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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Petition by Pacific Technology School to Establish a Statewide Benefit Charter School Under the Oversight of the State Board of Education: Hold Public Hearing, Make Finding, and Consider Staff Recommendation for Approval.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) hold a public hearing regarding the petition by Pacific Technology School (PacTech) to establish a statewide benefit charter and then take the following actions:

1. Pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 47605.8(b), make a finding that the PacTech charter school will provide instructional services of a statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district, or only in one county. Proposed findings that the SBE should adopt are provided in Attachment 4.
2. Approve the PacTech petition to establish a statewide benefit charter for a five-year period from July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2014, subject to both of the following:

· PacTech complies with the conditions for the opening and operation of school sites as set forth in Attachment 1, which ensure that these school sites will be located in areas critically in need of academic improvement. The conditions are the same as those applied by the SBE to other approved statewide benefit charter petitions (High Tech High and Aspire Public Schools).

· The PacTech petition is modified to incorporate the additions and changes proposed by the CDE and the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS).

3. Assign the PacTech petition a charter number. (The charter number will be identified at the SBE meeting consistent with the SBE’s actions on other items involving charter numbering.)
4. Direct that, if the first two schools authorized under the petition (to be located in the San Juan Unified School District and the Santa Ana Unified School District) 
	RECOMMENDATION (Cont.)


do not open on or before September 30, 2009, approval of the PacTech statewide benefit charter will be terminated on October 1, 2009.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Assembly Bill (AB) 1994 (Chapter 1058, Statutes of 2002) added EC Section 47605.8 providing for the creation of statewide benefit charter schools to operate at multiple sites throughout the state. Statewide benefit charter petitions are submitted directly to the SBE, in contrast to individual charter petitions that come to the SBE from time to time because the petitions have been denied (for initial approval or renewal) at the local level. 

In November 2004, the SBE adopted the Title 5 regulations called for in AB 1994 to implement EC Section 47605.8, and the regulations took effect (following approval by the Office of Administrative Law) in June 2005.
In January 2006, the SBE granted High Tech High the first statewide benefit charter in California. In September 2008, High Tech High opened its first two high school campuses in San Marcos and Chula Vista.

At its January 2007 meeting, the SBE granted Aspire Public Schools the second statewide benefit charter in California. Aspire Public Schools opened its first two elementary school campuses in Stockton and Huntington Park. 

	 SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Magnolia Educational and Research Foundation (Foundation) is a nonprofit public benefit corporation established to develop and operate charter schools. The Foundation currently operates six charter schools in southern California that are chartered by local educational agencies, serving a diverse student population consisting of a majority of low-achieving and socio-economically disadvantaged students. 
· Magnolia Science Academy – Reseda (founded in 2002; grades 6-12; Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD)
· Momentum Middle School (Founded in 2005; grades 6-8; San Diego Unified School District)
· Magnolia Science Academy – Valley (Founded in 2007; grades 6-8; LAUSD)
· Magnolia Science Academy – Gardena (Founded in 2008; grades 6-7; LAUSD)

· Magnolia Science Academy – Venice (Founded in 2008; grades 6-7; LAUSD)

· Magnolia Science Academy – Hollywood (Founded in 2008; grades 6-7; LAUSD)

	 SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Foundation schools that have been open for more than one year have established a reasonably strong record of academic success. Magnolia Science Academy – Reseda demonstrated an Academic Performance Index (API) score of 781; a 2007 similar schools ranking of 10; and a 2007 statewide rank of 7. Magnolia Science Academy – Reseda has increased its API score by a total of 147 points over the past six years, and has seen a 100 percent high school graduation rate for all years with a drop-out rate of zero percent. Momentum Middle School demonstrated an 803 API score (a seven point drop from 2007); a 2007 similar schools ranking of 10; and a 2007 statewide rank of 8.
PacTech submitted its statewide benefit petition in October 2008. The ACCS reviewed the PacTech petition on December 1, 2008. The CDE staff review of the petition found it reasonably comprehensive and an exemplary candidate for approval as a statewide benefit charter school. The CDE staff review is included as Attachment 2.

The Foundation seeks to operate PacTech, a statewide benefit charter school serving students in grades six through twelve. The first two charter school sites would be opened in the Santa Ana Unified School District, and the San Juan Unified School District. Each PacTech school site will open with 250 students (150 in sixth grade, and 100 in seventh grade), and will eventually have 140 to 160 students at each grade level in grades six through eight, and 100 to 120 students at each grade level in grades nine to twelve. At full capacity, each site will have approximately 450 middle school students, and 430 high school students.
The CDE conducted a thorough review and analysis of the petition and recommends that the SBE find that the instructional services proposed by the PacTech would provide a statewide benefit that cannot be achieved by a charter school operating in only one school district or in one county. 

In particular, CDE recommends that the following elements of the PacTech petition be considered as evidence that PacTech will provide instructional services of a statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district, or only in one county.
· Element One: Provide for the rapid and uniform implementation of the Foundation’s internationally acclaimed mathematics, science, and engineering curriculum for students in the most underserved areas of the state. The Foundation’s teacher training program affords PacTech with a cadre of teachers uniquely prepared in mathematics and science instruction prior to employment that will offer PacTech students throughout the state a consistent and robust education program as described in the PacTech charter. 
· Element Two: Address California’s critical shortage in the mathematics, science, and engineering workforce by equipping underrepresented students for admission into four-year universities, and, as graduates, serve as role models for future generations of students in their home communities.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· Element Three: Establish PacTech statewide benefit schools in targeted areas throughout California with high percentages of underrepresented students and emerging immigrant population groups, exemplified by PacTech’s first two proposed sites in the San Juan Unified School District and the Santa Ana Unified School District.
· Element Four: Ensure the consistent replication of PacTech’s proven education model in the context of a statewide benefit charter.
The ACCS considered the PacTech petition, the record that Foundation schools have compiled, as well as the Foundation’s impressive educational program. By unanimous vote of the members present, the ACCS recommended that the SBE approve the PacTech statewide benefit petition subject to the conditions prior to the opening and operation of school sites as indicated in Attachment 1, noting that substantial evidence had been presented to support a finding that the proposed school will provide instructional services of statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district, or only in one county, and noting that no opposition to the petition had been expressed to the petition either orally or in writing. The ACCS also recommended incorporation of the minor changes proposed by CDE staff, which PacTech has agreed to modify the petition accordingly.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of a statewide benefit charter per se has little (if any) effect on the total amount of state local assistance funding to public schools. To the extent students attend schools operated under the proposed statewide benefit charter, the funding to support those schools is merely redirected from other public schools. State costs overall are essentially the same.

There are currently two full-time equivalent CDE staff positions assigned to oversee the SBE-approved charter schools, including the eight charter schools operating under SBE oversight through the appeals process, two statewide benefit charter schools, and nine all-charter districts (which are jointly approved by the SBE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction), as well as to provide some essential business functions that support these schools and districts. The addition of another statewide benefit charter school would increase workload, but the CDE would be entitled to recover the actual costs of oversight up to one percent of the general purpose and categorical block grant revenues generated by the school.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Pacific Technology School Statewide Benefit Charter: Proposed Conditions Prior to Opening and Operation (4 Pages)
Attachment 2: Statewide Benefit Charter School Petition Review Form 2008-09 (45 Pages)
	ATTACHMENT(S) (Cont.)


Attachment 3: Pacific Technology School Statewide Benefit Charter School Petition (470 Pages). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)
Attachment 4: State Charter Finding and Evidence in Support of Finding For Pacific Technology Charter School (2 pages)

Pacific Technology School Statewide Benefit Charter:
Proposed Conditions Prior to Opening and Operation
California Department of Education (CDE) staff and the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) recommend approval of the Pacific Technology School (PacTech) statewide benefit charter petition with the following conditions prior to the opening and operation of school sites. These conditions are to be incorporated in a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between PacTech and the CDE. Specifically, the proposed conditions are:

1. The CDE be provided information by the statewide benefit charter school sufficient to update the SBE periodically (and prior to the opening of any schools under the charter) on the organization’s progress in implementing the charter and the MOU. It is the intent of the CDE, unless circumstances otherwise dictate, to include this information in the standing item for updates on SBE-chartered schools.

2. As a condition for the opening of additional school sites, each of the first two school sites opened under the statewide benefit petition shall demonstrate student academic achievement on the Academic Performance Index (API) of either:

· A statewide API ranking of 7 or better and a similar schools ranking of 6 or better; or 

· A statewide API ranking of 6 or better and a similar schools ranking of 7 or better.

