aab-sad-jan09item05
Page 2 of 2

	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-003 (REV. 06/2008)

aab-sad-jan09item05
	ITEM #21 

	[image: image1.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Program Update, Including, but not Limited to, Performance Standard Setting for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish, Ordering and Pre-Identification Workshops, Pre-Test Workshops, and Longitudinal Growth Measures Focus Groups Meeting.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In May 2008, the CDE reported to the SBE that the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) were being administered operationally for grades two through seven. With this operational administration of the STS, the SBE was provided information that the standard setting process would take place in winter 2009. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Performance Standard Setting for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish

A group of educators and education community representatives will be convened to recommend performance levels (cut scores) for the STS for grades two through four in February 2009. In recruiting panelists, the goal is to include California educators with experience in the education of students who take the STS, and who are familiar with the California content standards. Invited panelists will include teachers, administrators, and/or curriculum specialists and are being recruited from across the state to be representative of the educators of the STS-eligible students. Educational community representatives will also be invited to participate in the standard-setting activities. 
The STS performance standard-setting group will meet February 4–6, 2009, for reading/language arts and February 9–11, 2009, for mathematics.

At the March 2009 SBE meeting, the CDE will bring a recommendation to the SBE to direct CDE and SBE staff to conduct regional public hearings on the proposed performance levels. The recommended schedule of those hearings will allow the CDE to bring proposed performance levels and public comments from the regional public hearings to the SBE for adoption at the May 2009 SBE meeting. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Ordering and Pre-Identification Workshops

Educational Testing Service (ETS) conducted ordering and pre-identification (Pre-ID) workshops for the 2009 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program test administration. A total of 11 ordering workshops and 9 Pre-ID workshops were held in October, November, and December 2008 in locations throughout the state. There were various ways to participate, including live presentations, video conferences, and webcasts. The purpose of the ordering workshops was to assist district STAR coordinators with order placement for STAR Program test materials. To support STAR coordinators, Pre-ID workshops were held to ensure that correct Pre-ID procedures would be followed for the collection of student demographic information as a part of STAR Program testing. 

Pre-Test Workshops

A total of 12 Pre-Test Workshops are scheduled to be conducted by ETS throughout the state in January 2009. The purposes of the Pre-Test Workshop are to train district STAR coordinators in the administration of the STAR Program tests and update STAR coordinators regarding any changes. There will be various ways for district STAR coordinators to participate, including live workshops, video conferences, and webcasts.
Longitudinal Growth Measures Focus Groups Meeting

Pursuant to language in the 2007 Budget Trailer Bill (SB 77, Item 6110-113-0890, provision 10), ETS produced for the CDE and SBE in May 2008 a report entitled, Measuring Academic Growth in California. The report presented the results of an analysis of various possible means of measuring academic growth. In the report, ETS recommended the use of a simple regression model to assess growth on the CSTs from one year to the next. A focus group meeting, consisting of district/county assessment and evaluation staff, was held on November 11, 2008, to discuss the utility of the recommended growth model and to plan for pilot testing the use of the new information by their districts. Nine districts were represented at the meeting and all indicated a desire to receive the pilot growth data and to compare it to measures currently being used for program evaluation. Participating districts will receive data from ETS in early January 2009 for analysis and will report their results to CDE in March 2009. The CDE will provide an update on the outcome of the pilot growth data analysis to the SBE in spring 2009. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the STS, California Standards Tests, California Alternate Performance Assessment, and California Modified Assessment. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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