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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Adoption of Performance Level Descriptors for the California Alternate Performance Assessment for English–Language Arts and Mathematics, Levels I–V, and Science Levels I, III, IV, and V.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI’s) proposed performance level descriptors (PLDs) for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for English–language arts and mathematics, Levels I–V, and science Levels I, III, IV, and V for submission to the United States Department of Education for its assessment peer review.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In November 2008, the SBE adopted the SSPI’s proposed performance standards (levels) for the CAPA English–language arts (ELA) and mathematics, Levels I–V, and science, Levels I, III, IV, and V; and the California Modified Assessment (CMA) tests for ELA and mathematics in grades three, four, and five and for science in grade five. This was done with the plan to revisit the SSPI’s proposed performance standards (levels) for the CMA prior to the 2011 CMA administration.
Further, the SBE directed the SBE staff and CDE staff to work with the testing contractor in conjunction with the Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) to develop draft PLDs based on the information used during the standard setting.

In March 2006, the SBE adopted performance standards (levels) for the ELA, mathematics, science, and social science California Standards Tests (CSTs). 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Educators who participated in the standard setting process also participated in the development of the PLDs. 

SBE-adopted policy descriptors and target student descriptors for each test were used in this process. Item maps used in standard setting were made available to participants as reference material along with performance profiles for the CAPA. 

Following the standard setting meetings, Educational Testing Service (ETS) reviewed all of the proposed PLDs for consistency of language across grades, levels, and content areas. The proposed PLDs were reviewed by the CAPA ARP on February 10, 2009.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current STAR contract with ETS. 
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