3. The statewide benefit charter school shall present a specific plan for the opening of the first two school sites in the districts specified in the petition, i.e., the San Juan Unified School District and the Santa Ana Unified School District. The plan shall be considered to be part of the statewide benefit charter, and any material revision of it shall require the SBE’s approval. The plan shall have the following elements:

· The first two sites shall be located in areas of the districts where neighboring public schools serving the same grade levels are in Program Improvement.

· After the first two sites have operated for two years, and provided the first two sites achieve at least the API rankings specified above, no more than two sites may be opened each year. Each additional site shall be located in areas where neighboring public schools serving the same grade levels are in Program Improvement and shall be opened only with prior approval of the CDE, which shall notify the SBE of the location of the additional site(s). In addition, each existing school site operated under the statewide benefit petition must meet or exceed its API growth targets both schoolwide and for all subgroups and maintain: 

· A statewide API ranking of 7 or better and a similar schools ranking of 6 or better; or 

· A statewide API ranking of 6 or better and a similar schools ranking of 7 or better.

· Each site shall initially open between July 1 and September 30.

· The specific location of each site (within the districts indicated in the charter) shall be identified to the CDE in the January immediately preceding its opening.

4. Through legal review, the CDE and SBE staff shall ensure that the first two school sites to be opened under the statewide benefit charter are not currently authorized by a school district or county office of education.

5. All CDE final findings and recommendations must be addressed in the specified time lines and to the satisfaction of the CDE and SBE before the statewide benefit charter school is authorized by the CDE to open any individual school site under the charter.

6. Prior to the opening of any school sites, a memorandum of understanding (MOU) shall be developed between the statewide benefit charter school and the CDE that covers essential elements of the school sites’ operation that are pertinent to effective state oversight and that are not incorporated in the charter itself. 

7. In the annual report the statewide benefit charter school submits to the SBE, the statewide benefit charter school will provide detailed information regarding student achievement at each school site, with particular emphasis on core subjects, as may be specified by the CDE and SBE staff.

8. The SBE may assign an SBE member or designee to the statewide benefit charter school’s governing board.

9. The MOU between the statewide benefit charter school and the CDE shall address at a minimum:

· Insurance Coverage. Not later than [DATE TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)] (or such earlier time as statewide benefit charter school may employ individuals or acquire or lease property or facilities for which insurance would be customary), submit documentation of adequate insurance coverage, including liability insurance, which shall be based on the type and amount of insurance coverage maintained in similar settings.

· Oversight Agreement. Not later than TBD, either (a) accept an agreement with the SBE, administered through the CDE, to be the direct oversight entity for the statewide benefit charter school, specifying the scope of oversight and reporting activities, including, but not limited to, adequacy and safety of facilities; or (b) enter into an appropriate agreement between the statewide benefit charter school, the SBE (as represented by the Executive Director of the SBE), and an oversight entity, pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 47605(k)(1), regarding the scope of oversight and reporting activities, including, but not limited to, adequacy and safety of facilities.

· SELPA Membership. Not later than TBD, submit written verification of having applied to a special education local plan area (SELPA) for membership as a local educational agency and, not later than TBD, submit either written verification that the statewide benefit charter school is (or will be at the time students are being served) participating in the SELPA, or an agreement between a SELPA, a school district that is a member of the SELPA, and the school that describes the roles and responsibilities of each party and that explicitly states that the SELPA and the district consider the school’s students to be students of the school district in which the school is physically located for purposes of special education programs and services (which is the equivalent of participation in the SELPA). Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of CDE staff based on a review of either the school’s written plan for membership in the SELPA, including any proposed contracts with service providers or the agreement between a SELPA, a school district, and the school, including any proposed contracts with service providers.

· Educational Program. Not later than TBD, submit a description of the curriculum development process the statewide benefit charter school will use and the scope and sequence for the grades envisioned by the school; and, not later than TBD, submit the complete educational program for students to be served in the first year including, but not limited to, a description of the curriculum and identification of the basic instructional materials to be used, plans for professional development of instructional personnel to deliver the curriculum and use the instructional materials, identification of specific assessments that will be used in addition to the results of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program in evaluating student progress. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of CDE staff.

· Student Attendance Accounting. Not later than TBD, submit for approval the specific means to be used for student attendance accounting and reporting that will be satisfactory to support state average daily attendance claims and satisfy any audits related to attendance that may be conducted. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Fiscal Services Division.

· Facilities Agreements. Not later than TBD, present written agreements (e.g., a lease or similar document) indicating the statewide benefit charter school’s right to use the principal school sites and any ancillary facilities identified by the petitioners for at least the first year of each school’s operation and evidence that the facilities will be adequate for the school’s needs. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Facilities Planning Division.

· Zoning and Occupancy. Not less than 30 days prior to the school’s opening, present evidence that each school site facility is located in an area properly zoned for operation of a school and has been cleared for student occupancy by all appropriate local authorities. For good cause, the Executive Director of the SBE may reduce this requirement to fewer than 30 days, but may not reduce the requirement to fewer than 10 days. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Facilities Planning Division.

· Final Charter. Not later than TBD, present a final charter that includes all provisions and/or modifications of provisions that reflect appropriately the SBE as the chartering authority and otherwise address all concerns identified by CDE and/or SBE staff, and that includes a specification that the school will not operate satellite schools, campuses, sites, resource centers or meeting spaces not identified in the charter without the prior written approval of the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Charter Schools Division staff. Satisfaction of this condition is determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the Charter Schools Division.
· Processing of Employment Contributions. Prior to the employment of any individuals by the statewide benefit charter school, present evidence that the school has made appropriate arrangements for the processing of the employees’ retirement contributions to the Public Employees’ Retirement System (PERS) and the State Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS).
· Operational Date. If any deadline specified in these conditions is not met, approval of the statewide benefit charter is terminated, unless the SBE deletes or extends the deadline not met. If the school is not in operation within one year of the charter petition’s approval by the SBE, approval of the charter is terminated.
	This form is specialized tool to evaluate a statewide benefit charter school petition. It is designed to ensure that the charter petition meets the requirements of statute and regulation. 
	Evaluator

Michelle Ruskofsky


	OVERALL CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (CDE) EVALUATION


	1. Through legal review, the CDE and SBE staff shall ensure that the first two PacTech schools to be opened under the statewide benefit charter are not currently authorized by a school district or county office of education.

2. All CDE final findings and recommendations must be addressed in the specified time lines and to the satisfaction of the CDE and SBE before PacTech is authorized by the CDE to open any individual school under the statewide benefit charter.

3. Prior to the opening of any schools, a memorandum of understanding (MOU) shall be developed between PacTech and the CDE that covers essential elements of the schools’ operation that are pertinent to effective state oversight and that are not incorporated in the charter itself. 

4. In the annual report PacTech submits to the SBE on the statewide benefit charter, PacTech will provide detailed information regarding student achievement at each school site, with particular emphasis on core subjects, as may be specified by the CDE and SBE staff.

5. The SBE may assign a SBE member or designee to the PacTech governing board.

6. The MOU between PacTech and the CDE shall address at a minimum:
· Insurance Coverage. Not later than [DATE TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)] (or such earlier time as school may employ individuals or acquire or lease property or facilities for which insurance would be customary), submit documentation of adequate insurance coverage, including liability insurance, which shall be based on the type and amount of insurance coverage maintained in similar settings.

· Oversight Agreement. Not later than TBD, either (a) accept an agreement with the SBE, administered through the CDE, to be the direct oversight entity for the school, specifying the scope of oversight and reporting activities, including, but not limited to, adequacy and safety of facilities; or (b) enter into an appropriate agreement between the charter school, the SBE (as represented by the Executive Director of the SBE), and an oversight entity, pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 47605(k)(1), regarding the scope of oversight and reporting activities, including, but not limited to, adequacy and safety of facilities.

· SELPA Membership. Not later than TBD, submit written verification of having applied to a special education local plan area (SELPA) for membership as a local educational agency and, not later than TBD, submit either written verification that the school is (or will be at the time students are being served) participating in the SELPA, or an agreement between a SELPA, a school district that is a member of the SELPA, and the school that describes the roles and responsibilities of each party and that explicitly states that the SELPA and the district consider the school’s students to be students of the school district in which the school is physically located for purposes of special education programs and services (which is the equivalent of participation in the SELPA). Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of CDE staff based on a review of either the school’s written plan for membership in the SELPA, including any proposed contracts with service providers or the agreement between a SELPA, a school district, and the school, including any proposed contracts with service providers.

