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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test: Program Update, Including, but Not Limited to, Early Literacy Assessment in Kindergarten and Grade One and Request for Proposals for the 2009-2012 Contract.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The CDE has presented information to the SBE on the kindergarten and grade one (K-1) early literacy assessment item development activities and past requests for proposals (RFPs) as follows:
· In July 2008, the SBE received an update on the input from the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) Technical Advisory Group (TAG), English language proficiency (ELP) assessment experts, early literacy experts, and experts in early child development/curriculum who provided critical guidance to WestEd (the initial contractor for K-1 item development) on K-1 item development.
· In May 2008, the SBE received a summary of the background and history of the K-1 early literacy assessment.
· In September 2005, the SBE was informed that CDE expected to award to CTB/McGraw-Hill the 2005-09 CELDT contract.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


K-1 Early Literacy Assessment 

In October 2008, a content review committee and a bias and sensitivity review committee were convened to review K-1 early literacy assessment reading and writing 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


test questions. The content review committee was made up of twelve panel participants. The bias and sensitivity committee was made up of ten panel participants. Both committees were made up of California teachers of English learners who represented the ethnic, linguistic, and cultural diversity of California’s population. The items are scheduled for an informal pilot study in November 2008, that will include both English Only and English Learners in K-1. At the conclusion of this contract, field-test ready questions, the guiding principles for administration, test content, and test specifications for the development of the questions were delivered to CDE by WestEd. 
The new CELDT contractor will design and administer a stand-alone field test early in 2009 using these test questions. Also, the next CELDT contractor is responsible for conducting a standard setting to recommend K-1 reading and writing performance level cut scores for the SBE’s approval. CDE anticipates bringing these recommendations to the SBE in May 2009. 
Request for Proposals
The CELDT contract with CTB/McGraw-Hill will conclude on December 31, 2009. The CELDT RFP invited submissions from eligible bidders to administer the CELDT as required by California Education Code Section 60810. The RFP was released on October 7, 2008. Prior to the RFP release, SBE staff reviewed and provided comments that resulted in minor technical changes. The
 new CELDT contract will be awarded using a competitive bid process. The anticipated start date is February 1, 2009, with an end date of December 31, 2012. There will be a 12-month overlap with the current contract for transition purposes.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the CELDT administration are included in the CELDT contracts ($8.4 million for CTB in 2008-09 and $2.1 million for the new contract in 2009). The WestEd contract for K-1 early literacy assessment item development activities (April – November 2008) was for $799,943.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
�When & how is the contract to be awarded?
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