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Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
English-Language Arts Level I
Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the English-Language Arts knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the proficient level, students scoring at the advanced level may require minimal verbal/visual task-specific assistance in order to: identify environmental cues, match symbols to a function and/or an activity, sort objects by function and use, identify objects and word cues by function, trace and copy by moving left to right/top to bottom, listen and attend to the speaker for the duration of a task or an activity, and follow two-step directions.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a consistent and adequate understanding of English-Language Arts knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the basic level, students scoring at the proficient level will typically require some verbal/visual and/or physical task-specific assistance in order to: identify environmental symbols/signs, identify common pictures and objects, match picture icons, match objects, sort two common objects, make marks on paper, use writing implements for their intended purpose, follow one-step directions, communicate choice between two objects (forced selection), communicate needs and wants, and attend to the speaker/sound when engaged in an activity.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the English-Language Arts knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the emerging skills at the below basic level, students scoring at the basic level will typically require frequent verbal/visual and/or physical task-specific assistance in order to: make a selection, hold a writing tool/implement, know left/right and top/bottom, orient towards the speaker/sound, and communicate basic needs and wants such as hunger and thirst.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level demonstrate minimal understanding of the English-Language Arts knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level I. Students require maximum verbal/visual and/or physical assistance in order to demonstrate knowledge of the concepts expected at Level I. 

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
English-Language Arts Level II

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level II. In addition to demonstrating skills at the proficient level, students at the advanced level will: identify the name of their teacher and the names of at least 3 classmates and; answer at least 2 who, what, or where questions; identify a period, question mark, and words that start with capital letters; spell/write their first names; and arrange letters in alphabetical order.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level II. In addition to demonstrating skills at the basic level, students at the proficient level typically will: identify their names and two classmates’ names, sort same and different, find the title on the cover of a book, answer one who,  what, or where question, use pictures to recall major points; sequence beginning and ending of a story; identify the actions and emotions of a character; identify pictures of action verbs or objects; identify singular and plural nouns; follow one-step oral directions; sequence three events in their day; and respond to questions about one’s daily activities and choices.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level II. Students at the basic level will: identify the first letter of their name; identify an object; and attend to the speaker when presented with a question.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the English-Language Arts knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level II. 

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
CAPA English-Language Arts Level III

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level III. In addition to demonstrating skills at the proficient level, students at the advanced level will: match homophones or homographs to the correct picture, measure cause-and-effect with an “if then” statement, identify a simple feature on a simple map, describe a character’s behavior with an emotion, answer why questions, identify the sameness between two stories, tell or show the main conflict of a two or three sentence story, and identify the proper use of 3 out of 5 punctuation marks: question mark, period, exclamation mark, colon, and quotation mark. 

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level III. In addition to demonstrating skills at the basic level, students at the proficient level typically will: match opposites with picture/print; follow two of three sets of 2-step oral instructions; interpret a bar graph; match orally presented print to picture; the students choose the correct picture to answer the question when given two or three sequential pictures; sequence the main events of a simple story showing the beginning, middle, and end using pictures; identify a period, exclamation point, and question mark; identify correct usage of capitalization; identify a question versus a statement; and manipulate word cards to form a simple sentence, following a model, including capitalization and punctuation.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level III. Students at the basic level will: follow one of three sets of 2-step oral directions; correctly identify one of three pictures in a sequence of 3 pictures; and identify a capitalized letter.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the English-Language Arts knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level III. 