· Educational Program. Not later than TBD, submit a description of the curriculum development process the school will use and the scope and sequence for the grades envisioned by the school; and, not later than TBD, submit the complete educational program for students to be served in the first year including, but not limited to, a description of the curriculum and identification of the basic instructional materials to be used, plans for professional development of instructional personnel to deliver the curriculum and use the instructional materials, identification of specific assessments that will be used in addition to the results of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program in evaluating student progress. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of CDE staff.

· Student Attendance Accounting. Not later than TBD, submit for approval the specific means to be used for student attendance accounting and reporting that will be satisfactory to support state average daily attendance claims and satisfy any audits related to attendance that may be conducted. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Fiscal Services Division.

· Facilities Agreements. Not later than TBD, present written agreements (e.g., a lease or similar document) indicating the school’s right to use the principal school sites and any ancillary facilities identified by the petitioners for at least the first year of each school’s operation and evidence that the facilities will be adequate for the school’s needs. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Facilities Planning Division.

· Zoning and Occupancy. Not less than 30 days prior to the school’s opening, present evidence that each school’s facility is located in an area properly zoned for operation of a school and has been cleared for student occupancy by all appropriate local authorities. For good cause, the Executive Director of the SBE may reduce this requirement to fewer than 30 days, but may not reduce the requirement to fewer than 10 days. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Facilities Planning Division.

· Final Charter. Not later than TBD, present a final charter that includes all provisions and/or modifications of provisions that reflect appropriately the SBE as the chartering authority and otherwise address all concerns identified by CDE and/or SBE staff, and that includes a specification that the school will not operate satellite schools, campuses, sites, resource centers or meeting spaces not identified in the charter without the prior written approval of the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Charter Schools Division staff.

· Processing of Employment Contributions. Prior to the employment of any individuals by the school, present evidence that the school has made appropriate arrangements for the processing of the employees’ retirement contributions to the Public Employees’ Retirement System (PERS) and the State Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS).

· Operational Date. If any deadline specified in these conditions is not met, approval of the charter is terminated, unless the SBE deletes or extends the deadline not met. If the school is not in operation within one year of the charter petition’s approval by the SBE, approval of the charter is terminated.


SPECIFIC CRITERIA RELATED TO STATEWIDE BENEFIT CHARTER PETITIONS

	COMPLIANCE WITH ALL STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(1) 

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…comply with all statutory requirements otherwise applicable to charter schools, except those relating to geographic and site limitations.

	Does the petition comply with all statutory requirements?
	Yes

	Comments:

Some specific provisions may need additional documentation to ensure compliance. If the petition ultimately approved by the SBE, petitioners will be required to work with CDE staff regarding conditions prior to opening and the MOU, as discussed above. 


	INDEPENDENT STUDY
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(2)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…comply with all requirements of law relative to the provision of independent study (if applicable). A charter that does not expressly provide for independent study shall not be interpreted as allowing independent study beyond that which is incidental and required to address the temporary needs of particular students.

	Does the petition comply with independent study requirements?
	N/A

	Comments:

Petitioners do not propose to use independent study which is more than incidental and required to address the temporary needs of particular students.


	ANNUAL AUDIT
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(3)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…describe how an annual independent audit…will be conducted in keeping with applicable statute and regulation and indicate how the individual school sites will be appropriately included in the audit process.

	Does the petition satisfy this requirement?
	Yes

	Comments:

The PacTech petition provides for an annual independent audit according to statutory and regulatory requirements, and indicates that each site will be separately audited (pages 57, 84). 


	INITIAL COMMENCEMENT OF INSTRUCTION
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(4)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…incorporate a plan for initial commencement of instruction in at least two schools…in at least two different school districts or two different counties. 

	Does the petition incorporate the required plan for initial commencement of instruction in at least two schools?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition identifies the first two sites as located in the Santa Ana Unified School District (Orange County) and the San Juan Unified School District (Sacramento County), both of which shall serve students in grades six through twelve (page 11).


	INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES OF A STATEWIDE BENEFIT
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(4)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(b)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall describe how the instructional services will provide a statewide benefit…that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district, or only in one county. Existing charter schools previously approved by a charter authorizer may not be included in a petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school. 

The SBE may not approve a petition for the operation of a statewide benefit charter school unless the SBE finds that the proposed statewide benefit charter school will provide instructional services of statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district, or only one county. Instructional services of a statewide benefit include, but are not limited to:

(1) Unique factors and circumstances related to the statewide benefit charter school’s educational program that can only be accomplished as a statewide benefit charter and not as a single district- or single county-authorized charter, including specific benefits to the following:

(A) The pupils who would attend the statewide benefit charter school.

(B) The communities (including the school districts and the counties) in which the individual schools would be located.

(C) The state, to the extent applicable.

(D) The statewide benefit charter school itself.

(2) Neither an administrative benefit to a charter operator, nor a desire by a charter operator to provide services in more than one district and county, shall be considered sufficient in and of itself to constitute a statewide benefit.

	Does the petition present instructional services of a statewide benefit?
	Yes

	Comments:
The Foundation asserts that this statewide benefit charter presents a unique educational program that will provide instructional services of a statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district or county. The statewide charter will assure consistency in programming that is necessary to ensure the following accomplishments are met for the benefit of the state, the PacTech local community, and students attending PacTech (pages 12-14):

· Help meet California’s need for a science and engineering (“S&E”) workforce. The Foundation, at its planned capacity, will graduate 1000 students from its statewide benefit charter schools annually, who will be equipped and inspired to complete a four-year college science and engineering major. Students will complete an internationally acclaimed technology curriculum, receive certificates, and will qualify for S&E jobs upon graduation.

· Address the state’s shortage of math and science teachers by recruiting international teachers. PacTech will aid in implementing one of the recommendations of the California Council on Science and Technology (CCST) to the governor, released in a report entitled “Shaping the Future: California’s Response to ‘Rising Above the Gathering Storm’”, by recruiting and retaining teachers throughout the world. The Foundation has already recruited over 40 international math, science, and computer teachers, and has interviewed over 100 more. These teachers will be trained in collaboration with colleagues in their home countries, and the Foundation expects them to be ready for hire within two years. 

· Provide a research-based replicable education model and support implementation. Through the Accord Institute program, the Foundation designs, implements, and refines its successful education model using scientific and research tools, both for the Foundation’s own schools and for other schools seeking implementation tools and professional training opportunities.

· Raise interest in math and science throughout the state. PacTech, in collaboration with the Accord Institute, will organize national and international science fairs and computer programming competitions for elementary and middle school students.

· Collaborate with universities and businesses. The Foundation has formed an extensive network of collaborations with faculty members at CalTech, University of California Los Angeles, California State University Northridge, Pepperdine University, Santa Monica College, and San Diego State University, and has begun the process of forming collaborations with faculty members from Stanford University, University of California Berkeley, San Francisco State University, and University of California Davis to aid in the Foundation’s statewide efforts. These partnerships offer services such as elective courses in arts and drama for high school students, engineering courses for middle school students, dual enrollment, the provision of college counselors for high school students, and teacher professional development. The Foundation has also formed partnerships with high tech companies in Los Angeles, which sponsor and provide mentors for Magnolia’s robotics clubs.

· Provide a comprehensive, all-around education for minority and socio-economically disadvantaged populations. The Foundation serves this student population especially well via a multi-faceted and comprehensive education program; after-school support and tutoring; frequent adjustments through results-driven instruction; effective character education and college counseling sessions; and home visits. Technology-integrated curriculum will aid these students in building self-confidence and college-readiness. The PacTech schools will address another recommendation contained in the CCST report mentioned above, to “increase the number of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) graduates at all levels, especially among Hispanics who represent the fastest growing and soon to be largest segment of California’s population.”

The petition presents evidence of both success in reaching these objectives and the organizational strength to replicate its success in the context of a statewide benefit charter. CDE staff view the PacTech petition as meeting the high threshold of uniqueness contemplated in statute and regulation, particularly related to the charter’s potential to grow the science and engineering workforce for the benefit of the California economy, inspire students statewide to continue in the science, mathematics, and technology fields, and address the state’s teacher shortage by recruiting and training highly-qualified math and science teachers.


	SCHOOLS ESSENTIALLY SIMILAR
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(5)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…include an assurance that the instructional services for similar student populations described in the charter will be essentially similar at each school and, thus, that each pupil’s educational experience will be reasonably the same… 

	Does the petition provide assurance that the schools will be essentially similar?
	Yes

	Comments:

The charter includes an explicit assurance to this effect in the petition narrative (pages 11-12), and the assurances page (page 17).


	SELPA PARTICIPATION
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(6)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…describe how the…school will participate as a member of a special education local plan area, and ensure a coordinated structure for the provision of necessary programs and services specific to students with IEPs.

