use of the "general mathematics test" at grade eight in the State standards and assessment system, particularly regarding the technical quality of the test and its alignment to grade-level content and academic achievement standards.

5.0
Alignment Findings:
1. A plan and a timeline to address the specific findings of the alignment studies for the CAHSEE, the California Standards Tests (CSTs), and the California Alternate Performance Assessment. 

In response to the ED's letter dated June 29, 2007, the SBE created a sub-committee comprised of four SBE members and directed this committee to work with OSE staff and CDE staff to lead in the submission of the remainder of evidence to be submitted for peer review. 
In July 2007, the CDE, SBE, and the OSE responded to the ED letter dated June 29, 2007. The joint response indicated that California would submit additional information regarding findings 2.0-Academic Achievement Standards and 3.0-Full Assessment System following its September 2007 SBE meeting. Also in July 2007, CDE provided the ED with additional evidence in regards to finding 5.0-Alignment. 

In September 2007, the CDE recommended approval of the subcommittee recommendation to adopt the summary-level performance descriptions developed by 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 


HumRRO for submission to the ED. In early October 2007, the CDE, in conjunction with the SBE and OSE, submitted a response to the ED that addressed the findings for 2.0-Academic Achievement Standards and 3.0-Full Assessment System. 

The ED provided a response to the additional evidence submitted in the October 2007 
submission on February 8, 2008 (Attachment 2). The most recent peer review found California satisfied finding 2.0-Academic Achievement Standards. Specifically, the ED found that the PLDs submitted in October 2007 fully met the peer review requirements. However, the peer review found California to be out of compliance with finding 3.0-Full Assessment System. Specifically, the ED indicated that the General Mathematics Test was not aligned to grade eight content standards. The letter from the ED provided California with options including the administering of the current Algebra I CST to all grade eight students or the development of a new assessment aligned to grade eight content standards.

While the number of grade eight students who take an algebra course and thus the Algebra I CST has increased over the years, it does not seem appropriate at this time to require all grade eight students to take the Algebra I CST. The CDE is recommending the development of a new Grade Eight Mathematics CST to replace the current General Mathematics Test. The Grade Eight Mathematics CST would assess those Algebra I standards deemed appropriate for those students who have not yet completed an Algebra I course that would qualify them to be assessed with the Algebra I CST. Attachment 3 includes a development plan developed by the CDE in conjunction with Educational Testing Service (ETS) (current testing contractor). The plan is dependent on securing a contract amendment with ETS and any necessary funds for this new development. The CDE will provide a draft contract amendment and cost proposal as an Item Addendum for consideration by the SBE. 

Should the SBE accept the CDE recommendation to develop a new grade eight mathematics CST, a draft letter to the ED is attached for SBE consideration. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The cost to develop a new grade eight mathematics assessment is currently being researched and will be provided to the SBE at the March meeting in an Item Addendum.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: California Assessment Letter, June 28, 2006, letter from the U.S. Department of Education (3 Pages)

Attachment 2:
February 6, 2008, letter from the U.S. Department of Education 

(3 Pages)

ATTACHMENTS (Cont.)
Attachment 3: Grade Eight Mathematics CST Development Plan (2 Pages)

Attachment 4: March 2008, draft letter to the U.S. Department of Education (2 Pages)

Proposed Standardized Testing and Reporting Contract Amendment and the Contract Amendment Cost Proposal will be provided as an Item Addendum. 
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