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Legislative Update

Bills Related to State Board of Education (SBE) Principles


Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board of Education adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 
AB 1 (Monning) – Teachers: program of professional growth: conflict resolution
This bill would specify that an individualized program of professional growth may include a course in negotiation, mediation, and conflict resolution, including peer mediation training and the theory and practice of nonviolence. The bill would specify that the course may include basic negotiation skills, communication skills, basic mediation and peer mediation, and theory and practice of nonviolence and peace building.
This bill was introduced on December 1 and may be acted upon on or after January 1.

Other Bills of Interest to the SBE
Budget
SCA 6 (Simitian) – Taxation: educational entities: parcel tax.

The California Constitution conditions the imposition of a special tax by a city, county, or special district upon the approval of 2/3 of the voters of the city, county, or special district voting on that tax, and prohibits these entities from imposing an ad valorem tax on real property or a transactions or sales tax on the sale of real property. This measure would alternatively condition the imposition, extension, or increase of a parcel tax, as defined, by a school district, community college district, or county office of education upon the approval of 55% of its voters voting on the proposition, and would also make conforming changes to related provisions.
This bill was introduced on December 9 and may be acted upon on or after January 9.
Career Technical Education

AB 36 (Furutani) – Public education: readiness year program

This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to develop a readiness year program in the public education system that provides basic skills training for individuals entering or reentering an academic institution or the workforce and prepares those individuals to meet California's career technical education and workforce development needs.
This bill was introduced on December 1 and may be acted upon on or after January 1.
Data

SB 19 (Simitian) – Education Data
This bill would further state the intent of the Legislature to amend the Education Code to enact legislation that would create in state government the Statewide Education Data Governing Board, the purpose of which would be to facilitate the linking of education data from disparate education and non-education sources.
This bill was introduced on December 1 and may be acted upon on or after January 1.
Funding

AB 60 (Coto) – Education finance: study relating to weighted pupil funding formulas
This bill would express legislative intent to simplify and make transparent the process through which funding is provided for each public school pupil, to equalize the funding for pupils within significant parameters, and to focus per-pupil funding on enabling all California pupils to reach high state academic standards. This bill contains other related provisions.
This bill was introduced on December 9 and may be acted upon on or after January 9.
AB 8 (Brownley) – Education finance: working group
This bill would express findings and declarations of the Legislature with respect to the school funding system in the state. This bill would require the Director of Finance and the Legislative Analyst to convene a working group to make findings and recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor on or before December 1, 2010, regarding restructuring California's school finance system. The bill would require those findings and recommendations to include, among other things, alternative structures for funding public schools, the policy and fiscal implications of the alternative funding structure or structures, and an evaluation mechanism to facilitate continuous improvement, maximum transparency, and accountability of the funding structures.

This bill was introduced on December 1 and may be acted upon on or after January 1.
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