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	SUBJECT:
	Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: The Approval of Performance Standards (Levels) for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish for Reading/Language Arts and the Standards-based Tests in Spanish for Mathematics in Grades Two, Three, and Four.


In February 2009, Educational Testing Service (ETS) conducted a performance standard (level) setting for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) for Reading/Language Arts (RLA) and Mathematics in grades two, three, and four. The standard setting panel was composed of nearly one hundred bilingual and biliterate educators with experience in the education of students who take the STS. The panel was familiar with the California content standards and represented California’s various regions and diversity of the STS-eligible students. 
The Bookmark Method was used in the standard-setting process. The Bookmark Method is an item mapping procedure in which panelists consider content covered by items in a specially constructed book where items are ordered from easiest to hardest based on operational performance data from the spring 2008 administration. The method is a three-round standard (level) setting process that requires panelists to independently examine test items and place bookmarks at the points at which they consider students to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge and skills to be minimally competent at each performance level. Prior to the standard setting, the cut score for below basic was statistically set at one standard error of measurement (SEM) above chance for both tests. The panelists set cut scores for basic, proficient, and advanced (Attachment 2).
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI’s) recommendations (Attachment 1), based on analyses conducted by the California Department of Education and ETS, differ from the standard setting panel’s recommendations. Considering that every test has an error of measurement and every standard setting has what could be termed “error of judgement,”
 the SSPI recommends, in most cases, that cut scores be either decreased or increased by one or two SEMs. The only exception would apply to RLA in grade three, where based on the standard setting panel’s recommended cut score, half of the students would have been below basic. The SSPI recommends for RLA in grade three that the cut score for basic be adjusted by more than two SEMs. One SEM is equal to approximately three score points. These adjustments would ensure a reasonable distribution of students at each performance level, similar to the performance levels adopted for other California Standards Tests (CSTs).  
The SSPI’s recommended cut scores for the STS for RLA and Mathematics are consistent with the SBE’s adopted English–Language Arts and Mathematics CST cut scores (Attachment 3).
Attachment 1:
State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s Recommendation for the 

   Proposed Performance Standards (Levels), Standards-based Tests in Spanish for Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics in Grades Two, Three, and Four (2 Pages)
Attachment 2:
Standard Setting Panel’s Recommendations for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels), Standards-based Tests in Spanish for Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics in Grades Two, Three, and Four (2 Pages)
Attachment 3:  State Board of Education Adopted Performance Standards (Levels) for the California English–Language Arts and Mathematics Standards Tests in Grades Two, Three, and Four (2 Pages) 

� “Error,” in this context, refers to random fluctuations that cannot be completely controlled regardless of the quality of the test or the quality of the standard setting process. Such error can be reduced through good measurement and standard setting techniques, but it can never be reduced to zero.
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