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Legislative Update

Bills Related to State Board of Education (SBE) Principles


1. Safeguard the State Board of Education adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

SB 1097 (Torlakson) – School curriculum: content standards.
This bill would delete the provisions allowing the state board to modify the recommended standards prior to adoption. This bill would require the Superintendent to appoint a content standards review panel for each subject area prior to the adoption of the curriculum. It would also require the review panels to review the content standards in their particular subject areas, and revise the standards as the review panel may deem necessary. This bill would require the state board to adopt or reject the standards within 120 days of receipt from the review panels.

This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.

2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
AB 88 (Lieu) - Pupil instruction: Internet safety curriculum guidelines
This bill requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to work with the Department of Consumer Affairs to ensure that the list of resources regarding internet safety from the California Cyber Safety Resource Center addresses various criteria.

This measure was placed on the Senate Inactive File on September 5, 2007. It is currently on the Senate Floor.
SB 672 (Torlakson) – Pupil Instruction: Graduation Requirements

This bill, commencing with the 2013-14 school year, would also require pupils, while in grades 9 to 12, inclusive, to complete 2 courses in career technical education to receive a high school graduation diploma. High schools would be required to offer those courses within their existing school calendars.
This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee. 

3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 
AB 531 (Salas) – Curriculum frameworks: social sciences: school segregation.

This bill would require the case of Mendez v. Westminster School District and the role of this case in the civil rights movement and the desegregation of public schools in California and the nation to be included in the history-social science framework, evaluation criteria, and instructional materials adopted in the course of the next submission cycle.
This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
SB 675 (Torlakson) - Instructional programs: Technology Integration Curriculum Plan

This bill would require the CDE to conduct a needs assessment survey, including specified components, of all school districts and county offices of education to determine the availability and accessibility of courses and coursework in the areas of career technology education and computer literacy. The department, with the assistance of the advisory committee it would be required to appoint, would be required to provide a comprehensive plan, including specified components, for integrating technical skills training into the core curriculum of schools. On or before January 1, 2009, the department would be required to compile the results of the survey and submit its plan for integrating technical skills training into the core curriculum of schools to the Governor and the fiscal and appropriate policy committees of the Legislature on or before January 1, 2010. School districts and county offices of education would be required to develop and implement their own, individual curriculum integration plans, based on the state plan and their district or county office needs, beginning in the 2010-11 school year. The department would be required to ensure that the districts and county offices satisfy that requirement.
This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 

None introduced as of February 20, 2008.

5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system (including STAR, EAP, CAHSEE, and CELDT). 
AB 1015 (Brownley) – High schools: requirements for graduation.  

This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in consultation with the Secretary for Education and the High School Exit Examination Standards Panel, to identify alternative criteria and measures by which high school pupils who are regarded as proficient but unable to pass the high school exit examination may demonstrate their competence and receive a high school diploma. The Superintendent would be required to hold in different areas of the state at least 3 public hearings related to the demonstration of competency to receive a high school diploma. The hearings would be
required to include consideration of testimony by various individuals and a review of high school exit examination results and the multiple measures approaches used for high stakes educational decisions in other states. The Superintendent is required to report his or her findings and make recommendations for the development of a multiple measures approach to the Legislature no later than October 1, 2009.  

This measure is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

AB 1503 (Huff) – California High School Exit Exam

This bill would enact the SSPI’s and State Board’s recommendation regarding students with disabilities and the CAHSEE requirement. The bill would amend the local waiver process to streamline the process and allow the existing statewide CAHSEE exemption for students with disabilities to sunset.

This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 1934 (Ma) – High school exit examination: Alternatives.

This bill would permit an eligible pupil, as defined, to receive a diploma of graduation or graduate from high school if the pupil completes one of 2 alternatives. One alternative would require the pupil to present a portfolio and letters of recommendation and complete an internship. The other alternative would require the pupil to attain a specified score on the SAT administered by the College Board. 

 
This measure is currently in the Assembly and has not been assigned.

AB 2040 (Nunez) – High School Exit Exam: Pupils with Disabilities: Alternatives
This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to convene a panel, composed as specified, to make recommendations regarding a standardized evidence-based assessment for eligible pupils with disabilities, as defined, and would require the State Board of Education by November 1, 2009, to adopt regulations based upon the recommendations of the panel.

This measure is currently in the Assembly and has not been assigned.
SB 305 (Ducheny) – Pupil Assessment: English Learners 
This bill would, commencing with the 2008-09 fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter, instead would require a pupil identified as limited English proficient who either receives instruction in his or her primary language or has been enrolled in a school in the United States for no more than the maximum time allowable under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 to take the standards-based achievement test in his or her primary language, as soon as the primary language test is available. The results of that primary language test would be required to be used to determine adequate yearly progress under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 for pupils taking the test who are not administered the high school exit examination. The results of the primary language test would be required to be used for purposes of the Academic Performance Index (API). The State Department of Education would be required to analyze the primary language test, including a comparison of the new test to the test administered in the prior year, to determine how to use the results of the new test in its first year of administration to calculate API score growth from the prior year.

