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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test: Program Update, Including, but not Limited to, Kindergarten to Grade One Early Literacy Assessment, Upcoming Public Release of Preliminary Annual Assessment Administration Number Totals for 2008-09, and Announcement of New Contractor.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In January 2009, the CDE provided an update on the development of the kindergarten through grade one (K-1) early literacy assessment, lead by WestEd. The update included information about the content and bias reviews of test questions and dates for the pilot test. It was noted that field testing and standard setting would be the responsibility of the new contractor. The CDE also reported that the current contract with CTB/McGraw-Hill (CTB) will conclude on December 31, 2009, and that a Request for Proposals (RFP) was released in October 2008.  

In March 2008, the CDE presented a preliminary report on the number of students tested during the 2007-08 Annual Assessment (AA) window. The test contractor, CTB, scored a total of 1,602,430 answer documents. Of those, 1,328,902 students were tested for AA, 268,587 were students tested for Initial Identification (II), and 4,718 answer documents were classified “test purpose unknown.”
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


K-1 Early Literacy Assessment

A small-scale pilot test of the newly developed K-1 early literacy assessment items was recommended by the CELDT Technical Advisory Group. The pilot assessed if the directions for the test examiners, as well as directions and item formats for students, were clear and unambiguous. The pilot was conducted by WestEd in four elementary schools in Los Angeles County from December 10-19, 2008, and it included 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


administering sample K-1 reading and writing items to 58 students. Half of these students were English learners and the other half were English-only speakers. WestEd also conducted cognitive interviews in two elementary schools in Los Angeles County on December 16-17, 2008. Across the two schools, ten students were interviewed. The information collected from the pilot test and cognitive interviews were used to make adjustments to the test items and to prepare for future test administrations.
The WestEd contract to develop the K-1 early literacy assessment concluded on December 31, 2008. In February 2009, the CDE will deliver 71 reading and 71 writing items and supporting documents to the new contractor to prepare for a spring 2009 field test.  
Preliminary 2008-09 AA Administration Number Totals
The AA window for the 2008-09 Edition of the CELDT was from July 1 through October 31, 2008. During the 2008-09 AA window, CTB scored a total of 1,615,411 answer documents preliminarily representing 1,330,172 students tested for AA, 281,503 tested for initial identification (II), and 3,736 with test purpose unknown. School districts were provided with individual student performance-level reports. During the month of February 2009, CTB will provide school districts with an opportunity to correct or update demographic information for each student tested during the AA window. The CDE will receive electronic files in April 2009. As a result, the CDE plans to publicly release AA summary results in May 2009. The AA results are used by the Policy and Evaluation Division to calculate Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives for Title III accountability reporting purposes.

 
New CELDT Contractor

The CDE awarded the 2009-2012 CELDT contract to Educational Data Systems with a start date of February 1, 2009. The current test contract with CTB will continue through December 2009. CTB is responsible for delivering the 2009-10 CELDT Edition test materials to the CDE by March 16, 2009. CTB also will submit the 2008-09 Technical Report in fall 2009 for review and approval. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract and will be included in the anticipated new contract.  

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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