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
English-Language Arts Level IV

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level IV. In addition to demonstrating skills at the proficient level, students at the advanced level will: read a sentence composed of 5 or more high-frequency words; understand frequently used synonyms, antonyms, and homographs; use knowledge of a character’s traits to determine the causes for that character’s actions; identify themes conveyed through characters, actions, and images; identify whether the solution resolved the problem; ask a question to elicit information; and use precise language such as sensory details.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level IV. In addition to demonstrating skills at the basic level, students at the proficient level typically will: read a simple four word sentence composed of high-frequency words, select a book title that would provide more information for a main idea, identify key features within consumer materials, identify an appropriate genre for a given task, identify the main events of the plot, identify a solution to a given problem/conflict, use a simple sentence with correct capitalization at the beginning of a sentence, spell simple high-frequency words, follow two-  and three-step oral instructions, and maintain the topic for three exchanges.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level IV. Students at the basic level will: maintain a topic for one exchange; read one word from a simple four word sentence composed of high-frequency words; and identify a consumer material.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the English-Language Arts knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level IV. 

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
English-Language Arts Level V

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level V. In addition to demonstrating skills at the proficient level, students at the advanced level will: understand “shades of meaning” in related words, identify at least one interaction between main and subordinate characters in a literary text, determine characters’ traits by what the characters say about themselves in dialogue, and compare features of themes conveyed through characters’ actions.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level V. In addition to demonstrating skills at the basic level, students at the proficient level typically will: identify and use the literal and common figurative meaning of words (e.g. running late, sick and tired); analyze  at least two aspects of environmental print; write a short dictation sentence; spell at least two simple high-frequency words; use precise language, action verbs, and sensory details in writing; use describing words to describe a picture; provide information supporting an idea under discussion; and ask at least two relevant questions.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the knowledge and skills expected at Level V. Students at the basic level will: ask one relevant question; use two attributes to describe an item; and analyze one piece of relevant information within a consumer material.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the English-Language Arts knowledge and skills expected at Level V.

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
Mathematics Level I

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the proficient level, students scoring at the advanced level may require minimal verbal/visual task-specific assistance in order to: identify one more than, demonstrate the ability to give “one more,” sort items by a single attribute, classify objects by category (i.e., food, clothing, and animals), match an activity to the time of day, follow a word sequence schedule/calendar, and describe common geometric shapes in relation to their environment.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a consistent and adequate understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the basic level, students scoring at the proficient level may require some verbal/visual and/or physical task-specific assistance in order to: identify quantities of more than 1; match printed numerals; count whole numbers to 3; identify more and less; match colors, shapes, and sizes; identify “day and night” from a set of pictures; follow a picture sequence schedule; use pictures when identifying an activity that comes next; identify common geometric shapes in relation to their environment; compare familiar plane and solid objects by size (i.e., which one is bigger?); and represent and compare concrete objects by placing on a chart/graph and answering “Which is more?”

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the emerging skills at the below basic level, students scoring at the basic level will typically require frequent verbal/visual and/or physical task-specific assistance in order to: identify quantity of “1”; identify a clock; orient toward manipulatives in order to perform math-related tasks.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level demonstrate minimal understanding of the math knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level I. Students require extensive verbal/visual and/or physical assistance in order to demonstrate knowledge of the concepts expected at Level I. 

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
Mathematics Level II

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level II, which include number sense; algebra and functions; measurement, geometry, and statistics; data analysis; and probability. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the Proficient level, students scoring at the Advanced level typically will be able to: use multiple problem solving strategies, demonstrate reasoning skills, and apply prior knowledge to new mathematical concepts.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level II. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will be able to: count, identify, and order whole numbers as described by the Level II CAPA content standards; find the sum of two whole numbers without regrouping; identify coins and bills and solve simple problems involving money; recognize the fractional part 1/2; recognize, describe, and extend patterns; identify common geometric objects and their attributes; understand measurement concepts of length and weight; and answer simple questions based on data representations.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level II. Students scoring at the basic level typically will exhibit a limited and inconsistent performance with number sense; measurement and geometry; money concepts; and data analysis, as described at the Proficient level.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level II. Students scoring at the below basic level typically will attempt the task.

