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	SUBJECT

State Board of Education-Approved Charter Schools: Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) receive an oral update on the SBE-approved charter schools and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Currently, eight individual charter schools are operating under the SBE’s authorization and two additional charter schools will commence operation in fall 2008, as summarized on the table below. 

	Charter #
	Charter School Name
	Approval Date
	Opening Date
	Renewal Date

	158
	Edison Charter Academy (San Francisco)

	Jul 2001
	Aug 2001
	Jun 2011

	350
	Ridgecrest Charter School (Kern County)
	Dec 2000
	Sep 2001
	Sep 2009

	431
	New West Charter School (Los Angeles)

	Dec 2001
	Sep 2003
	Jun 2012

	432
	Ánimo Inglewood Charter High School
	Dec 2001
	Sep 2002
	Jun 2010

	505
	School of Arts and Enterprise (Pomona)
	Sep 2002
	Sep 2003
	Jun 2011

	678
	Livermore Valley Charter School
	Nov 2004
	Sep 2005
	Jun 2008

	684
	Leadership Public Schools-Hayward

	Mar 2005
	Sep 2005
	N/A

	963
	Lifeline Education Charter School
	Sep 2007
	Sep 2007
	Jun 2010

	Opening in Fall 2008

	964
	Micro-Enterprise Charter Academy
	Sep 2007
	Sep 2008
	Jun 2012

	Opening in Fall 2009

	901
	Aim High Community Charter School
	May 2007
	Sep 2009
	Jun 2012


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION (Cont.)


Since January 1994, the SBE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) have jointly approved nine all-charter districts (that include a total of 16 schools), as shown on the table below.
	Charter #
	District Name (County)
	Approval Date
	Renewal Date

	D-1
	Pioneer Union Elementary School District (Kings)
	Jan 1994
	May 2009

	D-2
	Kingsburg Union Elementary School District (Fresno)
	May 1996
	Jun 2011

	D-3
	Delta View Joint Union Elementary School District (Kings)
	Jun 1999
	May 2009

	D-4
	Hickman Community Charter District (Stanislaus)
	Jul 1994
	Jan 2010

	D-5
	Alvina Elementary Charter School District (Fresno)
	Jul 2000
	May 2010

	D-6
	Island Union Elementary School District (Kings)
	Oct 2000
	May 2010

	D-7
	Kings River-Hardwick School District (Kings)
	May 2001
	May 2009

	D-8
	Jacoby Creek Charter School District (Humboldt)
	Jun 2002
	Jan 2009

	D-9
	Ackerman Elementary School District (Placer)
	May 2007
	Jun 2012


The SBE approved the first and second statewide benefit charter schools in January 2006 and January 2007, respectively. Each of these schools began operation in fall 2007, both initially opening two campuses. Provided academic achievement during the first two years of operation at these first two campuses meets a specified minimum threshold, each statewide benefit charter school may then open additional campuses, but no more than two additional campuses per year.

	Charter #
	Statewide Benefit Charter School
	Approval Date
	Opening Date
	Renewal Date

	756
	High Tech High
	Jan 2006
	Aug 2007
	Jun 2012

	854
	Aspire Public Schools
	Jan 2007
	Aug 2007
	Jun 2012


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 47605(j), a charter school petition (in most cases) must first be denied by both a local school district and a county office of education before it may be presented to the SBE on appeal.

EC Section 47605.8 allows a charter school petitioner to submit a petition directly to the SBE for the operation of a statewide benefit charter school that may operate at multiple sites throughout the state. The SBE may not approve the petition for a statewide benefit charter school unless it finds that the charter school will provide instructional services of statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district or only one county. 

As the charter authorizer, the SBE has monitoring responsibilities for its charter schools. The CDE Charter Schools Division staff monitors the charter schools on the SBE’s behalf and provides periodic reports on the charter schools.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


As a result of Assembly Bill (AB) 1137 (Chapter 892, Statutes of 2003), the oversight responsibilities of authorizing entities, including the SBE, have been more clearly defined (EC Section 47604.32). All authorizing entities are required to identify a contact person, visit the charter school annually, ensure compliance with all reporting requirements, monitor the fiscal condition, and provide notification regarding renewal, revocation, or ceasing of operations.

AB 1137 also amended EC Section 47607, which pertains to the renewal or revocation of charters and includes the addition of performance criteria to be met prior to receiving a charter renewal. The law provides that the cost of performing these duties shall be funded with supervisory oversight fees collected pursuant to EC Section 47613 (an amount not to exceed one percent of the school’s general purpose and categorical program revenue in most cases).