This measure is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

SB 1111 (Scott) – Pupil Testing 
This bill would state findings concerning assessment in the subject of life sciences under the federal No Child Left Behind Act and would require the state board to minimize, to the extent permitted by federal law, the amount of testing time required to complete the California Standards Tests. It also would require the state board to revise life science and biology testing requirements so that, on or after July 1, 2009, pupils may satisfy any federal secondary level science assessment requirement through administration of an achievement test in the life sciences or by administration of an end of course exam in biology.
This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 
None introduced as of February 20, 2008.


7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education. 

AB 876 (Davis) – Career Technical Education

This bill would require the California State University (CSU), and request the University of California (UC), to recognize a model career technical education curriculum if one is developed by the California Department of Education for purposes of recognition for admission to the CSU or UC. 

This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee. 

AB 1586 (Desaulnier) – UC and CSU: Career Technical Education Courses

This bill would require the CSU trustees and strongly urge the UC Regents to recognize the completion of all high school career technical education courses that meet the model curriculum standards as satisfying the completion of a general elective course requirement for purposes of admission to that university.begin January 1, 2014 and 

This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.

SB 946 (Scott) - Community College Early Assessment Pilot Program

This bill would express the rates at which students that enroll in community colleges as freshmen return for a 2nd year of college. The Community College Early Assessment Pilot Program would provide an indicator of student readiness at the end of grade 11 and allow high schools to work with pupils in grade 12 to obtain transfer-level English and mathematics. This two year bill would require a total estimated cost of $12-13 million and may be amended to solely provide an assessment of rates at which students return for a 2nd year of college.

This measure is currently on the Assembly Floor.


Other bills sponsored by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction
None introduced as of February 20, 2008.

Other Bills of Interest to the State Board

Charter Schools

None introduced as of February 20, 2008.
Facilities

AB 100 (Mullin) - Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2008
This bill would enact the Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2008. The bond act would provide for the issuance of $9,087,000,000 of state general obligation bonds to provide aid to school districts, county superintendents of schools, and county boards of education, the California Community Colleges, the University of California, the Hastings College of the Law, and the California State University to construct and modernize education facilities. 

This measure is currently in the Senate Rules Committee.

Funding

None introduced as of February 20, 2008.
Governance
AB 1869 (Anderson) – State Boards and Commissions: Reorganization

This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to effect the changes proposed by the California Performance Review to eliminate and consolidate various state boards and commissions.
This measure is currently in the Assembly Rules Committee.
Preschool and Kindergarten

None introduced as of February 20, 2008.
Health and Nutrition

None introduced as of February 20, 2008.

Learning Support

SB 344 (Steinberg) - Pupils: drop-out prevention and intervention
This bill would require school districts to track and report to the CDE, for pupils in grades 6 to 9, inclusive, those pupils who have failed yearlong or 2-semester courses, have scored below basic or far below basic on the California Standards Test, or who have more than 10 unexcused school absences per semester. The bill would authorize a school district to claim supplemental instruction funds, as defined, to provide specified intervention for those pupils. The bill states that the purpose of this information is to identify pupils at high risk of dropping out of school.

This measure is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

SB 679 (Romero) – Independent study and alternative accountability systems

This bill would require school districts and county offices of education, as a condition of using independent study, to participate in an independent study monitoring program to evaluate the performance of low-performing independent study pupils, based on specified criteria. The bill would require the State Department of Education to report to the Legislature on the use of independent study on January 1, 2009, and every 2 years thereafter.
This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
Reporting

None introduced as of February 20, 2008.
Special Education

AB 1768 (Evans) – Due Process Hearings

This measure would require local educational agencies, during the pendency of a hearing involving an application of an individual with exceptional needs for initial services under a preschool program serving individuals with exceptional needs between 3 to 5 years of age, inclusive, who is no longer eligible for early intervention services under the California Early Intervention Services Act because he or she has reached 3 years of age, to ensure continuation of the same services that were provided under the California Early Intervention Services Act. 

This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
AB 1872 (Coto) – Autism Spectrum Disorders: Clearinghouse

This bill would establish the California Autism Spectrum Disorder Clearinghouse within the State Department of Education to provide evidence-based and recommended information and practices regarding the education of pupils with autism spectrum disorders. The department would be required to administer the clearinghouse in coordination with the State Department of Developmental Services and the State Department of Social Services. The Superintendent of Public Instruction would be required to convene an oversight committee to represent the major stakeholders responsible for the education of pupils with autism spectrum disorders and to perform other related duties. The bill would require that access to the clearinghouse be provided at schools, Lanterman Act Regional Centers, diagnostic centers, family empowerment centers, and public libraries for the purpose of making resources available to families. The department would be required to utilize federal special education funding for the development and maintenance of the clearinghouse.

This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.

Waivers

None introduced as of February 20, 2008.
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