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
Mathematics Level III

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level III, which include number sense; algebra and function; measurement, geometry, and statistics; data analysis; and probability. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the proficient level, students scoring at the Advanced level typically will be able to: use multiple problem solving strategies, consistently demonstrate reasoning skills, and apply prior knowledge to new mathematical concepts.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level III. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will be able to: read, write, order, and compare whole numbers as described by the Level III CAPA content standards; understand place value of ones and tens; solve problems involving addition and subtraction, with or without a calculator; solve simple addition and subtraction equations; identify plane and solid geometric objects and their relationships; understand measurement concepts of volume and weight; represent data and answer simple questions related to a graph; and identify median and mode of a data set.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected Level III. Students scoring at the basic level typically will exhibit a limited and inconsistent performance with number sense; measurement and geometry; and statistics and data analysis, as described at the proficient level.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level III. Students scoring at the below basic level typically will attempt the task.

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
Mathematics Level IV

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level IV, which include number sense, algebra and functions, and measurement. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the Proficient level, students scoring at the advanced level typically will be able to: use multiple problem solving strategies, consistently demonstrate reasoning skills, and apply prior knowledge to new mathematical concepts.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level IV. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will be able to: read, write, order, and compare whole numbers as described by the Level IV CAPA content standards; round up prices to the nearest dollar; compute sums and differences using a calculator; solve real-world addition and subtraction problems using a calculator; recognize the relationship between repeated addition and multiplication; solve one-step linear equations in one variable; and perform conversions between units of measurement.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills exhibited Level IV. Students scoring at the basic level typically will exhibit a limited and inconsistent performance with number sense; algebra and functions; and measurement, as described at the proficient level.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level IV. Students scoring at the below basic level typically will attempt the task.

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA 

Mathematics Level V

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level V, which include number sense and measurement. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the proficient level, students scoring at the advanced level typically will be able to: use multiple problem solving strategies, demonstrate higher order mathematical reasoning skills, and apply prior knowledge to new mathematical concepts.

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level V. Students scoring at the Proficient level typically will be able to: order and compare whole numbers as described by the Level V CAPA content standards; add and subtract whole numbers and multiply and solve problems involving single-digit numbers, with or without a calculator; understand the relationship between fractional parts and the whole; add fractions with like denominators; solve problems using combinations of coins and bills; and measure liquid volume of a given quantity.

Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level V. Students scoring at the basic level typically will exhibit a limited and inconsistent performance with number sense and measurement, as described at the proficient level.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the mathematical knowledge and skills expected at Level V. Students scoring at the below basic level typically will attempt the task.

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA 

Science Level I

Advanced: Students at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the science knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the proficient level, students scoring at the advanced level may require minimal verbal/visual task-specific assistance in order to: identify the texture of an object, pull an object, explore gravity by causing different objects to fall (e.g. feather, balloon, ball, etc.), identify animal body parts, sort animals from plants, identify various kinds of weather, and position objects by using one reference (e.g. in, on, above, etc.).

Proficient: Students at the proficient level demonstrate a consistent and adequate understanding of the science knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the basic level, students scoring at the proficient level will typically require some verbal/visual and/or physical task-specific assistance in order to: identify the size of an object, identify ice and water, push an object, hold an object and release upon request, identify body parts on self, identify animals, identify plants, match pictures of weather to the same kind of weather, attend to sound, and follow simple positional receptive instruction (e.g. put water in bowl).
Basic: Students at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the science knowledge and skills expected at Level I. In addition to demonstrating all of the emerging skills at the below basic level, students scoring at the basic level will typically require frequent verbal/visual and/or physical task-specific assistance in order to: match the color of an object; identify one body part; and react and attend to scents.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level demonstrate minimal understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level I. Students require extensive verbal/visual and/or physical assistance in order to demonstrate knowledge of the concepts expected at Level I. 