Currently, there are two full-time-equivalent staff in the Charter Schools Division assigned to oversee the eight operating SBE-approved charter schools, the nine all-charter districts, and the two statewide benefit charter schools. Assigned staff members make periodic site visits to the SBE-authorized charter schools and all-charter districts.

For charter schools authorized by the SBE on appeal, EC Section 47605(k)(1) provides that the SBE may, by mutual agreement, designate its supervisory and oversight responsibilities to any local educational agency in the county in which the charter school is located or to the governing board of the school district that first denied the petition (although this has never been done). Similarly, for statewide benefit charters, EC Section 47605.8(c) provides, as a condition of approval, that the SBE may enter into an agreement with a third party, at the expense of the charter school, to oversee, monitor, and report on the operations of the charter school.

With regard to all-charter districts (which are established by joint approval of the SBE and the SSPI), county offices of education currently provide a significant amount of assistance and oversight under AB 1200 (Chapter 1213, Statutes of 1991). Unlike the two types of SBE-approved charters, there is no specific provision for contracting or delegating by agreement the oversight responsibility for all-charter districts.

Key demographic and academic performance information for operating SBE-chartered schools and for the all-charter districts is provided in Attachment 1.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no specific action requested under this item, so no fiscal impact can be identified.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Key Demographic and Academic Performance Information (7 Pages)

Key Demographic and Academic Performance Information

State Board of Education-Chartered Schools and All-Charter Districts

Edison Charter Academy (San Francisco)
	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Edison
	466 / 98%
	735
	4 / 9
	728
	-7


Edison Charter Academy (ECA) serves approximately 450 students in grades K-8. It is a conversion school, and largely serves residents of the Mission District. More than 80 percent of the student body is Hispanic/Latino (62 percent) and African American (19 percent). Most of the remaining students were identified as multiple ethnicity or no response (11 percent), and small percentages were identified as Asian (1.3 percent), Filipino (1.5 percent), Pacific Islander (2.6 percent), and White (1.9 percent). The school’s 2007 growth API dipped slightly. However, the school’s Hispanic/Latino and African American students continued to demonstrate higher academic achievement than those of the San Francisco Unified School District at the same grade levels in English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics. ECA made AYP in 2007.

Mean Scale Scores from the California Standards Tests

	
	2007 ELA

All
	2007 Math

All
	2007 ELA

African American
	2007 Math

African American
	2007 ELA

Hispanic/

Latino
	2007 Math

Hispanic/

Latino

	Edison
	331.3
	340.2
	323.0
	319.5
	331.3
	344.2

	San Francisco Unified
	348.7
	372.0
	314.8
	303.4
	320.4
	328.8

	Edison Higher (+) or Lower (-) by…
	-5.0%
	-8.5%
	+2.6%
	+5.3%
	+3.4%
	+4.9%


NOTE: For African American, grades 4-6 only; insufficient test takers at other grade levels. For math, excludes Algebra 1. In each case, school and district comparisons are of like groups.
Ridgecrest Charter School (Kern County)

Ridgecrest Charter School (RCS) was one of the first schools chartered on appeal by the SBE. It serves approximately 210 students in grades K-8. The school did manage to slightly exceed its 2007 API growth target of five (5). However, the school’s only major subgroup (totaling about 79 percent of the test takers) experienced a third year of academic decline. 

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Ridgecrest
	212 / 22%
	714
	4 / 1
	721
	+7

	Subgroup*
	103 / 79%*
	735
	N/A
	730
	-5


*
The subgroup of white students comprised 103 of the school’s 130 test takers, or 79 percent.

RCS experienced overall academic decline for three years 2003-2006. In 2003, the school’s base API of 777 was higher than the base APIs of half of the elementary schools in the Sierra Sands Unified School District (where RCS is located). However, the school’s 2007 growth API of 721 is considerably lower than the growth APIs of all but one of the elementary schools and one of the middle schools in the Sierra Sands Unified School District. RCS did make AYP in 2007. 

