Fresno Unified School District 

Page 3 of 3

	California Department of Education

SBE-005 General (REV 12/18/07)
	ITEM #W-1 

	[image: image1.png]






CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Fresno Unified School District to waive portions of California Education Code (EC) sections 52378 (b)(2)(3) and (d)(1) the restriction that the Middle and High School Supplemental Counseling Program funds be used only for grades 7-12.
Waiver Number: 3-4-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

That the district 1) be participating in the Fresno-Long Beach Partnership Pilot including benchmarks to be set; 2) spend the money in grades 6 through 12 only and only on students in the below basic and far below basic levels; 3) will supplement these funds with other funds in order to maintain high levels of support for the students at the far below basic level; and 4) the waiver will be valid on a three year basis only and will terminate if the district leaves the partnership before that time.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Waivers of this EC have never before been requested of the State Board.

Fresno - Long Beach Partnership Pilot
Excerpt from the January 12, 2008 State of Education Address by Jack O’Connell on  January 22, 2008 on a clear, ambitious, little to no cost plan to improve California's school system:
The time for action is now; we needn't wait for further study or legislation. So I intend to bring before the State Board of Education a pilot program allowing Fresno and Long Beach Unified School districts — the third and fourth largest districts in the state — significant new flexibility in how they allocate their resources. This flexibility will allow them to be more innovative in designing programs to close the achievement gap. In exchange for the increased flexibility, the two districts have agreed to form a partnership to learn together, model, and replicate effective practices. In addition, they will commit to specific benchmark
progress goals. The item we will bring before the Board of Education will be thoughtful and precise and will be based on each district's individual needs and 
records. Long Beach, which has been a national model for successful urban 
district management, will receive more flexibility, while Fresno, a district that has 
greatly improved but is still in transition, will receive a little less. 
(See Attachment 2)
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Middle and High School Supplemental Counseling Program was authorized by AB 1802, statutes of 2006 and amended by AB 347 and SB 405 in statutes of 2007 and is clearly intended to provide additional counseling services to pupils in grades 7 – 12 inclusive who are in the far below basic category. 

There are two main parts to this waiver request. The first is a request to be allowed to spend the money at grade 6 as well as grades 7-12. In Fresno, middle schools include sixth grade. Therefore, in order to provide truly comprehensive counseling services at the middle school level, the district requests the flexibility to address the needs of students beyond the grades specified in Section 52378 (b) and (d) (See strike out of EC in Attachment 1.)
The second purpose of this waiver is to permit the use of the program to serve students at the below basic and far below basic levels in English language arts or mathematics of the CST. Moreover, since those who are below basic on the CST tend to be at-risk of failing the California High School Exit Exam and earning insufficient 
credits for graduation (the two main focal points of the program), the district requests the flexibility to serve a broader set of students with significant academic needs.

With the waiver, the Fresno Unified School District can have a more tiered system of interventions that helps to prevent dropouts. It intends to supplement state funds with other funds (primarily Title I) so that a wider range of students can be assisted, and still maintain high levels of support for the students at the far below basic level. At the same time, since these other funds are also geared toward the neediest children, the quality and intensity of the counseling services can be retained.
The department recommends approval of this waiver request with the conditions as listed on the recommendation line above. 
Demographic information:
Fresno Unified has a student population of 77,555 and is a large city located in Fresno County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 7-1-2008 through 6-30-2011. The waiver will be valid on a three year basis only and will terminate if the district leaves the partnership before that time.

Local board approval date(s): 3-26-2008
Public hearing held on date(s): 3-26-2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 
California School Employees Association (CSEA) 3-18-2008
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 3-18-2008

Fresno Teachers Employees Association (FTA) 3-26-08

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: 
Brenda Emerson and Natasha Eckart, FTA
Corky Luce, CSEA

Pat Riley, SEIU

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose  
Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Posed in three public places 
Advisory committee(s) consulted: District Advisory Committee (DAC)  
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 3-12-2008
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no state-wide fiscal impact. Fresno Unified School District intends to supplement state funds with other funds (primarily Title I). 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available is the SBE Office or the Waiver Office)   

Attachment 2: The Fresno-Long Beach Partnership for Improved Student Success 
(3 pages) Available on the world wide web at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/se/partnership.asp
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