

aab-sad-mar08item05

Attachment 4

Page 1 of 2

	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

JACK O’CONNELL, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

1430 N Street, Suite 5602

Sacramento, CA 95814-5901

(916) 319-0800
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Theodore R. Mitchell, President

1430 N Street, Suite 5111

Sacramento, CA 95814-5901

(916) 319-0827

	OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION

DAVID LONG, Secretary of Education

1121 L Street, Suite 600

Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 323-0611


DRAFT March 17, 2008

Kerri L. Briggs, Assistant Secretary

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Suite 3C147

Washington, DC 20202-6100
Dear Assistant Secretary Briggs:

In response to the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED’s) standards and assessment peer review letter dated February 6, 2008, attached is a State Board of Education approved timeline for the development of a new Grade Eight Mathematics California Standards Test to respond to finding 3.0-Full Assessment System. This new assessment will be developed to fully satisfy the requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), including the alignment to Algebra I content standards. California is committed to resolving this issue in a timely manner that also results in a valid, reliable, and appropriate assessment for grade eight students.

While we understand ED’s concern regarding the time it will take to fully respond to the finding under 3.0-Full Assessment System; it is important to note that the original peer review of the California assessment system conducted in May 2006 did not result in any findings in this area, despite the fact that information was requested by and provided to ED regarding the grade eight math tests. Had the current finding regarding the General Mathematics Test been indicated to California in June 2006, the development of a new assessment would be nearing completion. We are asking ED to recognize that the late addition of this finding has significantly impacted California’s ability to meet the requirements of the ESEA in a timely way. As stated above, California is committed to resolving this issue; however, we believe attending to the requirements of your proposed Compliance Agreement will distract from the work we must do to expedite the development of the new grade eight mathematics test. Therefore, we will explore with you other options for satisfying the findings of the peer review.
Kerri Briggs, Assistant Secretary
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If you have any questions regarding this subject, please contact Gavin Payne, Chief Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction, California Department of Education, at 916-319-0794.

Sincerely, 
	JACK O’CONNELL

State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
California Department of Education
	THEODORE R. MITCHELL
President

California State Board of Education


	DAVID LONG

Secretary of Education

Office of the Secretary of Education