	Does the petition describe SELPA participation and ensure that disabled students are provided programs and services?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition describes a detailed plan for special education (pages 29-32; assurances page 16). The petition indicates that PacTech will comply with all applicable state and federal laws in serving students with disabilities, and in its provision of special education instruction and related services under SELPA policies and procedures. The petition also includes the Foundation’s Section 504 Policy (appendix H, pages 445-454). PacTech will seek membership as a local education agency (LEA) in the El Dorado County SELPA (page 29). PacTech will employ a special education director to oversee its special education programs at affiliate sites.


	DEMONSTRATED SUCCESS OF PETITIONERS
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(7)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…demonstrate success in operating charter schools previously approved in California… Data that shall be considered…include, but are not limited to, a statewide or similar schools ranking of 8 or higher on the API…

	Does the petition provide evidence of demonstrated success?
	Yes

	Comments:

The Foundation currently operates six charter schools as follows: 

· Magnolia Science Academy – Reseda (founded in 2002; grades 6-12; Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD))

· Momentum Middle School (founded in 2005; grades 6-8; San Diego Unified School District)

· Magnolia Science Academy – Valley (founded in 2007; grades 6-8; LAUSD)

· Magnolia Science Academy – Gardena (founded in 2008; grades 6-7; LAUSD)

· Magnolia Science Academy – Venice (founded in 2008; grades 6-7; LAUSD)

· Magnolia Science Academy – Hollywood (founded in 2008; grades 6-7; LAUSD)

The petition includes evidence of the organization’s success in operating charter schools through 2007-08 API data and similar schools rankings for its schools that have been open for more than one year, Magnolia Science Academy – Reseda, and Momentum Middle School (pages 7-10). Magnolia Science Academy – Reseda demonstrated a 781 API score; a 2007 similar schools ranking of 10; and a 2007 statewide rank of 7. Momentum Middle School demonstrated an 803 API score (a seven point drop from 2007); a 2007 similar schools ranking of 10; and a 2007 statewide rank of 8. Student demographic data for all of the Foundation schools is also included in the petition (pages 7-9).

The petition also includes evidence of the organization’s success in operating schools through its own “unique accomplishments” list (pages 9-10). For example, Magnolia Science Academy – Reseda has increased its API score by a total of 147 points over the past six years, its high school graduation rate has been 100% for all years with a drop-out rate of 0%, and the school has been selected for a number of awards and accolades; and Foundation school students have participated in and won a number of science and math fairs and leagues throughout the state.
The Foundation seeks to replicate its success in the PacTech schools through the following steps: (1) centralized, cost-saving executive office support and supervision provided by the Foundation; (2) professional teacher training via a month-long teacher workshop in August, and follow-up training by the Accord Institute; (3) seed Foundation administrators and teachers in new PacTech schools; (4) policy and document transfer to all new PacTech staff; and (5) conducting weekly meetings with Foundation officers and PacTech principals to oversee the entire replication process (page 34).


	COMMUNITY INPUT
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(8)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…describe how local community input for each school included in the plan was solicited (or will be solicited). Satisfaction of this paragraph shall involve the holding of at least one publicly noticed meeting for each school, with a summary of the input received at the meeting(s) being provided.

	Does the petition provide evidence of required community input?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition indicates that community meetings, as envisioned by the statute, will be held in the future if the petition is approved. The meetings will be recorded to ensure that all input received is considered in the creation of the PacTech schools. The Foundation officers have already met with some community and local school board members in the first two proposed locations, who expressed support for the schools locating in their area (page 12). 


	REQUIRED SIGNATURES
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(9)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…contain sufficient signatures either of parents…or of teachers in keeping with EC Section 47605(a)(1) for each school proposed in the first year.

	Does the petition include the required signatures?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition includes sufficient teacher signatures from each PacTech school proposed in the first year of operation, as required by EC Section 47605(a)(1) (appendix I, pages 455-470). 


	LOCAL NOTIFICATIONS PRIOR TO OPENING
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(10)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…include an assurance that the school district and county office of education where each school will be located will be notified at least 120 days period to commencement of instruction.

	Does the petition include assurance that the required local notifications will be made?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition’s assurances page includes an assurance that the required local notifications will be made (page 17).


	ADDRESS ALL CHARTER ELEMENTS
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(11)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…address all charter elements in EC Section 47605 adapted appropriately for application at the statewide level.

	Does the petition meet this requirement?
	Yes

	Comments:

Please see below for an element-by-element analysis.


	SBE-REQUIRED CONDITIONS
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(12)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…contain or address any provisions or conditions specified by the SBE at the time of charter approval.

	Does the petition meet this requirement?
	N/A

	Comments:

This is a future requirement that petitioners will be required to address if the PacTech charter is ultimately approved. The petition expressly states that the PacTech will comply with a MOU with the SBE and CDE to assist the SBE in meeting any and all oversight obligations under the law (page 78).


	OPERATIONS AND STAFFING
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(13)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…contain a plan for operations…that describes the distinction between centralized and individual school level responsibilities and includes a staffing plan to implement the activities at the designated level. The plan shall address…academic program; facilities and school operations; legal and programmatic compliance; financial administration; governance; and decision-making authority.

	Does the petition contain the required operational and staffing plans?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition includes a clear plan that differentiates centralized responsibilities from school site responsibilities in all operational plan areas as required by statute and regulation (pages 80-84). All “back office” and start-up services for PacTech schools will be operated by the Foundation. Pac Tech school principals will be hired by July 2009 to commence day-to-day decision making authority. The Foundation’s Chief Executive Officer, Chief Operation Officer, and Chief Financial Officer have clearly delineated roles and responsibilities in both PacTech school operations and the Foundation. 


	LIST OF SCHOOLS
	EC Section 47605.8

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(14)

	Evaluation Criteria

A petition to establish a statewide benefit charter school…shall…provide a list of each school to be operated…that includes:

· A timeline for commencement of instruction at each school.

· The general location of each school (including the district and county).

· A description of the potential facilities.

· The approximate number of pupils that can safely be accommodated.

	Does the petition provide the required list?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition includes a list of ten schools PacTech plans to operate, and general information about the proposed school locations (page 82). Petitioners indicate their right to “adjust” school name, location, sequence, and timeline for opening, to which CDE staff recommend clarification as to the extent of such adjustments that may be made without the changes constituting a material revision to the PacTech charter.


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SBE-AUTHORIZED CHARTER SCHOOLS, PURSUANT TO EC SECTION 47605,

ADAPTED FOR STATEWIDE BENEFIT CHARTER PETITIONS
	SOUND EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE
	EC Section 47605(b)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(a)

	Evaluation Criteria

For purposes of EC Section 47605(b), a charter petition shall be “consistent with sound educational practice” if, in the SBE’s judgment, it is likely to be of educational benefit to pupils who attend. A charter school need not be designed or intended to meet the educational needs of every student who might possibly seek to enroll in order for the charter to be granted by the SBE.

	Is the charter petition “consistent with sound educational practice”? 
	Yes

	Comments:
Students at the Foundation’s six existing schools have produced an impressive record of academic achievement and unique individual school accomplishments, including those focused on science and mathematics education (pages 9-10). The PacTech schools intend to replicate this success through statewide specialty schools focused on science, technology and mathematics education. CDE staff believe, therefore, that the schools operated under the PacTech statewide benefit charter would definitely “be of educational benefit” to most pupils who attend. 


	UNSOUND EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE
	EC Section 47605(b)(1)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(b)

	Evaluation Criteria

For purposes of EC Section 47605(b)(1), a charter petition shall be “an unsound educational program” if it is either of the following:

(1) A program that involves activities that the SBE determines would present the likelihood of physical, educational, or psychological harm to the affected pupils.

(2) A program that the SBE determines not to be likely to be of educational benefit to the pupils who attend.

	Does the charter petition present “an unsound educational program”? 
	No

	Comments:
There is nothing in the PacTech petition indicating that its educational program meets either of the definitions of an unsound educational program as set forth in regulation. 


	DEMONSTRABLY UNLIKELY TO IMPLEMENT THE PROGRAM
	EC Section 47605(b)(2)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(c)


	Evaluation Criteria

For purposes of EC Section 47605(b)(2), the SBE shall take the following factors into consideration in determining whether charter petitioners are "demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program."

