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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT 
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR): Update, including, but not limited to, Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


2008 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
This spring the STAR Program (Education Code Section 60640) has the following six operational components:
· California Standards Tests (CSTs) 
· California Modified Assessment (CMA)
· California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)
· California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey)
· Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS)
· Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3)

The administration period for the CSTs, CMA, CAT/6 Survey, CAPA, and STS began in March and will continue through August to allow schools to test in the 21-day period in which they complete 85 percent of their instruction.
2008 Grades Four and Seven Writing Standards Tests
The first administration of the writing portion of the English-language arts (ELA) California Standards Tests (CSTs) for grades four and seven took place on March 4 and 5; approximately 454,718 writing tests for grade four and 478,240 writing tests for grade seven were ordered for the March administration. 
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SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)_______________________________________
The second administration of the writing test will take place April 29 and 30; and, so far, approximately 18,253 writing tests for grade four and 14,274 writing tests for grade seven were ordered for the April administration. Note: Some of the writing test materials ordered will be returned unused because the grade four students who take the CMA in ELA do not take the writing test for the CST in ELA and many districts and programs ordered testing materials before the students who would take the CMA in ELA had been identified. 
California Modified Assessment (CMA)
The federal government has provided states flexibility under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 to develop modified tests based on grade-level standards for up to two percent of the state’s pupils. In May 2007, the SBE adopted CMA blueprints that are aligned to California grade-level content standards for grades three through eight in ELA (including a writing test for grades four and seven), grades three through seven in mathematics and for grades five and eight in science.  
The CMA is being administered operationally for the first time this spring for grades three through five. New CMA items will be field tested in grades six through eight in fall 2008. The CMA writing test in grades four and seven will also be field tested in fall 2008. Grades three through eight are scheduled to be administered next spring. 
California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) 

In March 2006, the SBE adopted new CAPA blueprints that link alternate achievement standards to the California grade-level content standards for grades two through eleven in ELA and mathematics and for grades five, eight, and ten in science. The new CAPA is being administered for all five levels for the first time this spring.
Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) 

The STS are being administered operationally for grades two through seven this spring. It is anticipated that grades two through eleven will be administered next spring. Thus, in 2009, the STS will replace Aprenda 3, the current designated primary language test at all grade levels.

Standard Setting and Reporting Performance Levels

Standard setting determines the cut scores for performance-level (for example, advanced, proficient, basic) reporting. The standard setting process will take place in fall 2008/winter 2009 for CMA (grades three through five), CAPA (all five levels), and STS (grades two through four). The 2009 CAPA, CMA, and STS test results will be reported by performance levels for the grade levels included in the standard setting process during the summer of the same year. 

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)_______________________________________
STAR Parent and Teacher Focus Groups: Released Test Question Communication Plan
As part of the STAR Program’s Released Test Question Communication Plan, Educational Testing Service (ETS) in collaboration with the CDE and the SBE staff selected items that would enhance communication to parents, stakeholders, and the general public about the differentiation among performance levels on the CSTs. As part of that effort, two draft exemplar-based communication brochures and sample Web pages were developed and presented to parent and teacher focus groups in Sacramento, Fresno, and Los Angeles. 
Each location hosted three groups – parents without college education, parents with college education, and teachers. For each of the parent groups, seven parents were recruited, while for the teacher groups, 12 teachers were recruited. Across all three cities, 42 parents and 36 teachers were recruited to participate in these focus group sessions. Parent participant groups represented the diversity of California including age, grades of children in school, ethnicity, income, and marital status. Recruited teachers also represented California in terms of age, teaching experience, subject taught (math/English), grade level taught, and school district type (urban/suburban/rural).

The parent groups responded primarily to questions about the STAR Program, performance levels, and the usefulness of the sample documents and proposed Web site in communicating about the STAR program and performance levels. Teacher focus groups responded primarily to questions about how they might use the information to communicate with parents and how useful the teachers thought the information contained in the brochures and on the Web site might be to parents.

A summary of findings as well as recommendations regarding the brochures and Web sites will be provided in an Item Addendum. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


A summary of findings as well as recommendations regarding the brochures and Web sites will be provided in an Item Addendum. 
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