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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
DECEMBER  2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Race to the Top Overview Including State Legislation Information.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. There is no specific recommendation at this time.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) is federal legislation passed in February 2009 which is designed to stimulate the economy, support job creation, and invest in critical sectors, including education. The Office of the Secretary of Education, in collaboration with CDE staff, presented updates regarding ARRA in May, September and November of 2009.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Race to the Top Fund, authorized under ARRA, provides $4.35 billion for competitive grants. The initial information on the requirements for applying was released by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on July 29, 2009. The Race to the Top Notice of Proposed Priorities was distributed by ED and public comments were received through August 28, 2009. Over 1,100 individuals and organizations submitted public comment. The notices were published on the Federal Register on November 18, 2009.

There are two phases to the application process. States that apply in Phase 1 but are not awarded grants may reapply for funding in Phase 2. Phase 1 grantees may not apply for additional funding in Phase 2.

The application deadlines for the two phases are as follows:

Phase 1

November 18, 2009

Notices published in the Federal Register

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


January 19, 2010 

Application deadline for Phase 1

April 2010


Winners announced for Phase 1





Feedback provided to applicants who did not win

Phase 2

June 1, 2010


Application deadline for Phase 2

September 2010

Winners announced for Phase 2

Notices are available at the ED’s Web site at http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop. 

Additional information on Race to the Top is available at http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/key-policy-application-details.pdf, will lead to the ED’s document entitled, “U.S. Department of Education: Race to the Top Overview” which provides a general overview of the more than 1,000 page document on the application. 
State Legislation related to Race to the Top

On August 20, 2009, the Governor called a special session of the legislature to ensure California meets the eligibility requirements and is successfully competitive for a Race to the Top award. The Governor’s legislative package includes SBx5 1 (Romero), introduced August 27, 2009, and amended November 3, 2009. SBx5 1 addresses the major elements of the RTTT of the final requirements. We expect additional amendments to the bill. SBx5 1 is now in the Assembly. ABx5 8 (Brownley) was introduced December 3, 2009 and also addresses the elements of the RTTT final guidelines. The Assembly is expected to vote on both bills on December 9, 2009. Attached are summaries of the bills.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The full fiscal impact is unknown at this time. If the CDE’s submission is successful, California could potentially receive hundreds of millions of dollars.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Summaries of SBx5 1(Romero) as of November 3, 2009 and ABx5 8 (Brownley) as introduced December 3, 2009 (8 Pages)