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Ridgecrest (K-8)
	212 / 22%
	714
	4 / 1
	721
	+7

	Faller Elementary
	489 / 40%
	822
	8 / 9
	814
	-8

	Gateway Elementary
	515 / 33%
	811
	7 / 7
	824
	+13

	Inyokern Elementary
	174 / 30%
	782*
	NA
	713
	-69

	Las Flores Elementary
	466 / 39%
	829
	8 / 6
	808
	-21

	Pierce Elementary
	424 / 60%
	742
	5 / 7
	789
	+47

	Richmond Elementary
	443 / 35%
	780
	6 / 7
	755
	-25

	James Monroe Middle
	567 / 38%
	703
	5 / 4
	702
	-1

	Murray Middle
	721 / 34%
	741
	6 / 3
	745
	+4


*
Based upon fewer than 100 test takers.
New West Charter Middle School (West Los Angeles)

New West Charter Middle School serves approximately 300 students in grades 6-8. The SBE granted a five-year renewal to New West at the July 2007 meeting. The school’s record of academic achievement has been excellent. The school made AYP in 2007.

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	New West
	302 / 67%
	803
	8 / 10
	835
	+33


New West’s 2007 growth API of 835 ranks it higher than all but two of the 98 middle schools in the Los Angeles Unified School District.

Ánimo Inglewood Charter High School

Ánimo Inglewood Charter High School is in its sixth year of operation. Part of Green Dot Public Schools, Ánimo Inglewood serves approximately 525 students. The school experienced negative growth in 2007; its growth API was down 33 points. The school submitted a student achievement plan to address the shortfall. Even with the 2007 decline to a growth API of 687, Ánimo Inglewood continues to represent a very important alternative to students in the surrounding community, as shown in this comparison with high schools of the Inglewood Unified School District. 

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Ánimo Inglewood
	525 / 100%
	720
	6 / 10
	687
	-33

	Inglewood High 
	1,893 / 99%
	564
	1 / 5
	564
	0

	Morningside High 
	1,365 / 100%
	549
	1 / 5
	567
	+18

	City Honors High 
	370 / 100%
	814
	10 / 10
	793
	-21


Overall, Green Dot’s other four schools that have operated for more than two years showed a somewhat mixed record of academic achievement in 2006-07. Two increased, and two declined.

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Ánimo Leadership
	538 / 100%
	651
	3 / 7
	712
	+61

	Ánimo South Los Angeles
	394 / 100%
	701
	6 / 10
	677
	-24

	Ánimo Venice
	405 / 95%
	685
	5 / 9
	703
	+18

	Oscar De La Hoya Ánimo
	518 / 100%
	695
	5 / 10
	662
	-33


School of Arts and Enterprise (Pomona) 

The School of Arts and Enterprise (SAE) began is in its fifth year of operation. It serves approximately 430 students in grades 9-12. Not only did the school do well overall on its 2007 growth API, it made progress on closing the academic achievement gap in relation to its subgroups of Hispanic/Latino and socioeconomically disadvantaged students. 

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	School of Arts and Enterprise
	431 / 85%
	631
	2 / 3
	672
	+41

	Hispanic/Latino
	127 / 65%*
	592
	N/A
	658
	+66

	Socioeconomic

Disadvantage
	106 / 54%*
	596
	N/A
	653
	+57


*
The school’s 127 Hispanic/Latino students comprised 65% of its 195 test takers in 2007, and the school’s 106 socioeconomically disadvantaged students comprised 54% of its test takers. 

The school’s overall 2007 growth API of 672 was higher than the growth APIs of four of the six high schools in the surrounding Pomona Unified School District. SAE made AYP in 2007. 

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	School of Arts and Enterprise
	431 / 85%
	631
	2 / 3
	672
	+41

	Diamond Ranch High 
	1,847 / 77%
	807
	9 / 10
	798
	-9

	Ganesha High 
	1,643 / 99%
	626
	2 / 9
	624
	-2

	Garey Senior High 
	2,247 / 98%
	633
	3 / 8
	637
	+4

	Pomona Alternative High
	463 / 90%
	465
	1 / 1
	457
	-8

	Pomona Senior High 
	1,726 / 96%
	620
	2 / 6
	618
	-2

	Village Academy High
	505 / 97%
	681
	4 / 8
	710
	+29


Livermore Valley Charter School

Livermore Valley Charter School (LVCS) serves approximately 865 students in grades K-8. The school submitted its renewal application to the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District in November 2007. A public hearing was held December 11, 2007, and the district denied the charter renewal on January 8, 2008. The LVCS charter renewal has since been submitted to the SBE, and it will be scheduled for public hearing and action at the July 2008 meeting. 

