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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Long Beach Unified School District to waive California Education Code Section 99237(a)(1), regarding the SB 472 mathematics and reading professional development program so that the district may bypass the “provider” approval process and conduct trainings once it can certify that its training curriculum is based on a previously approved training model.
Waiver Number: 42-12-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils within the meaning of Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has not previously heard a waiver of this type. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Long Beach Unified School District (Long Beach USD) is requesting that the district bypass the provider approval process and conduct trainings once it can certify that its training curriculum is based on a previously approved training model. It is unclear to the CDE how Long Beach USD would certify its training curriculum or which training curriculum it would utilize.
This waiver request would strike out a portion of EC Section 99237(a)(1):

99237(a)(1) It contracted with a provider whose training curriculum was based upon one of the training models outlined in guidelines and criteria for approval of training providers established by the state board, and was approved by the state board, or the training curriculum of the local educational agency was based upon one of the training models outlined in guidelines and criteria for approval of training providers established by the state board and approved by the state board. Approval by the state board of the training curriculum shall be based on the criteria contained in paragraph (4) and in subdivision (b).
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


This waiver in essence is asking the SBE to agree to remove their own program of review and certification just for Long Beach. Approval of this waiver request will have two demonstrable effects:

(1) Weaken the SBE-established criteria for Mathematics and Reading Professional Development (MRPD) training providers of the initial forty hours as outlined in Title 5 regulation 11984.6. The purpose of this regulation is to ensure that the training provider submits a written proposal that certifies the training related to the initial forty hours of instruction described in EC 99237.  

(2) Undermine the certification process described in Title 5 regulation 11984.6(b), which requires that the written proposal undergo evaluation by a review panel designated by the SBE and acting under its direction. The role of the review panel is to evaluate the written proposal (as well as the training curriculum) and determine if it meets the requirements of the SBE as a MRPD training provider. 
Although Long Beach USD states that it will conduct training once it certifies that its training curriculum is based on a previously approved training model, the CDE is unclear if the training model requested to be used by Long Beach USD is based on EC Section 99237(a) as the actual proposed training curriculum was not submitted with this waiver request. 
While waivers are not supposed to be precedent setting, approval might encourage other districts to also seek waivers of this same SBE certification and approval process, which was put in place to help ensure the best possible training for teachers, and to benefit the educational needs of all students, with an emphasis on English Language Learners and pupils with exceptional needs.
The rationale provided by Long Beach USD for requesting this waiver is to “reduce obstacles to facilitate the district’s alignment of professional development.” However, the department feels that although the initial forty hours under the MRPDP is clearly defined, EC Section 99237(b) also provides districts with flexibility to customize the eighty hours of follow-up training to facilitate the alignment of its professional development goals. See bold language below:
EC 99237(b) “… as a condition of receipt of funds, a local educational agency shall certify that: (1) forty hours of professional development based on statewide academic content standards adopted pursuant to Section 60605, the Mathematics and Reading/English Language Arts frameworks adopted by the state board and instructional materials adopted by the state board or standards-aligned instructional materials and the eighty hours of follow-up may be instruction, coaching, or school site assistance, based upon individual school needs, as appropriate, was provided to teachers…”. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The CDE recommends that the SBE deny this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils within the meaning of EC Section 33051(a)(1). 

Demographic Information: Long Beach USD has a student population of 90,000 and is located in an urban area located in Los Angeles County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 99237(a)(1)
Period of request: July 1, 2008, through June 30, 2011
Local board approval date(s): December 2, 2008
Public hearing held on date(s): December 2, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): Teachers Association of Long Beach (TALB) 
November 11, 2008
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: – Michael Day, President
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): No position. TALB is taking a “no position” on the waiver due to lack of time or information to make a decision. (See Attachment 2)
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) Local Cable TV
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Superintendent’s Parent Forum and District Community Advisory Committee 
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: November 17, and 20, 2008
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Not applicable.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (This attachment is not available for



  Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver



  Office.)
	ATTACHMENT(S) (Cont.)


Attachment 2: Letter from the Teachers Association of Long Beach, CTA/NET, dated 

                       November 19, 2008. (1 page) (This attachment is not available for



  Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver



  Office.)
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