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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

AGENDA – CORRECTED

MARCH 11-12, 2009




ERRATA

Item 8

Subject:  High Tech High Statewide Benefit Charter: Material Amendment to Expand Grades Served from Ninth through Twelfth Grade to Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade.

Type of Action:  Action, Information, Public Hearing
A revised Attachment 5 is attached.  On p. 3, an incorrect reference to Pacific Technology School has been change to High Tech High.
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State Charter Finding and Evidence in Support of Finding

For High Tech High Statewide Benefit Charter School 
Legal Requirement that the State Board Make a Finding Supported by Substantial Evidence

The Charter Schools Act of 1992 (“charter schools act”) allows a petition for the operation of a state charter school to be submitted directly to the state board and gives the state board authority to approve a charter for the operation of a state charter school that may operate at multiple sites throughout the state (Ed. Code § 47605.8 (a)). The charter schools act further requires the state board to adopt regulations that implement that authority (Id). Those regulations are found at Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations sections 11967.6 to 11967.8, incl.

The charter schools act prohibits the state board from approving a petition for the operation of a state charter school unless it first makes a finding, based on substantial evidence that,


 “the proposed state charter school will provide instructional services of a statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district, or in only one county.” (Ed. Code § 47605.8 (b)).  

This finding must be made a part of the public record of the proceedings of the state board and must precede approval of the charter (Ed. Code § 47605.8 (b)).

The “Proposed Findings for Adoption by the State Board” contained in this document, along with the evidence referenced in this document, upon adoption by the SBE, is intended to fulfill that requirement. 

The board originally approved the petition for the operation of the High Tech high (HTH) state charter school in January of 2006. At that meeting, the state board made the required finding that the proposed charter would provide instructional services of a statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district, or in one county (Meeting Minutes, State Board of Education, January 12, 2006, pp.5-6). 
If the state board wishes to approve the proposed material revision to the petition, it must first vote to approve the “Proposed Findings for Adoption by the State Board” contained in this document and should then vote to approve the staff recommendation to approve the material revision to the HTH charter school petition. Thus, approval is a two-step process:  first, approval of the findings and second, approval of the material revision to the state charter school petition.
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Proposed Findings for Adoption by the State Board

Finding: The State Board of Education finds that the proposed amendments to the High Tech High State Charter School further the instructional services of a statewide benefit that cannot be provided by a charter school operating in only one school district or in one county, as originally approved by the SBE at its January 2006 meeting.

The State Board of Education further finds that the proposed amendment to the HTH petition would enhance HTH’s ability to provide the instructional services of statewide benefit previously identified to the SBE.; namely providing innovative learning opportunities that combine academic rigor with real world experience in a small school setting that is demographically diverse; sponsoring an alumni program that supports former students while they attend college and university; serving as a catalyst for redevelopment and other civic initiatives in low-income communities because of HTH’s involvement with community-based organizations, universities, and city leadership and because of its effective use of New Markets Tax Credits. 

Moreover, these instructional services of statewide benefit above cannot be achieved by a charter school that operates in only one school district or in one county. By their very nature, these statewide benefits are such that they may only be accomplished if HTH is allowed to operate in multiple locations. In order for HTH’s program to be successful it must be replicated consistently in low income communities throughout the state. If HTH were limited to operating in only one school district or in one county it could not achieve these benefits on a statewide basis.  

Evidence in Support of Finding:

In making this finding, the state board has relied on the following evidence:

The full agenda item prepared by CDE staff for the SBE, as it relates to the state board’s consideration of the material revision to the High Tech High state charter petition  (Agenda Item x, March 2009)


Memorandum to the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools from the Charter Schools Division (10 pages) (Attachment 1)

High Tech High Amended Charter Petition to Operate a Statewide Benefit Charter School (97 pages) (Attachment 2)

Sample Budgets for Elementary and Middle Schools (7 pages) (Attachment 3)
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Recommended Conditions of Operation for Statewide Benefit Charter Schools to be incorporated in a Memorandum of Understanding (3 pages) (Attachment 4)

All communications received by CDE staff, state board members, and state board staff related to the state board’s consideration of the approval of the High Tech High Statewide Benefit Charter School Petition amendment. 

The recommendation of approval by the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools based on its July 21, 2008, review of the proposed material amendment to the HTH charter petition.
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