(1) If the petitioners have a past history of involvement in charter schools or other education agencies (public or private), the history is one that the SBE regards as unsuccessful, e.g., the petitioners have been associated with a charter school of which the charter has been revoked or a private school that has ceased operation for reasons within the petitioners’ control.
(2) The petitioners are unfamiliar in the SBE’s judgment with the content of the petition or the requirements of law that would apply to the proposed charter school.
(3) The petitioners have presented an unrealistic financial and operational plan for the proposed charter school (as specified).
(4) The petitioners personally lack the necessary background in the following areas critical to the charter school’s success, and the petitioners do not have plan to secure the services of individuals who have the necessary background in curriculum, instruction, assessment, and finance and business management.

	Are the petitioners "demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program"?
	No

	Comments: 

The PacTech petitioners appear to have a good grasp of the requirements of the law and have a solid background in the educational, financial, organizational, and legal aspects of operating charter schools. Petitioners have demonstrated success in operating charter schools previously approved in California as evidenced by annual financial audits for each of the Foundation schools with no audit findings or exceptions, and capably meeting the educational needs of English learners, students from socio-economically disadvantaged communities, and low-achieving students (pages 15, 57).


	REQUIRED NUMBER OF SIGNATURES
	EC Section 47605(b)(3)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(d)


	Evaluation Criteria

For purposes of EC Section 47605(b)(3), a charter petition that “does not contain the number of signatures required by [law]”…shall be a petition that did not contain the requisite number of signatures at the time of its submission…

	Did the petition contain the required number of signatures at the time of its submission? 
	Yes

	Comments: 

The petition includes sufficient teacher signatures from each PacTech school proposed in the first year of operation, as required by EC Section 47605(a)(1) (appendix I, pages 455-470).


	AFFIRMATION OF SPECIFIED CONDITIONS
	EC Section 47605(b)(4)

EC Section 47605(d)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(e)


	Evaluation Criteria

For purposes of EC Section 47605(b)(4), a charter petition that "does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described in [EC Section 47605(d)]"…shall be a petition that fails to include a clear, unequivocal affirmation of each such condition. Neither the charter nor any of the supporting documents shall include any evidence that the charter will fail to comply with the conditions described in EC Section 47605(d).

(1) …[A] charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of ethnicity, national origin, gender, or disability. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or guardian, within this state, except that any existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school.

(2) (A) A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school.

(B) However, if the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the school's capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Other preferences may be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual school basis and only if consistent with the law.

(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and, in no event, shall take any action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil demand.

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health information. This paragraph applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full—time education pursuant to [EC] Section 48200.

	Does the charter petition contain the required affirmations?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition contains all of the required affirmations set forth in EC Section 47605(d) (pages 16-17). 


THE SIXTEEN CHARTER ELEMENTS

	1. DESCRIPTION OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(A)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(1)


	Evaluation Criteria

The description of the educational program…, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(A), at a minimum:

	(A) Indicates the proposed charter school’s target student population, including, at a minimum, grade levels, approximate numbers of pupils, and specific educational interests, backgrounds, or challenges.
	Yes

	(B) Specifies a clear, concise school mission statement with which all elements and programs of the school are in alignment and which conveys the petitioners' definition of an "educated person” in the 21st century, belief of how learning best occurs, and goals consistent with enabling pupils to become or remain self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners. 
	Yes

	(C) Includes a framework for instructional design that is aligned with the needs of the pupils that the charter school has identified as its target student population.
	Yes

	(D) Indicates the basic learning environment or environments (e.g., site-based matriculation, independent study, community-based education, technology-based education).
	Yes

	(E) Indicates the instructional approach or approaches the charter school will utilize, including, but not limited to, the curriculum and teaching methods (or a process for developing the curriculum and teaching methods) that will enable the school’s pupils to master the content standards for the four core curriculum areas adopted by the SBE pursuant to EC Section 60605 and to achieve the objectives specified in the charter.
	Yes

	(F) Indicates how the charter school will identify and respond to the needs of pupils who are not achieving at or above expected levels.
	Yes

	(G) Indicates how the charter school will meet the needs of students with disabilities, English learners, students achieving substantially above or below grade level expectations, and other special student populations
	Yes

	(H) Specifies the charter school’s special education plan, including, but not limited to, the means by which the charter school will comply with the provisions of EC Section 47641, the process to be used to identify students who qualify for special education programs and services, how the school will provide or access special education programs and services, the school’s understanding of its responsibilities under law for special education pupils, and how the school intends to meet those responsibilities.
	Yes

	If serving high school students, describes how district/charter school informs parents about:

· transferability of courses to other public high schools; and 

· eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements

(Courses that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) may be considered transferable, and courses meeting the UC/CSU "a-g" admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance requirements.)
	Yes

	Does the petition overall present a reasonably comprehensive description of the educational program?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition presents a strong and comprehensive description of the PacTech educational program, incorporating a sound educational philosophy and mission that seeks to enable students to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners (pages 18-34). PacTech will implement the Accord Institute’s education program, which consists of four major components: (1) results-driven instruction, (2) technology integrated education, (3) a proactive guidance program, and (4) an advanced studies program. 

· Results-Driven Instruction. This program is rigorous and focuses on the needs of low-achieving students through continuous standards-based testing with necessary adjustments to the student’s needs. Low-achieving students are identified through computer-adapted tests from the North West Evaluation Association (NWEA), and Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) that are aligned with individual State Content Standards. Department and grade-level meetings, conducted biweekly if necessary, are emphasized in this program to adjust curriculum and implement new strategies. Other features include early intervention services for socio-economically disadvantaged students and low-achieving students, identified in the first weeks of the academic year, as well as an after-school tutoring program.

· Technology Integrated Education. This program is the Foundation’s distinguishing program, which integrates math, science, social science, and language arts classes with technology education in a comprehensive manner, building lifelong technology skills for students. This program is based on the National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETSS) and International Computer Driving License (ICDL) curriculum. A complete description of this program, including its goals, development, implementation process, and curriculum is included in appendix D of the petition (pages 338-367).

· Proactive Guidance Program. This program focuses on preparing students for success by motivating them, providing role models, and building self-confidence. This program is well-detailed and aligned with the American School Counselors Association’s National Model for School Counseling Programs. It is grounded on strategies of high expectations, character education through Accord’s “Get Ready For Life” classes, ongoing and comprehensive college preparation and counseling services, regular home visits by PacTech teachers, field trips, and motivational guest speakers.

· Advanced Studies Program. This program provides students with means to “reach their full potential” through numerous academic clubs; a full range of Advanced Placement (AP) courses; and PacTech’s Math, Science Olympiad Program (MSOP), which will prepare students for international competitions in math, informatics, physics, chemistry, and biology. The MSOP is described in full in appendix E of the petition (pages 368-405).

Curriculum, Courses and Instructional Materials. The PacTech petition includes a brief narrative explaining the PacTech curriculum, accompanied by an extensive description of the PacTech middle and high school curriculum, complete with course descriptions, and an impressive walk-through of course objectives as aligned with specific content standards (pages 27-28; appendix C, pages 188-337). 

Targeted Student Population. PacTech’s proposed Santa Ana (Orange County) and San Juan (Sacramento County) sites have similar demographics to existing Foundation schools. Santa Ana’s demographics are 92.3 percent Hispanic; 3.3 percent White; 2.7 percent Asian; 1.0 percent Other; 0.7 percent African American; 80.4 percent free and reduced meals; and 55.9 percent English learners. San Juan’s demographics are 57.2 percent Hispanic; 35.8 percent White; 6.2 percent Other; 1.2 percent Asian; 0.5 percent African American; 35.6 percent free and reduced meals; and 9.4 percent English learners.

Special Education. The petition has a detailed write-up regarding special education, including its intent to join the El Dorado County SELPA as an LEA, the Foundation’s Section 504 policy, and affirms all obligations under state and federal law (pages 29-32; appendix H, pages 445-454). 

English Learners. The petition includes a comprehensive description of services it will offer to English learners, meeting all federal and state requirements for providing equal educational opportunities. Students will be evaluated through MAP testing to determine their level of proficiency, as well as with the California English Language Development Test (CELDT). CELDT testing will continue annually, along with other assessments from California Standards Tests (CST), MAP tests, teacher observation, and parent input. PacTech will provide additional services for students in academic and linguistic support such as qualified bilingual instructors, tutors, frequent writing assignments, cooperative learning activities, club activity projects, after-school programs, part-time specialists, and trained volunteers. All PacTech teachers will be trained in Specifically Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) techniques, and will utilize Scholastic Inc.’s Read 180 program (page 32-33). Students who have been re-designated as English proficient will be monitored for at least two years following their re-designation (page 41).


