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	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of No Child Left Behind and Other Federal Programs.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This standing item allows the CDE to brief the SBE on timely topics related to No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and other federal programs. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In September 2008, the CDE and SBE sent a joint letter to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) requesting a waiver of Section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA), also known as the Tydings Amendment, which governs the availability of fiscal year (FY) 2006 Title I, Part A Grants to local educational agencies (LEAs) funds for obligation. Specifically, the CDE and SBE requested that the period to obligate approximately $20 million in FY 2006 Title I, Part A funds reserved for Section 1003(a) school improvement activities, which expired on September 30, 2008, be extended to September 30, 2009. 

CDE received an e-mail from ED requesting a clearer explanation of how California’s appropriation process works in general and how the process specifically affects the obligation of these funds. Specifically, under Section 9401, CDE must provide all interested LEAs in the state with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on the request, submit any comments to the Secretary; and provide notice and information to the public regarding the waiver request. This SBE Agenda item provides CDE the opportunity to address the requirements of Section 9401.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Any state or local educational agency that does not abide by the mandates or provisions of NCLB is at risk of losing federal funding. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: September 26, 2008, joint letter to Kerri L. Briggs, Assistant Secretary, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education (3 Pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.) 
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