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Livermore Valley Charter School
	737* / 25%
	888
	9 / 2
	865
	-23

	Altamont Creek Elementary
	614 / 40%
	840
	8 / 2
	847
	+7

	Arroyo Seco Elementary
	683 / 35%
	863
	9 / 4
	846
	-17

	Croce Elementary
	717 / 44%
	843
	8 / 3
	847
	+4

	Jackson Avenue Elementary
	549 / 49%
	834
	8 / 9
	829
	-5

	Marylin Avenue Elementary
	507 / 82%
	651
	1 / 1
	691
	+40

	Michell Elementary
	366 / 47%
	782
	6 / 4
	777
	-5

	Portola Elementary
	385 / 88%
	681
	2 / 1
	675
	-6

	Rancho Las Positas Elementary
	527 / 35%
	804
	7 / 2
	813
	+9

	Smith Elementary
	687 / 32%
	885
	9 / 4
	887
	+2

	Sunset Elementary
	634 / 26%
	910
	10 / 4
	913
	+3

	Christensen Middle
	676 / 38%
	789
	8 / 5
	774
	-15

	East Avenue Middle
	738 / 37%
	790
	8 / 3
	770
	-20

	Junction Avenue Middle
	682 / 50%
	737
	6 / 3
	732
	-5

	Mendenhall Middle
	921 / 25%
	837
	9 / 6
	826
	-11


*
LVCS added grade 8 and increased enrollment in 2007-08. Enrollment will total approximately 865.

The LVCS 2007 growth API dipped slightly, though the school continues to be quite high performing. The school’s 2007 growth API is higher than the growth APIs of most of the Livermore Valley Joint Unified District’s elementary and middle schools. LVCS made AYP in 2007.

Leadership Public Schools-Hayward
Leadership Public Schools (LPS)-Hayward is in its third year of operation and has added grade 11 this year for a total enrollment of approximately 320 students. The school had a very successful year academically in 2006-07, and its 2007 growth API is considerably (12 to 24 percent) higher than the growth APIs of the three comprehensive high schools in the Hayward Unified School District. The school made AYP in 2007.

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	LPS-Hayward
	212* / 87%
	709
	6 / **
	736
	+27

	Hayward High
	1,890 / 82%
	643
	3 / 3
	608
	-35

	Mt. Eden High
	2,213 / 90%
	655
	3 / 1
	652
	-3

	Tennyson High
	1,758 / 92%
	599
	2 / 1
	593
	-6


*
LPS-Hayward added a grade level and increased enrollment in 2007-08. Enrollment will total approximately 320.
**
Too few test takers in 2006 to qualify for a similar schools ranking.
LPS-Hayward submitted its renewal application to Hayward Unified in fall 2007 in accordance with law. The district’s governing board voted to renew the school, and thus LPS-Hayward will transition to district oversight beginning July 1, 2008.

Lifeline Education Charter School (Compton)

The SBE chartered Lifeline Education Charter School on appeal on September 19, 2007. The school opened on September 28, 2007. The school has approximately 230 students enrolled in grades six through 12. Despite its API decline in 2007, Lifeline continued to be the highest performing high school in the Compton Unified School District, as it was in 2006.

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Lifeline Education 
	339* / 100%
	622
	2 / 3
	611
	-11

	Centennial High School
	1,418 / 99%
	531
	1 / 4
	511
	-20

	Compton High School
	2,549 / 100%
	545
	1 / 3
	551
	+6

	Dominguez High School
	2,687 / 100%
	546
	1 / 4
	557
	+11

	Thurgood Marshall
	163 / 99%
	572
	1 / **
	482
	-90


*
Lifeline served approximately 340 students in 2006-07, but the school’s governing board decided to cut back enrollment in 2007-08 (to approximately 230). The decision was prompted in part by the late start. Also, the governing board hopes that a smaller enrollment will help the school recoup its slight decline in 2007 academic performance.
**
Thurgood Marshall (which is classified as a Small High School) had too few test takers to qualify for a similar schools ranking.
Statewide Benefit Charter Schools

The two Statewide Benefit Charter Schools approved by the SBE – Aspire and High Tech High – have commenced operations with two campuses each. The Aspire campuses are located in Huntington Park and Stockton. The Huntington Park site – Aspire Clarendon – has approximately 175 students in grades K-4. It opened August 15, 2007. The Stockton site – Aspire Trinity – has approximately 200 Students in grades K-5. It opened September 4, 2007.

The High Tech High campuses are located in San Marcos and Chula Vista; each serves approximately 150 ninth graders. The San Marcos site – HTH North County – opened September 10, 2007, and HTH Chula Vista opened August 27, 2007. 

The High Tech High organization has historically produced a reasonably solid record of achievement, although 2006-07 API growth was mixed among the six HTH schools that are continuing in operation in 2007-08. 