	2. MEASURABLE PUPIL OUTCOMES
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(B)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(2)


	Evaluation Criteria

Measurable pupil outcomes, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(B), at a minimum:

	(A) Specify skills, knowledge, and attitudes that reflect the school’s educational objectives and can be assessed, at a minimum, by objective means that are frequent and sufficiently detailed enough to determine whether pupils are making satisfactory progress. It is intended that the frequency of objective means of measuring pupil outcomes vary according to such factors as grade level, subject matter, the outcome of previous objective measurements, and information that may be collected from anecdotal sources. To be sufficiently detailed, objective means of measuring pupil outcomes must be capable of being used readily to evaluate the effectiveness of and to modify instruction for individual students and for groups of students.
	Yes

	(B) Include the school’s Academic Performance Index growth target, if applicable.
	N/A

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of measurable pupil outcomes?
	Yes

	Comments:

The PacTech petition commits to a number of meaningful, measurable student outcomes, including:

· A similar schools ranking of 8 or above for each site.

· 100 graduates from each site annually.

· 100% graduation rate with a 0% drop-out rate.

· 100% California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) passage rate.

· 100% college enrollment with at least 60% going to four-year colleges.

· Meet or exceed the academic performance index growth target annually.

· Meet adequate yearly progress (AYP) as defined under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). 

The Foundation’s board will hold the school principal, staff, and teachers accountable for meeting the school’s outcome goals (pages 35-39). Outcomes will be met through PacTech’s endeavor for continuous school-wide improvement, excellent student conduct and attendance, and extensive parental involvement (page 37). The petition includes an impressive table listing factors that influence academic achievement and growth, comparing nine curricular foci with separate measurable outcomes and assessment tools for each category (pages 37-39).


	3. METHOD FOR MEASURING PUPIL PROGRESS
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(C)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(3)


	Evaluation Criteria

The method for measuring pupil progress, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(C), at a minimum:

	(A) Utilizes a variety of assessment tools that are appropriate to the skills, knowledge, or attitudes being assessed, including, at minimum, tools that employ objective means of assessment consistent with the measurable pupil outcomes.
	Yes

	(B) Includes the annual assessment results from the Statewide Testing and Reporting (STAR) program.
	Yes

	(C) Outlines a plan for collecting, analyzing, and reporting data on pupil achievement to school staff and to pupils’ parents and guardians, and for utilizing the data continuously to monitor and improve the charter school’s educational program.
	Yes

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of the method for measuring pupil progress?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition presents a solid description of its processes for measuring pupil progress (pages 40-41). PacTech will use multiple measures to assess student and school-wide progress towards meeting its outcome goals. Assessments will be aligned to the school’s mission, exit outcomes, and curriculum. Assessment results will be used to facilitate continuous improvement of the PacTech education programs. The petition commits to meeting all statewide standards, and conduct all pupil assessments required by the state.

PacTech will utilize Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) tests, including CST produced for public schools and California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition (CAT/6) in reading, language, and mathematics, CELDT, and CAHSEE exams. MAP testing will also be used to measure student progress at least three times a year. The petition also notes that other standards-aligned assessment tools will be implemented, such as teacher-designed tests, publisher-designed tests, student portfolios, and presentations (page 40).

PacTech’s “academic committee,” formed by the dean of academics and subject teachers, will collect, analyze, and review the results of school-wide assessments and recommend modifications, if needed, to the school’s curriculum and other programs at the end of each semester. Parents will monitor their student’s progress with quarterly report cards. Teachers will use standards-aligned formative assessments to continually monitor student progress and make curricular adjustments if needed. English learners will be continuously monitored using the CELDT, CST scores, teacher evaluations, and parent input.

Finally, PacTech will use MagnoXP, the Foundation’s homemade internal school information system. In addition to being an online communication tool for teachers, students, and parents, MagnoXP enables PacTech and Foundation administrators to create and print more than 70 pre-designed reports including California state average daily attendance and CSIS reports, and other administrator-designed reports. The system will be used by the Foundation’s central office staff to supervise schools across the state, create snapshot reports, and perform longitudinal studies (page 41).


	4. GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(D)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(4)


	Evaluation Criteria

The governance structure of the school, including, but not limited to, the process…to ensure parental involvement…, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(D), at a minimum:

	(A) Includes evidence of the charter school’s incorporation as a non-profit public benefit corporation, if applicable.
	Yes

	(B) Includes evidence that the organizational and technical designs of the governance structure reflect a seriousness of purpose necessary to ensure that::

1. The charter school will become and remain a viable enterprise.

2. There will be active and effective representation of interested parties, including, but not limited to parents (guardians).

3. The educational program will be successful.
	Yes

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of the school’s governance structure?
	Yes

	Comments:

PacTech will be a direct-funded charter school and will be operated by the Foundation, a California nonprofit public benefit corporation, pursuant to California law (page 42). The petition includes the Foundation’s articles of incorporation and corporate bylaws, which commit the charter to comply with the Brown Act and Government Code Section 1090 (appendix B, pages 163-182). The Foundation is ultimately responsible for PacTech’s operation and governance. The board-appointed Magnolia Foundation Executive Office (MFEO) is responsible for the execution of daily management duties on behalf of the board. The biographies of the Foundation’s board of directors, executive office, and curriculum designers is included in appendix F of the petition (pages 406-414). PacTech’s organizational chart is included on page 45 of the petition. The petition includes a description of detailed processes to ensure public participation, even extending invitations to participate in board meetings via video- or phone-conferencing (page 42).

The MFEO’s mission is to establish the Foundation’s educational mission in all PacTech schools at a lower expense, therefore reducing program and operational burdens of the school administration. The MFEO’s specific responsibilities are enumerated in detail in the petition (page 43). 

Site Advisory Boards (SAB) will be established at each PacTech school to advise the board, consisting of the school principal, and one representative each among teachers, parents, students and community representatives. The school principal will serve as the liaison between the SAB and the board (page 43). The school principal’s governance responsibilities are also enumerated in the petition (page 44).

In addition to SAB membership, parental involvement in school governance includes home visits, volunteer opportunities, annual surveys, and social connections (pages 44-45).


	5. EMPLOYEE QUALIFICATIONS
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(E)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(5)


	Evaluation Criteria

The qualifications [of the school’s employees], as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(E), at a minimum:

	(A) Identify general qualifications for the various categories of employees the school anticipates (e.g., administrative, instructional, instructional support, non-instructional support). The qualifications shall be sufficient to ensure the health, and safety of the school’s faculty, staff, and pupils.
	Generally

	(B) Identify those positions that the charter school regards as key in each category and specify the additional qualifications expected of individuals assigned to those positions.
	Yes

	(C) Specify that all requirements for employment set forth in applicable provisions of law will be met, including, but not limited to credentials as necessary.
	Yes

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of employee qualifications?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition includes a reasonably comprehensive description of employee qualifications as envisioned by statute (pages 46-49). Petitioners do not identify general qualifications for classified staff; however, background checks and other health and safety requirements are provided for in the petition. The petition commits to all state and NCLB requirements for employment and credentialing of teachers and teaching assistants.

Key personnel positions are identified in the position, with a description of skills and qualifications expected from the school principal, assistant principals, teachers, and the special education teacher. The Foundation will hire the school principals, and the principal at each site will be charged with hiring school personnel (page 46-48).

The petition also includes an extensive section on PacTech’s professional development program, which includes a summer program at the Accord Institute, biweekly staff meetings, formal quarterly professional development sessions, and in-service trainings at the close of the school year (pages 48-49).


	6. HEALTH AND SAFETY PROCEDURES
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(F)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(6)


	Evaluation Criteria

The procedures…to ensure the health and safety of pupils and staff, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(F), at a minimum:

	(A) Require that each employee of the school furnish the school with a criminal record summary as described in EC Section 44237.
	Yes

	(B) Include the examination of faculty and staff for tuberculosis as described in EC Section 49406.
	Yes

	(C) Require immunization of pupils as a condition of school attendance to the same extent as would apply if the pupils attended a non-charter public school.
	Yes

	(D) Provide for the screening of pupils’ vision and hearing and the screening of pupils for scoliosis to the same extent as would be required if the pupils attended a non-charter public school.
	Yes

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of health and safety procedures?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition meets all of the health and safety procedures requirements outlined in statute and regulation (pages 46, 51, 52). Appendix G contains the Foundation’s complete Safety Plan (pages 415-444).


	7. RACIAL AND ETHNIC BALANCE
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(G)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(7)


	Evaluation Criteria

Recognizing the limitations on admissions to charter schools imposed by EC Section 47605(d), the means by which the school(s) will achieve a racial and ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the general population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district…, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(G), shall be presumed to have been met, absent specific information to the contrary.