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
Science Level III 

Advanced: In addition to the proficient skills, students at the advanced level will demonstrate a competent understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level III. Students know oxygen is inhaled and carbon dioxide is exhaled. Students can identify that the sequential steps of the digestive process include mouth to stomach to colon. Students know water vapor can form fog or clouds. Students know fresh water is located in lakes and rivers. Students know fresh water is a limited resource that can be extended through conservation. Students can make inferences based on observations and make quantitative observations using appropriate tools.

Proficient: In addition to the basic skills, students at the proficient level will demonstrate an adequate understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level III. Students can characterize matter as a solid, liquid, or gas. Students know water can change states (solid, liquid, gas). They can predict two substances can be combined into a new substance. Students understand animals inhabit and can survive in different kinds of environments. They know food moves from the mouth to the stomach as part of the digestive process. Students can recognize water changes form in weather (rain, snow, or hail). Students can predict the outcome of a simple investigation, select appropriate tools for measuring, and interpret a bar/pictorial graph.

Basic: Students at the basic level will demonstrate a rudimentary understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level III. Students can demonstrate that metal objects are attracted to magnets. Students know that metals conduct heat. Students can identify plants and animals as a source of food and/or shelter. Students can identify the heart and the stomach as body organs. Students know the Sun produces heat and light. Students can sort rocks by properties (e.g., color and texture). Students can classify objects by appropriate criteria and represent data on a graph.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level III.

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
Science Level IV

Advanced: In addition to the proficient skills, students at the advanced level will demonstrate a competent understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level IV. Students know friction is a force that acts on an object. Students know that the moon orbits Earth and Earth orbits the Sun. Students can use prior knowledge to develop a hypothesis and evaluate the accuracy of data. Students can interpret relationships between variables (e.g. time vs. temperature).

Proficient: In addition to the basic skills, students at the proficient level will demonstrate an adequate understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level IV. Students know an object’s motion can be described by recording the change in position over time. Students know the degree of change in motion is related to the amount of applied force. Students know the greater the mass of an object the more force is needed to move it. Students can identify gravity as a force that acts on objects. Students can identify the physical characteristics of a liquid when it changes from one state to another. Students know the Sun is a star. Students can conduct a scientific investigation to test a hypothesis and place the resulting data on a graph.

Basic: Students at the basic level will demonstrate a rudimentary understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level IV. Students know objects can fall, sink, or float. Students know objects can be defined by location. Students can classify objects by physical properties. Students know Earth is a planet. Students can place data on a graph. Students can identify the periodic table of the elements.

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level IV.

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the CAPA
Science Level V

Advanced: In addition to the proficient skills, students at the advanced level will demonstrate a competent understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level V. Students know elements are classified on the periodic table of the elements. Students know the PH scale is used to identify acid and base solutions. Students know how differences in temperature and surface area of a substance affect the dissolving process. Students know fossil evidence can be analyzed with regard to species over time. Students know that climate changes, human activity, and changes in populations may affect the ecosystem. Students can identify the climate of specific biomes. Students can collect, display, and analyze data. Students can identify possible sources of error in an experiment. Students can interpret scale models, maps, and diagrams.

Proficient: In addition to the basic skills, students at the proficient level will demonstrate an adequate understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level V. Students know that stirring can increase the rate of the dissolving process. Students know plants capture sunlight, convert it to energy, and use energy to make food. Students identify producers and decomposers in an ecosystem. Students know the role of an organism in a simple food web. Students know that earthquakes can occur along faults in Earth’s crust. Students can identify the general characteristics of climate. Students can form a simple hypothesis based on observations. Students can select and use appropriate tools and technology to perform tests.

Basic: Students at the basic level will demonstrate a rudimentary understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level V. Students have a basic understanding of motion and gravity. Students can identify major organs of the excretory and circulatory systems. Students know the function of the sensory organs. Students know vaccinations help prevent illness. Students know the characteristics of earthquakes and volcanoes. Students can identify the general characteristics of weather. 

Below Basic: Students at the below basic level are unable to demonstrate an understanding of the science knowledge, skills, and processes expected at Level V. 
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