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	HTH Los Angeles
	302 / 47%
	840
	10 / 10
	819
	-21

	HTH San Diego
	520 / 52%
	809
	9 / 9
	807
	-2

	HTH International
	379 / 52%
	767
	8 / 8
	783
	+16

	HTH Media Arts
	276 / 50%
	750
	8 / 4
	717
	-33

	High Tech Middle
	325 / 55%
	868
	10 / 10
	847
	-21

	High Tech Middle Media Arts
	299 / 48%
	843
	9 / 7
	825
	-18

	HTH Bayshore*
	262 / 68%
	642
	3 / 1
	706
	N/A


*
Now closed

The Aspire organization produced a reasonably solid record of achievement in 2006-07, with a number of its schools posting substantial gains.

	School
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2006 Rankings
	2007 Growth API
	Growth

	Lionel Wilson – Oakland (6-12)
	535 / 100%
	656
	3 / 8
	667
	+11

	Monarch – Oakland (K-5)
	352 / 100%
	710
	3 / 9
	795
	+85

	Millsmont – Oakland (K-8)
	269 / 100%
	646
	1 / 3
	687
	+41

	Berkley Maynard – Oakland (K-5)
	331 / 99%
	643
	1 / 4
	730
	+87

	CA College Prep – Oakland (6-8)
	149 / 99%
	648
	2 / *
	725
	+77

	East Palo Alto (K-8)
	415 / 100%
	819
	8 / 10
	837
	+18

	University Public – Stockton (K-5)
	350 / 41%
	867
	9 / 8
	868
	+1

	River Oaks – Stockton (K-5)
	357 / 91%
	819
	8 / 10
	815
	-4

	Benjamin Holt – Stockton (6-12)
	499 / 67%
	820
	9 / 10
	825
	+5

	Rosa Parks – Stockton (K-6)
	294 / 94%
	647
	1 / 3
	726
	+79

	University Charter – Modesto (K-8)
	258 / 40%
	882
	9 / 9
	902
	+20

	Summit Charter – Modesto (K-8)
	403 / 46%
	778
	N/A
	882
	+44

	Capitol Heights – Sacramento (K-8)
	194 / 87%
	673
	2 / *
	58
	+85

	Antonio Maria Lugo – Huntington Park (K-3)
	239 / 100%
	722
	4 / 7
	691
	-31

	Centennial College Prep – Huntington Park (4-6)
	397 / 100%
	N/A
	N/A
	671
	N/A


*
Too few test takers to qualify for a similar schools ranking.

All-Charter Districts

Of the eight all-charter districts that operated in 2006-07, two had API growth, one was unchanged, and five experienced API declines. Four made AYP, and four did not. The ninth all-charter district, Ackerman Elementary, which commenced operation as an all-charter district on July 1, 2007, had a slight increase in its growth API, and it did make AYP.

	#
	District (County)
	Enrollment / 
%Non-White
	2006 Base API
	2007 Growth API
	Growth
	AYP

	D-1
	Pioneer Elementary (Kings)
	1,533 / 47%
	821
	811
	-10
	No*

	D-2
	Kingsburg Elementary Charter (Fresno)
	2,206 / 57%
	780
	776
	-4
	No**

	D-3
	Delta View Joint Union Elementary (Kings)
	88 / 86%
	690
	653
	-37
	Yes

	D-4
	Hickman Community Charter (Stanislaus)
	1,029 / 33%
	809
	828
	+19
	Yes

	D-5
	Alvina Elementary (Fresno)
	197 / 63%
	735
	710
	-25
	No**

	D-6
	Island Union Elementary (Kings)
	249 / 35%
	784
	761
	-23
	No**

	D-7
	Kings River-Hardwick Elementary (Kings)
	605 / 37%
	800
	806
	+6
	Yes

	D-8
	Jacoby Creek Elementary (Humboldt)
	416 / 38%
	900
	900
	0
	Yes

	D-9
	Ackerman Elementary (Placer)
	445 / 18%
	826
	829
	+3
	Yes


*
Language arts, participation rate
**
Language arts, percent proficient

Hickman Community Charter has submitted draft amendments to its charter to add an independent study high school program. The district is currently a K-8 district. Staff is in the process of reviewing and providing comments to the district regarding its proposed expansion.

�	Originally approved by the San Francisco Unified School District, but the SBE became the authorizer at the time of first renewal.


�	Initially granted for a three-year term to expire June 30, 2005, but in subsequent actions, the SBE extended the initial term. In July 2007, the SBE granted a five-year renewal.


� Has been renewed effective July 1, 2008, by the Hayward Unified School District. Will transition to the district’s oversight on that date.
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