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of means for achieving racial and ethnic balance?
	Yes

	Comments:

PacTech will implement a special recruitment process to achieve racial and ethnic balance among its students to reflect the general population residing in the communities surrounding the PacTech school sites. The process involves a wide array of local community outreach activities, bilingual promotional materials, public presentations, and multiple means of advertising. The school will maintain an accurate accounting of the ethnic and racial balance of its students (page 54).


	8. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS, IF APPLICABLE
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(H)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(8)


	Evaluation Criteria

To the extent admission requirements are included in keeping with EC Section 47605(b)(5)(H), the requirements shall be in compliance with the requirements of EC Section 47605(d) and any other applicable provision of law.

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of admission requirements?
	Yes

	Comments:

The PacTech charter affirms that it will be nonsectarian, will not charge tuition, and will not discriminate on the basis of disability, gender, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that is contained in the definition of hate crimes in Section 422.55 of the Penal Code. The petition indicates that a written admissions application is required for each student, and an open application period will be publicly announced each year. The school will hold numerous meetings and application workshops to guide students and parents through the process (page 55).

The petition describes a process for a public random drawing in the event that the number of students who wish to attend the school exceeds capacity. Preference in admission in the lottery will be given in the following order: (1) existing students of PacTech school sites; (2) siblings of existing students, including those drawn in the lottery; (3) children of employees or board members of sites that are affiliates of PacTech, the Foundation, and the Foundation schools; and (4) students transferring from another Foundation school and their siblings. Once school capacity is met, the remaining students’ names will continue to be drawn randomly and be placed on a waiting list (page 56).  


	9. ANNUAL INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL AUDITS
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(I)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(9)


	Evaluation Criteria

The manner in which annual independent financial audits shall be conducted using generally accepted accounting principles, and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the SBE’s satisfaction, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(I), at a minimum:

	(A) Specify who is responsible for contracting and overseeing the independent audit.
	Yes

	(B) Specify that the auditor will have experience in education finance.
	Yes

	(C) Outline the process of providing audit reports to the State Board of Education, California Department of Education, or other agency as the State Board of Education may direct, and specifying the timeline in which audit exceptions will typically be addressed.
	Yes

	(D) Indicate the process that the charter school(s) will follow to address any audit findings and/or resolve any audit exceptions.
	Generally

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of annual independent financial audits?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition meets this requirement by presenting a reasonably comprehensive description of annual independent financial audit procedures. CDE staff note that petitioners’ identified process for addressing audit findings, exceptions, or deficiencies is quite general, but satisfactory.


	10. SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION PROCEDURES
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(J)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(10)


	Evaluation Criteria

The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(J), at a minimum:

	(A) Identify a preliminary list, subject to later revision pursuant to subparagraph (E), of the offenses for which students in the charter school must (where non-discretionary) and may (where discretionary) be suspended and, separately, the offenses for which students in the charter school must (where non-discretionary) or may (where discretionary) be expelled, providing evidence that the petitioners’ reviewed the offenses for which students must or may be suspended or expelled in non-charter public schools.
	Yes

	(B) Identify the procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled.
	Yes

	(C) Identify the procedures by which parents, guardians, and pupils will be informed about reasons for suspension or expulsion and of their due process rights in regard to suspension or expulsion.
	Yes

	(D) Provide evidence that in preparing the lists of offenses specified in subparagraph (A) and the procedures specified in subparagraphs (B) and (C), the petitioners reviewed the lists of offenses and procedures that apply to students attending non-charter public schools, and provide evidence that the charter petitioners believe their proposed lists of offenses and procedures provide adequate safety for students, staff, and visitors to the school and serve the best interests the school’s pupils and their parents (guardians).
	Generally

	(E) If not otherwise covered under subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and (D):

1.   Provide for due process for all pupils and demonstrate an understanding of the rights of pupils with disabilities in regard to suspension and expulsion.

2.   Outline how detailed policies and procedures regarding suspension and expulsion will be developed and periodically reviewed, including, but not limited to, periodic review and (as necessary) modification of the lists of offenses for which students are subject to suspension or expulsion.
	Yes

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of suspension and expulsion procedures?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition includes an extensive list of offenses that may lead to suspension or expulsion; however, CDE staff note that the petition does not separately list violations that must result in expulsion or suspension compared with those that may result in expulsion or suspension, as required by statute (pages 58-62). The balance of the petition’s suspension and expulsion procedures, including assurance of student due process rights and special procedures for students with disabilities, is exemplary.


	11. STRS, PERS, AND SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(K)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(11)


	Evaluation Criteria

The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ Retirement System, or federal social security, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(K), at a minimum, specifies the positions to be covered under each system and the staff who will be responsible for ensuring that appropriate arrangements for that coverage have been made.

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of STRS, PERS, and social security coverage?
	Yes

	Comments:

Petitioners have fully met this requirement, committing to making available STRS coverage for PacTech teachers, and PERS and a Section 403(b) retirement plan option available to other eligible persons working for PacTech (page 70).


	12. PUBLIC SCHOOL ATTENDANCE ALTERNATIVES
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(L)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(12)


	Evaluation Criteria

The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the school district who choose not to attend charter schools, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(L), at a minimum, specify that the parent or guardian of each pupil enrolled in the charter school shall be informed that the pupil has no right to admission in a particular school of any local education agency (or program of any local education agency) as a consequence of enrollment in the charter school, except to the extent that such a right is extended by the local education agency.

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of public school attendance alternatives?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition is clear that PacTech is a school of choice and no student will be required to attend PacTech schools. The petition further commits to informing parents and guardians on admissions forms that the student has no right to admission in a particular school of any local education agency as a consequence of enrollment in PacTech (page 71).


	13. POST-EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS OF EMPLOYEES
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(M)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(13)


	Evaluation Criteria

The description of the rights of any employees of the school district upon leaving the employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(M), at a minimum, specifies that an employee of the charter school shall have the following rights:

	(A) Any rights upon leaving the employment of a local education agency to work in the charter school that the local education agency may specify.
	Yes

	(B) Any rights of return to employment in a local education agency after employment in the charter school as the local education agency may specify.
	Yes

	(C) Any other rights upon leaving employment to work in the charter school and any rights to return to a previous employer after working in the charter school that the SBE determines to be reasonable and not in conflict with any provisions of law that apply to the charter school or to the employer from which the employee comes to the charter school or to which the employee returns from the charter school.
	Yes

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of post-employment rights of employees?
	Yes

	Comments:

Petitioners addresses this requirement on page 72 of the PacTech petition. No employee will be required to work at PacTech schools, and return rights for PacTech employees are not at issue unless they are addressed by the former school district of employment. 


	14. DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCEDURES
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(N)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(14)


	Evaluation Criteria

The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the entity granting the charter to resolve disputes relating to the provisions of the charter, as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(N), at a minimum:

	(A) Include any specific provisions relating to dispute resolution that the SBE determines necessary and appropriate in recognition of the fact that the SBE is not a local education agency. 
	Yes

	(B) Describe how the costs of the dispute resolution process, if needed, would be funded.
	Yes

	(C) Recognize that, because it is not a local education agency, the State Board of Education may choose resolve a dispute directly instead of pursuing the dispute resolution process specified in the charter, provided that if the State Board of Education intends to resolve a dispute directly instead of pursuing the dispute resolution process specified in the charter, it must first hold a public hearing to consider arguments for and against the direct resolution of the dispute instead of pursuing the dispute resolution process specified in the charter.
	Yes

	(D) Recognize that if the substance of a dispute is a matter that could result in the taking of appropriate action, including, but not limited to, revocation of the charter in accordance with EC Section 47604.5, the matter will be addressed at the State Board of Education’s discretion in accordance with that provision of law and any regulations pertaining thereto.
	Yes

	Does the petition present a reasonably comprehensive description of dispute resolution procedures?
	Yes. Technical Amendments Needed.

	Comments:

The petition includes a detailed description of PacTech’s dispute resolution procedures for internal disputes, as well as those that may arise with the SBE as PacTech’s authorizer (pages 73-74).

CDE staff note, however, the petition’s proposal that disputes that develop between the SBE and PacTech will be handled by writing a “dispute statement” and referring the matter to the Superintendent of Public Instruction (for the SBE) and a Foundation representative (for the charter school) (page 73). This would be a new responsibility for the Superintendent, which would require his approval should this provision remain in the PacTech charter, if approved. CDE staff recommends amendment of this section to reflect Charter School Division staff as the appropriate CDE designee for dispute notifications.

