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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Garfield School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 52863 for a waiver of EC Section 52852, allowing a one school district to operate a school site council with fewer members than required by statute.

Waiver Number: 21-1-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the Garfield School Site council, which will serve as the school site council during the period of this waiver, be composed of the following six members: the school principal, one classroom teacher, one certificated employee and three parents or community members.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Waivers of the composition requirements for School Site Councils (SSC) have been previously approved under the SBE waiver authority for small schools. These waivers are limited to schools that are on a School-Based Coordinated Plan approved by their district and are only approved for two-year terms under the waiver authority of EC Section 52863. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


California Education Code (EC) Section 52852 states in part: 
A schoolsite council shall be established at each school which participates in school-based program coordination. The council shall be composed of the principal and representatives of: teachers selected by teachers at the school; other school personnel selected by other school personnel at the school; parents of pupils attending the school selected by such parents; and, in secondary schools, pupils selected by pupils attending the school…

     … At the elementary level the council shall be constituted to ensure parity between (a) the principal, classroom teachers and other school personnel; and (b) parents or other community members selected by parents.

At both the elementary and secondary levels, classroom teachers shall comprise the majority of persons represented under category (a)….

To meet the composition and parity requirements of EC Section 52852, the elementary school site council must have ​​​​ten members, including the principal, three classroom teachers, one other school employee, five parents or community members.
Garfield School is a single school district located in rural Humboldt County, enrolling approximately 60 students in Kindergarten through sixth grade. Due to the small size of the staff and parent population, the school wishes to form a school site council composed of the school principal, one classroom teacher, one other school employee, and three parents or community members.
The California Department of Education recommends approval of this waiver for two years on the condition that the school site council will maintain the parity requirements of EC 52852 and function under the provisions of the School-Based Program Coordination Act.  

Authority for the Waiver:  EC 52863 
Period of request: January 17, 2008 to January 17, 2010
Local board approval date(s): January 17, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): No bargaining unit exists at Garfield School District.
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): No bargaining unit exists at Garfield School District.
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): No bargaining unit exists at Garfield School District.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this request would not result in additional costs to the district or to the state.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Specific Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for                           web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE office or the Waiver                          office.)
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