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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Hemet Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code Section 60422(c) to waive Section 60422(a), the “24 month rule”, for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. The request is to delay the adoption of materials in science (kindergarten through grade eight only) for 12 additional months.
Waiver Number: 42-2-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the district have instruction materials from the 2008 Science Primary Adoption purchases, ready to implement, and in the hands of students by the start of the Fall 2009 academic term. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


There is no existing State Board of Education (SBE) policy on waivers of the “24 month rule” under the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP). This is the seventh waiver request submitted to the SBE for this issue; five of the previous waivers were approved, and the other two were approved by SBE agenda in March 2008.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


California Education Code (EC) Section 60422 outlines the requirements of the IMFRP. One of these requirements is that districts accepting this funding from the state provide 
standards-aligned instructional materials to students, “by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.”
EC Section 60422(c) includes provision for the SBE to grant school districts additional time to meet the requirement to provide students with standards-aligned instructional materials following an SBE adoption. The additional time is based upon the district meeting the following criteria: 

(1) The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (cont.)


(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.
Hemet Unified School District has requested that the SBE provide it with an additional year to purchase standards-aligned instructional materials for kindergarten through grade eight (K–8) from the SBE-adopted 2006 Science Primary Adoption list. The district is asking for approval of this petition so that it can implement new materials from the 2007 Mathematics Primary Adoption prior to purchasing new instructional materials in science.  
The district has provided supporting evidence to indicate that it has met each of the criteria listed in EC Section 60422(c):

(1) The school is currently using standards-aligned science programs adopted from the SBE’s 2000 adoption list: Harcourt Science California, Harcourt School Publishers, 2001, for K–5, and the Holt, Rinehart and Winston middle school science series (Earth Science, Life Science, and Physical Science, 2001) for grades six through eight. The district is currently in Year 3 Program Improvement (PI) status. The district provides support for school site-based processes in science designed to ensure coverage of the science standards, including team teaching, science rotations, supplemental instructional materials and activities, and other projects. It cites a ten percent improvement in performance on the California Standards Test (CST) in science at the fifth grade level over the last three years as a result. The percentage of students that score at “Proficient” or higher on both the grade five and grade eight Science CSTs remains lower than the state average. The student population in the Hemet Unified School District is 17 percent English Learners, and 63 percent economically disadvantaged (defined by participation in the National School Lunch Program). 
(2) The district submitted a copy of its sufficiency resolution from 2007-08, stating that its students have sufficient instructional materials. 
(3) The district has submitted an alternate plan for compliance with IMFRP deadlines that would have it implementing a new mathematics adoption in 
2008-09, with the new science adoption following in 2009-10. Due to its PI status, the district is following a recommendation from the Riverside County Program Improvement Team to focus on immediate improvement of its mathematics curriculum. The district feels that an emphasis on improving instruction in mathematics in the coming year would allow it to reach its required progress goals both in terms of its Academic Performance Index and Adequate Yearly Progress, while giving it additional time to prepare its plan for comprehensive implementation 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (cont.)


of new standards-based science programs in the 2009-10 school year. The district plans on fully implementing the new science curriculum with Web-based curriculum mapping, specific grade level pacing guides, and professional development support for an effective implementation of the new programs. 
The department recommends approval of this petition.
Demographic information:
Hemet Unified School District has a student population of 23,541 and is in a city located in a Riverside County.
Authority for the Waiver: EC Section 60422(c)
Period of request: July 1, 2008, through June 30, 2009. 
Local board approval date(s): January 22, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): January 22, 2008  
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): Hemet Teachers Association, Gerald Hall, President
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If the petition is not approved, the district would have to adopt its new science and mathematics materials at the same time. The district estimates that the cost of its K–8 science and mathematics adoptions will come to approximately $1,100,000.00 each, with the cost of replacements/consumables from previous adoptions at approximately $200,000. Thus the cost for adopting both mathematics and science in the same year would be approximately $2,400,000.00. 

 

The total estimated district IMFRP budget for 2007-08 is $1,630,636.60. The district states that due to the current budget crisis and the likelihood of budget cuts in 2008-09, it cannot make up the shortfall out of its general funds, and thus the failure to gain approval of the petition would impose a financial hardship on the district. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Specific Waiver Request (7 pages) (This attachment is not available for 
                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver 
                       Office.)
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