CDE staff also note that the petition proposes a 50/50 split of costs for mediation, the next step in the proposed dispute resolution process with the SBE. To our knowledge, the SBE has not agreed to such cost sharing in the past. 

Further, CDE staff recommend amendments to PacTech’s proposed internal dispute process, which appear to restrict the SBE’s right to request information and possibly intervene regarding any issue that comes to the SBE’s attention (page 74). 


	15. EXCLUSIVE PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYER
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(O)

CCR, Title 5, Section 11967.5.1(f)(15)


	Evaluation Criteria

The declaration of whether or not the district shall be deemed the exclusive public school employer of the employees of the charter school for the purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act (Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code), as required by EC Section 47605(b)(5)(O), recognizes that the SBE is not an exclusive public school employer and that, therefore, the charter school must be the exclusive public school employer of the employees of the charter school for the purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act.

	Does the petition include the necessary declaration?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition is clear that PacTech will be the exclusive public school employer of all employees of the charter school for collective bargaining purposes (page 75; assurances page 16).


	16. CLOSURE PROCEDURES
	EC Section 47605(b)(5)(P)

CCR, Title 5, sections 11962 and 11962.1


	Evaluation Criteria

A description of the procedures to be used if the charter school closes, in keeping with EC Section 47605(b)(5)(P) and CCR, Title 5, sections 11962 and 11962.1. At a minimum, the procedures shall provide for: (1) designation of a responsible entity to conduct closure-related activities, (2) notification of the closure to parents and other concerned parties, (3) preparation of a list of pupils for the entity responsible for closure-related activities, (4) transfer and maintenance of all pupil records, (5) transfer and maintenance of personnel records, (6) completion of an independent final audit within six months of closure, (7) disposal of any net assets remaining after all liabilities have been paid or otherwise addressed, (8) completion and final of any annual reports required by law, and (9) a source of funding for closure-related activities.

	Does the petition include a reasonably comprehensive description of closure procedures?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition includes an extensive description of PacTech’s closure procedures, meeting all requirements under EC Section 47605(b)(5)(P) and CCR, Title 5, sections 11962 and 11962.1 (pages 76-77). 


ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS UNDER EC SECTION 47605

	STANDARDS, ASSESSMENTS, AND PARENT CONSULTATION
	EC Section 47605(c)


	Evaluation Criteria

Evidence is provided that:

	(1) The school shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to EC sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in noncharter public schools.
	Yes

	(2) The school shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents and teachers regarding the school’s educational programs.
	Yes

	Does the petition provide evidence addressing the requirements regarding standards, assessments, and parent consultation?
	Yes

	Comments:

PacTech’s commitment to meeting all statewide standards and testing requirements are addressed on the assurances page (page 16), as well as in the discussion of the assessment process (pages 40-41). 

PacTech commits to regular consultation with parents and teachers regarding the school’s education programs on the assurances page (page 16), as well as through the school’s site advisory boards, home visits, annual parent surveys, numerous parent volunteer opportunities, parent-teacher meetings, and other social activities, which are all built into PacTech’s governance structure (pages 44-45). 


	EMPLOYMENT IS VOLUNTARY
	EC Section 47605(e)


	Evaluation Criteria

The governing board…shall not require any employee…to be employed in a charter school.

	Does the petition meet this criterion?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition makes clear that employment at PacTech is voluntary on the part of the employee (page 46).


	PUPIL ATTENDANCE IS VOLUNTARY
	EC Section 47605(f)


	Evaluation Criteria

The governing board…shall not require any pupil…to attend a charter school.

	Does the petition meet this criterion?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition makes clear that student attendance at a PacTech school is voluntary (pages 55, 71; assurances page 16).


	EFFECT ON AUTHORIZER AND FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS
	EC Section 47605(g)


	Evaluation Criteria

…[T]he petitioners [shall] provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential effects of the school, including, but not limited to:.

	· The facilities to be utilized by the school. The description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify where the school intends to locate.
	Yes

	· The manner in which administrative services of the school are to be provided.
	Yes

	· Potential civil liability effects, if any upon the school and the SBE.
	Yes

	The petitioners shall also provide financial statements that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation.

	Does the petition provide the required information and financial projections?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition includes a comprehensive description of required information regarding the effect on the SBE, as well as administrative services, school facilities, and PacTech’s financial projections for its two introductory school sites (pages 78-84; appendix A, pages 85-162). Some technical amendments may be in order, however, as noted below. 

Administrative Services. Petitioners identify the Los Angeles County Office of Education as its preferred location for administrative support and assistance in opening accounts in the county treasury (page 79). The Foundation will conduct all “back office” services such as purchasing and payroll, as well as start-up activities including marketing, student and teacher recruitment, tenant improvements at school sites, and purchasing books, education materials, and equipment. Petitioners note that the Foundation has experience in opening multiple schools at different locations, including remote locations, as it has opened schools in different parts of Los Angeles and San Diego (page 80).

Financial administration will be overseen by the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of the Foundation. School budgets will be prepared by the CFO in cooperation with the school principals. All state-requested and other financial reporting will be handled by the Foundation in cooperation with the school principal, book-keeper, and the school office staff (page 81). 

Financial Statements – Santa Ana and San Juan. CDE staff note that both school site budgets include revenue projections with “Other Sales” in the amounts of $131,250, $210,000, and $288,750 for years one, two, and three, respectively for Santa Ana; and the amounts of $65,625, $105,000, and $144,375 for years one, two, and three, respectively, for San Juan. CDE staff request that the petitioners explain the source of these funds. Projections also show results without the “Other Sales” amounts. When these amounts are excluded from the Santa Ana budget, the school shows negative operational cash flow of <$24,270> in year two. The San Juan budget, without the “Other Sales” amounts appears reasonable and acceptable.

Furthermore, fundraising/sponsorship amounts of $40,000 in year one, $60,000 in year two, and $80,000 in year three appears to be high. CDE staff note that the petitioners have not included back-up funding plans should their fundraising goals not materialize.

Certificated staff at PacTech’s two introductory locations are budgeted at a class size of approximately 25 to 1.

Oversight fees of one percent are budgeted for years one, two, and three. 

Petitioners will need to update the Santa Ana and San Juan budget projections and cash flow amounts concerning funding under the Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) for years one and two, as the PCSGP allocation amounts have recently changed. 

CDE staff are pleased to note that petitioners’ budget for years one, two, and three includes a five percent reserve for cash flow, and a one percent reserve for errors and omissions.

Liability Insurance. Petitioners affirm that the school will maintain all necessary and appropriate insurance coverage, including general liability, workers compensation, and other necessary insurance coverage as required by SBE (pages 17, 52, 84).

Facilities. The petition identifies potential school buildings for each of the two sites that are scheduled to open in PacTech’s inaugural year (pages 83-84). Petitioners have also identified several other buildings for year two and beyond for each school site, and has described its plans for securing other buildings, working with the local community, realtors, and developers to assure the necessary requirements to implement all aspects of the PacTech academic program. The Foundation will draw on its past success and experience in designing, building, financing, and operating school facilities.




	ACADEMICALLY LOW ACHIEVING PUPILS
	EC Section 47605(h)


	Evaluation Criteria

In reviewing petitions, the charter authorizer shall give preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioners as academically low achieving…

	Does the petition merit preference by the SBE under this criterion?
	Yes

	Comments:

PacTech targets especially low-achieving students, English learners, and students from socio-economically disadvantaged families, representative of the demographics of PacTech’s proposed school communities (page 19). 


	TEACHER CREDENTIALING
	EC Section 47605(l)


	Evaluation Criteria

Teachers in charter schools shall be required to hold a CCTC certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher in other public schools would be required to hold…It is the intent of the Legislature that charter schools be given flexibility with regard to noncore, noncollege preparatory courses.

	Does the petition meet this requirement?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition meets this requirement (page 46). PacTech teachers will be required to hold credentials in accordance with state and NCLB requirements, and will be highly qualified in the school’s core courses, which are: reading and language arts, mathematics, science, and history and social science.


	TRANSMISSION OF AUDIT REPORT
	EC Section 47605(m)


	Evaluation Criteria

A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual independent financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year…to the chartering entity, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the charter is sited…, and the CDE by December 15 of each year.

	Does the petition address this requirement?
	Yes

	Comments:

The petition meets this requirement (page 57). A technical amendment may be necessary to include PacTech’s transmission of the annual audit to the Controller and the county superintendents in which the schools are located.


2/24/2009 2:59:19 PM
PAGE  
2/24/2009 2:59:19 PM

