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	SUBJECT:
	STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; officer elections; State Board office budget, staffing, appointments, and direction to staff; Board Liaison Reports; and other matters of interest, including training. There will also be a report from the African American Advisory Committee, the English Learner Advisory Committee, the Secretary of Education, which will include an update on the Governor’s digital textbook initiative and the Race to the Top initiative, a presentation on the American Diploma Project, and a board resolution regarding the Decennial 2010 Census.


For your review please find attached three documents the African American Advisory Committee (AAAC) prepared during their first meeting, July 29-30, 2009. Dr. L Steven Winlock, the chair of this committee, will provide the board with an overview of the work of the committee’s first meeting and anticipated next steps during his presentation under Item 1. 

Also attached is the proposed board resolution regarding the Decennial 2010 Census.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1: AAAC Guiding Principles Statement (1 page)
Attachment 2: AAAC Mission Statement (1 page)
Attachment 3: AAAC Overarching Statement (1 page)
Attachment 4:  Census Resolution (2 pages)

African American Advisory Committee
An Advisory Committee to the State Board of Education 

Guiding Principles

1. Communicate high academic expectations for all African American students

2.  All decisions will be data driven and based on valid and reliable research

3.  Priority will be placed on the early grades as the foundation needed for academic success at the secondary level and beyond

4. Particular emphasis will be placed on developing essential mathematical skills and the ability to engage in rigorous mathematical thinking at an early grade level

5. Particular emphasis will also be placed on reading language arts and the acquiring and building of academic language as early as possible and throughout the students K-12 experience 

6. Effective school leadership, held accountable for fostering a learning-centered school culture, is essential to the education of African American students 

7. Emphasis must be focused on quality teaching in a rigorous curriculum that facilitates student learning

8.  Multiple measures of assessment must be used to measure student learning and achievement in order to guide instruction toward the mastery of the state standards 

9. The engagement of the community, parents, students, teachers, and businesses in a coherent and unified effort, is critical to the success of the work toward closing the achievement gap for African American students

10. Students will be the priority in all decisions 
African American Advisory Committee

An Advisory Committee to the State Board of Education

Mission Statement

The African American Advisory Committee endeavors to provide the State Board of Education with research and other information that clarify the issues pertaining to the education of African American students and through the meaningful engagement of parents, teachers, students, community, and business members make valid recommendations that affect policies. 

African American Advisory Committee

An Advisory Committee to the State Board of Education

Overarching Statement

Like all children, the African American child is capable of academic excellence. African American students come from a rich cultural and historical background that has always valued education. Each African American child arrives at school with assets, talents and gifts that educators should uncover, honor and use in their efforts to provide all African American students with the learning opportunity that they will need for academic and life-long success. 

California
State Board of Education 
 
Resolution to encourage Local Education Agencies to participate in the 2010 Decennial Census in Schools Week 
 

WHEREAS, the decennial census takes place every ten years to count the residents of each state to help identify where to allocate over $400 billion to states, and to ensure fair Congressional representation by determining how many seats each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives as well as the redistricting of the state legislatures, county and city councils, and voting districts;

WHEREAS, an accurate count is critical to the well-being of every community in determining where to locate schools and child care centers, and provide important federal and state funds for schools and districts;

WHEREAS, in order to maximize political representation and funding appropriations, the State Board of Education encourages all local education agencies to relay the importance of the census to parents and community members to ensure everyone is counted;

WHEREAS, the counties of Los Angeles, San Diego, San Bernardino, Orange, Fresno, Riverside, Sacramento, Kern, Alameda, and San Francisco have been identified as the Hard-To-Count counties in California, and combined together receive more than $1.1 billion in Title I, Part A funds;
WHEREAS, the State Board of Education would like to engage the aforementioned counties to coordinate with the Governor’s California Complete Count effort on best practices to ensure each county has the most complete and accurate count of its residents;     

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education is inviting elementary and middle schools, especially in the Hard-To-Count counties listed above, to dedicate a week during January 2010 through March 2010 for “Census in Schools Week,” which will help reinforce the importance of their participation in the census;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the California State Board of Education supports the goals and ideals for the 2010 Census and will lend its support to the education community in being responsive to federal and state census liaisons; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the California State Board of Education recognizes the long term effects of an accurate and complete count for garnering much needed resources for our state; we stand with all districts to be counted on the official day April 1, 2010. 

 
        TED MITCHELL

President, California State Board of Education

September, 2009


