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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2009 AGENDA 

	SUBJECT

Public Charter Schools Grant Program: Approve Camptonville Academy as Dissemination Grant Awardee.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the Camptonville Academy as a dissemination grant awardee for the Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP).

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In July 2007, California was awarded $101 million for the 2007-2010 PCSGP grant cycle. The SBE approved a new RFA in July 2008 for the PCSGP dissemination grant program that included greater flexibility for charter schools to disseminate best practices of statewide impact on academic achievement and on reducing the achievement gap in California’s kindergarten through grade twelve education system. Accordingly, in November 2008, the SBE approved the award of seven two-year dissemination grants totaling $5,931,000 to be disbursed in two annual allocations to charter school awardees.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The PCSGP is authorized by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title V, Part B. Through the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, grants are awarded to states to support the expansion of charter schools and the dissemination of best practices that can significantly improve academic achievement. Through sub-grants, state educational agencies are permitted to make available up to ten percent of the total grant award to charter schools to share best practices with other charter and non-charter schools. The CDE distributes these funds on a competitive basis through the Request for Application (RFA) process. During the 2004-2007 grant cycle, the SBE approved the distribution of approximately $4.2 million to 17 California charter schools to disseminate best practices throughout the state.

Subsequent to the SBE’s award of seven two-year dissemination grants in November 2008, and under the terms of the RFA, the Camptonville Academy filed a timely appeal of the CDE’s denial of its grant award application. On January 16, 2009, a CDE appeal panel met with representatives from the Camptonville Academy and recommended that the Camptonville Academy be awarded a dissemination grant based on the applicant’s meeting the threshold eligibility criteria for funding under the RFA.
Under this agenda item, the CDE requests that the SBE approve the award of a dissemination grant to Camptonville Academy in the amount of $728,974, with funding retroactive to January 16, 2009. There will be no additional dissemination grants awarded during the remainder of the 2007-2010 PCSGP grant project period.
Highlights of the Camptonville Academy grant project includes the dissemination of best practices in governance, renewal criteria, assessment, and strategic planning to 20 charter schools throughout the state. Participating schools will take part in six workshops designed to enhance the charter school’s operating profile; assess and evaluate the charter school’s capacity; and strengthen the school’s leadership to dramatically improve educational effectiveness and student achievement.    

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


PCSGP funds will be released in accordance with the process and time lines specified in California’s federal PCSGP grant.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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