Mammoth Unified School District
Page 4 of 4

	California Department of Education

SBE-004 General (REV 01/05/07)
	ITEM # W-18   

	[image: image1.png]






CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2008 aGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Mammoth Unified School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 49550 the requirement that needy pupils be provided a nutritionally adequate free or reduced-price meal during each school day (State Meal Mandate) including classes conducted on Saturdays.  
Waiver Number: 17-9-2007

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This Saturday meal waiver request from Mammoth Unified School District was discussed at the State Board of Education (SBE) meeting on January 10, 2008, and there were insufficient votes for passage. This waiver will be considered at the March 2008 SBE meeting. 
The SBE has granted many general waivers of the meal requirements for needy children attending the Saturday school session over the years. SBE policy guidelines adopted December 11, 1992, are used when reviewing these waivers.  
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Education Code (EC) Section 49550 states that each needy child that attends a public school be provided a nutritionally adequate free or reduced-price meal every school day. The Mammoth USD has requested to waive EC Section 49550 for their Saturday school session and have certified their compliance with the two required conditions necessary to obtain a waiver.
Mammouth USD’s Saturday School Program was created to give students an opportunity to get specific subject tutoring and have an alternate to school detentions or formal suspensions for violations of minor school policies. Some students are assigned the full 3 1/2 hours and others received portions of that time based on the need or the infraction. Since the programs are based on varying levels of need the high school operates two Saturdays a month while the middle school usually is in operation weekly. Of course this can vary based on the number of students assigned and availability of staff. To operate this program is already a cost to the district, but to add the need to serve meals would certainly make it cost prohibitive.

Schools offering classes on Saturdays may be granted a waiver if they meet two of the following conditions:

a) The Saturday session is less than 4 hours duration and is completed by noon.  YES  8 am to 11:30 am. (3 ½ hours – as changed by the district – see letter of January 18, 2008)
b) Less than 10 percent of the needy children enrolled in the Saturday school session are on campus more than 3 hours. NO – 100% of needy pupils are required to attend the full session.
c) The school has no proper refrigeration facilities. NO
d) Serving meals on Saturday will result in a financial loss equal to one-third of the net cash resources. NOT as literally defined in SBE Policy, the loss is GREATER than one-third of cash resources.
Justification for Meeting Criteria #1

Mammoth Unified School District meets the first criteria because the Saturday session begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 11:30 a.m. Children are let out before noon allowing them to go home for lunch.     

Justification for Meeting Criteria #4  

Although Mammoth Unified School District is claiming zero net cash resources, it does not literally meet the criteria of financial loss according to the guidelines adopted by the California State Board of Education (SBE) for Saturday school. Specifically, the SBE’s guidelines require that the financial loss incurred by the district equals one-third of the food services net cash resources. Because the district food service’s net cash resources are zero, their estimated financial loss is at least $4,344, which is greater than $0

To serve lunch on Saturdays (See detailed explanation on Profit/Loss Worksheet)

Total Program Expense =        $6,295.80

Total Program Income   =        $1,950.84

Program Loss              =        - $4,344.96 (for 36 Saturday school sessions) 
One Month’s Operating Costs = $699.53 (for four Saturday school sessions)
To serve breakfast on Saturdays (See detailed explanation on Profit/Loss Worksheet)
Total Program Expense =        $ 5,431.80

Total Program Income   =        $    947.27

Program Loss               =        -$ 4,484.53 (for 36 Saturday school sessions)
One Month’s Operating Costs = $603.53  (for four Saturday school sessions)
According to the Business Manager, James Maxey, Mammoth Unified School District pulls $60,000-$80,000 per year from the General Fund to operate their meal program during the regular school year. This puts a huge strain on the districts ability to provide and maintain other educational programs and services. The cost of providing breakfast and lunch were estimated on the attached Profit/Loss Worksheet along with the expected program income. In both cases, the total program expenses of providing either breakfast or lunch exceeded the program income by at least three times. 

Since the students will be out of school at 11:30 and providing a meal during the Saturday session will result in a financial loss, greater than one-third of cash resources, the department recommends granting a meal waiver for Mammoth Unified School District.     

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 8/21/07 – 8/20/08
Local board approval date(s):  03/05/07
Public hearing held on date(s): 03/05/07
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 02/28/07
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: MESP, Representative, 

Jules Jackson
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral  (Classified)                 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support (Certificated)                     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Council
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 02/28/07 and 3/5/07
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the waiver may reduce the draw on Proposition 98 funds at the State level. At the local district level, the draw from the general fund to support food services will be reduced.  
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (7 pages). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.) 
Attachment 2: Letter of January 18, 2008 - Change in Hours of the Saturday School Program (1 page). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.) 
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